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THE GREY -PALEFREY. 


IN Champagne there lived in former 
days Godfrey, a brave Knight, rich in 
valuable endowments of body and mind, 


but poor in reſpect to property. In- 
debted chiefly to his valour for a ſub- 


ſiſtence, all his poſſeſſions conſiſted of a 
ſmall eſtate, the rental of which was 
about two hundred livres; and the ſcan- 
tineſs of his means was the more to be 
lamented, as in addition to his courage, 
he was a man of ſtrict probity and honour. 
Whenever he appeared at a tournament, 
Vor. II. a; - 3 ; his 


„ 


his time was not waſted in a diſphy of 


empty addreſs or vain gallantries towards 
the ladies; but he ruſhed without oſtenta- 


tion into the thickeſt of the throng, and 


never leſt the ground till he had unhorſed 


or ſubdued his opponents. Theſe good 


qualities and rare accompliſhments ren- 
dered his name famous and gained him 
conſideration in every quarter. 


In the neighbourhood of Godfrey ther, 
lived a very rich Lord. He was a wi- 


dower; and his marriage had produced 


him a very handſome daughter, called 
Nina. His manſion, as well as that of 


our Knight, was ſituated in the woods 


(for Champagne at that time abounded 
in foreſts ſtill more than at the preſent 
hour); and they were little more than a 
league diſtant from each other. But that 
of the old Lord, built on a very ſteep de- 
clivity, was defended by a profound ditch 


and an impenetrable thorn hedge ; fo that 


there was no acceſs to it, but by the draw- 
bridge. 
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bridge. Such, was the retirement of the 
veteran. He lived here in tranquility, 
with his daughter, making the moſt of 
his lands, which brought him an annual 
income of at leaſt a 2 livres. 


With ſuch an "0017880; and. fo much 
beauty, the young lady could not fail of 
having a numerous train of admirers. Of 
the number was Godfrey. | Zealous to 
exert himſelf in the ſervice of a miſtreſs 
fo diſtinguiſhed for rank and merit, hñe 4 
ſtrove earneſtly to pleaſe her; and; in a - 
mort time, by means of his | conſtant | 

attentions and ſome brilliant feats of 

valour, he ſucceeded. But when the 

father perceived the Knight's viſits - 
became too frequent, he forbad. his 
daughter ſpeaking to him, and treated 
him with ſuch coolneſs, that the fa+ 

voured lover thong it eee to 
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Thus was all communication ſtopped 
between the two lovers. The father's 

age no longer permitted him to ride out: 
ſo there was no hope of an interview in 

his abſence. Beſides the old fox, having 
been himſelf a man of intrigue in his 

younger days, had learnt by experience 

to be miſtruſtfut and guarded. Had 

\ Godfrey aſked but for a fight of his miſ- 

treſs, even that een confideration 1 

been e 1 11 p 

| At laſt as be was one day roaming and 

ſearching about the walls, he diſcovered 

a neglected poſtern, through which he 
might ſpeak to Na. He found means 

to acquaint her of it, and ſhe did not fail 

to take advantage of the information. It 
was eaſy for him to come to the place of « 

' rendezvous by narrow, unfrequented 

paths through the foreſt, known to him 

alone. This was at firſt ſome alle- 

vation to the cruel ſeparation of the two 
lovers; and for fome time they enjoyed it 

| ; | with 
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with tranſport.” But to converſe without 
ſeeing each other, to love without the 
means of ſhewing it! Not to be allowed 
afingle embrace! always to be in fear of 
being diſcovered, and ever to be ſepa- 
rated! Godfrey could not endure his con- 
dition. He reſolved then to get out of 
it by one bold attempt, and vent to the 
Caſtle to declare his mind to the father, 


and to obtain of him a decitiwe anſwer. 


« Sire, ſaid he, I have a favour to re- 
queſt. Deign to liſten to me for a mo- 
ment. I love your daughter; my hap- 
pineſs entirely depends upon her; and 
I rauſt venture to aſk of you her hand. 
you know my name and birth ; I flatter 


' myſelf that I am entitled to your eſteem, 


and not in every reſpe& unworthy of 
Ning. I requeſt your anſwer; which I 
ſhall conſider as my ſentence either of life 
or death. J am not ſurpriſed, an- 


. ſwered the old ow that any one 


ſhould love my daughter. She is young, 
905 s 33 handſome 
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* and diſcreet ; her birth is diſ- 


tinguiſhed; ſhe is my ſole heireſs ; and, 


if the continues to preſerve ray good 
will; ſhe will at my deceaſe be entitled to 
a conſiderable fortune. With all her re- 
commendations, I think no Lord in 
France need be "aſhamed to marry her. 
Many gentlemen have been here to ſolicit 
me on that ſubject : but J am in no- haſte; 
I ſhall wait a ſuitable match; and, above 
all, ſhall have nothing to do with thoſe 
knights, Who like their falcons, have 
nothing but what they catch to live on.” 


| Godfrey was ſo confuſed that he could 
make no anſwer ; but went to give utter- 


. ance to his grief in the foreſt, and to wait 


tilt it ſhould be time to repair to the p..- 
tern. Nina Was punctual to the appointed 


hour; and ſhe came there only to join 
her grief to that of her lover. Receive 


my laſt farewell, ſaid the knight. I have. 


done with this country there is no longer 


any happineſs or good in it; ſince I can- 
, bnd | & of | nor 
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not poſſeſs you. Curſed be riches which 
<xaviſh from me the only object of my 
love“ - Alas! replied Nina, all the ſa- 
tisfaction I promiſed myſelf in the enjoy 
ment of them, was in beſtowing them on 
vou; and am] alſo condemned to curſe 
them | But, my Godfrey, let us not yet 
deſpair: we have ſtill a reſource; which 

| love long ſince ſuggeſted to me. You 
I have not far from hence, at Medot, an old 
uncle of about my father's age. If he 
has a regard for you, as I cannot doubt, 
go andentruſt him with the ſecret of your 
love. He has aſſuredly loved in his 


1 youth, and will have compaſſion for us. 

- tell him that he may be the author of 

t your happineſs and mine: That all ve 

a r&quire of him is a ſimulated ſervice; only a 

d to make a grant to you for a few days of 

n a part of his eſtate, to the value of three 

'E hundred. livres: and that he may then 
come and afk my father to grant you my Mi 
2 hand.. His friendſhip, I am ſurę, Will 1 
* obtain it; and as ſoon as we are united in 1 


It 1 KF marriage, 


4 
marriage, we will reſign what ene 


may induce him to make over to us. 


] had given up all hope, ſaid Godfrey * 
but you have reſtored me to life“ 

He went immediately to his uncle, 
whom he entreated to employ the inte- 
reſt he had with the young lady's father 


in his behalf, without, however, inti- 


mating that the attachment was mutual. 
„ Your- choice is praiſeworthy, ſaid the 
uncle. I know your miſtreſs; ſhe' is 
really enchanting. Lou may make your- 
felf eaſy ; for I will undertake to obtain 
her for you, and will this moment go to 


; Her father for that very purpoſe.” In 
effect, he then mounted his horſe and 


rode to the old Lord's Caſtle. ' Godfrey 
on the other hand ſet out tranſported 
with joy, for Galardon, where a tourna- 


ment was announced, that was to laſt for | 
two days. During the whole journey, the 


amorous rf e could think on ren 


but 
nnen 


. 


tut the happinefs he was about to enjoy ; 
little imagining what a baſe yg” had 
been formed to betray him. 


{His uhele win avufuad Roca | 
at the father's. They ſat down to table; 
and drinking to each other, began to re- 
late their youthful exploits in love and 
arms. But when the tables were unco- 
vered, and the ſervants had withdrawn, 
% My good old friend, ſaid the Lord of 


Meda, 1 am a bachelor, and begin to be 


tired of a ſingle life. You are going to 
marry your daughter, when you will alſo 
find the inconvenience of ſolitude: Hear 
a propoſal that I have to make to you. 
Grant me Nina for a wife; I will ſettle on 
her all my property, and will come and 
reſide here with you for the remainder of 
my life.” This propoſal delighted the 
father. After embracing his old ſon-in- 
law, that was to be, he ordered in his 
daughter, to whom he announced the 
fatal agreement they had juſt made. 
. The 


(w) 
The conſternation of the girl may be 
eaſily imagined. She returned to her 
chamber only to give vent to her tears, to 
imprecate a thouſand curſes on the per- 
fidy of the uncle, and to call for ſuccour 
on her unhappy lover. All this while, 
he was toiling to deſerve her, by his 
glorious exploits at Galardon, and was 
far from conceiving his uncle to be 
capable of ſo baſe an action as to betray 
him, and to depri ve him at once of his 
miſtreſs and his inheritance. In the 


evening Nina ran to the poſtern gate, for 


me knew not that Godfrey was gone to the 
tournament; and having a long time 
waited for him in vain, ſhe concluded that 
b n e 3% Fakes Fey, 
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The nuptials were . by the 


old gentleman to be celebrated the next 
day after the morrow; and the ſon- in- 
hw had required that it ſhould take place 
in his caſtle of Medot. It was conſe- 
quently ſettled, that, in order to arrive 
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there betimes, they ſhould ſet out at break 
ol day; and in the mean while, the father 
and ſon-in-law ſent into the neighbour- 
hood to invite their friends, that 1s; all of 
their own age, who were ſtill alive. The 
following day arrived, one after another, 
a number of old decrepid dotards, 
wrinkled, baldheaded and paralytic. 
Never was there ſuch a burleſque of a 
bridal aſſemblage. You would have 
thought that it was a congregatipn of 
perſons coming to take leave of each 
other at their departure for the other 
world. | 


The day was conſumed in preparing 
the dreſs and ornaments for the unhappy 
bride. She was within ready to burſt 
with grief, which ſhe was however 
obliged to ſuppreſs, and to cover with the 
external appearance of chearful ac- 
quieſcence. The father came occafionally 
to ſee how-the work went on. In one of 
theſe viſits, he was aſked by ſomebody, - 
F whether 
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| . he had thought of ordering a faf- 
flicient number of horſes to carry to Medot 


all the perſons that were to go in the 


cavalcade. The men, ſaid he, have 


thoſe on which they came. Thoſe that 
are in my ſtables will ſerve; but at all 


eyents to obviate diſappointment, let 


ſome be ſent for and borrowed of my 


; neareſt neighbours.” A ſervant was in- 


Py e with this commiſſion. 


Ihe man le. as he went, that 
Colby had a capital grey horſe, reckoned 
one of the firſt in the province. The 


ſimpleton thought himſelf ſure of gaining 


the good will of his miſtreſs, if he could 
mount her ſo handſomely for the cere- 
mony : and he accordingly went to the 


| Fa 8 houſe to borrow 1 It. 


5 " Godfrey after 6 the 3 at the 


tournament, had gone to his uncle's, to 
know the ſucceſs of his application; but 


not finding him at home, he imagined 
| 5 5 
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that the old gentleman was detained by 
ſome difficulty ſtarted by the father; and 
returned home; in other reſpects ſo 
caſy in his mind, and ſo full of con- 
fidence in the promiſe of his negociator, 
that in coming into his houſe he ordered 
a minſtrel to be brought to amuſe him 
with ſome love ſongs. He flattered him- 
ſelf that his uncle would take a pleaſure. 


in coming perſonally to announce his 


good fortune ; and in this fond expec- 
tation his eyes were continually directed 
towards FRY 1 8 


+ "Suddenly be perceives one coming. 
This was the ſervant, who ſaluting the 
Knight, aſked him, in the name of his 


maſter, for the loan of his fine grey pal- 


frey, for the morrow. Oh i with all my 
heart,” anſwered Godfrey ; and for a longer 
time, if he wants it. But what occaſion 
has he for the horſe?”—-- „ Sir, it is to 
carry my lady Nina to Medot.”-« Your 
lady ! and what is ſhe going to do at 


Vol. II. C Mie dot?“ 


- 


(. 42 ) 
Medot ?”---< To be married. Why, don't 


- you know that your uncle has demanded 


her hand of my Lord, and that they are 
to be married to-morrow morning?” 


At theſe words the Knight was petri- 
fed with aſtoniſhment. He could not 
at firſt believe ſo black a treachery, and 
made the ſervant a ſecond time affure 


him of the truth. Unfortunately for him, 


the offenders were beyond the reach of 
his vengeance. _ He . walked about for 


ſome time in filence, with his eyes caſt 
towards the ground and full of fury. At 
length he ſtopped on a ſudden, called his 


| Aquire, orde red him to ſaddle the grey 
horſe, and deliver it to the ſervant, - © She 


hall mount it, ſaid he to himſelf; and | 
in mounting it ſhe will at leaſt beſtow 


another thought on me. And ſhallnot1 
be happy to contribute to her pleaſure ? 


But no l I accuſe her falſely; They have 


in eee her; and hes is NO 
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| lefsto be pitied chan myſelf. It is I who 


have her heart; and whilſt 1 live mine is 
devoted to her. 


The Knight then called all his people; 
diſtributed among them the little money 
he had, and told them that they were that 
inſtant at liberty th quit.his ſervice. They 
in the utmoſt agitation intreated him to 


let them know in what particular they 
had been ſo unfortunate as to incur his 


diſpleaſure. _ J am entirely ſatisfied 
with you all, anſwered he ; and I wiſh it 
were in my power to make you a better 
recompence for your ſervices: but life 
is now a burthen to me; farewell, be 
gone and let me die!” The poor ſervants 


threw themſelves in tears at his feet; and 


implored him to ſuffer them at leaſt to 
remain with him, to alleviate his miſ- 


fortunes. He left them without ananſwer, 


and went to ſhut himſelf up in his cham- 
ber. i ee V1 
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y this time they were at reſt in the 
father's caſtle. In order to riſe betimes, 
they had gone ſoon to bed, and the 
watch had orders to ring the alarm bell at 
break of day. Nia alone could not en- 
joy repoſe. The moment that was to 
begin her miſery approached ; and ſhe 
tound herſelf now without reſource. 
Twenty times in the courſe of-the day 
had the unfortunate maid ſought the 
means of eſcaping. ' No danger would 
have deterred hex; had it been poſſible to 
make the attempt; but ſhe had too 
many eyes to deceive; ſhe had, therefore 


no remedy but patient reſignation, no. 
conſolation but her tears. 


. Towords midnight the moon aroſe. 

he centinel, who had been carouſing a 
little over night, and had in conſequence 
fallen a ſleep, awaking ſuddenly, and 
ſeeing a very great light, thought the 
day was confiderably advanced, and haſ- 
tened to we” the Nn with che alarm 
| : bel. | 


e 
bell. All immediately began to riſe, and 
the ſervants to ſaddle the horſes. The; 
Grey Palfrey, as the handſomeſt, was deſ- 
tined for the young lady. At the fight 


of it, ſhe could not diſſemble her grief, 


but burſt into tears. They did not pay 
much attention to the circumſtance, 
attributing her affliction to the regret, 
ihe felt at leaving her father's houſe. 
But when the time came for her to mount 
the horſe, ſhe abſolutely refuſed ; and 
they were obliged by force to place her 
upon the ſaddle. At laſt they: ſet out. 
Firſt marched the ſervants, male and fe- 
male; then the gentry who were to be 
preſent at the nuptials; and after them 
the bride, who in no haſte to get to her 


_ Journey's end, kept in the rear of the 
cavalcade. She was entruſted to the” 
care of an old knight; a man of pru- 


dence and good repute, who was to be 


her godfather at the nuptials. He cloſed 


the proceſſion. 8 


8 a To 


. aw <— AGED. 
2 


; ey  -© 
FS airive at Medot, they had three 


leagues- to go through the foreſt, by a 


crofs road ſo narrow, that two horſes | 
could with difficulty walk abreaſt. This 


_ obliged them to make a long file. For 


the firſt half league they chattered and 


jogged on pleaſantly enough; but -the 


old people, who had not taken their uſual 


_ reſt; ſoon were overpowered by ſleep. 


You would have laughed to fee their. 


| koary heads bobbing from one ſide to 


another, and dropping forward on the 
necks of _ . 
ST B15: * 

The bride followed, too much over- 
whelmed with ſorrow, to obſerve them. 
Like a criminal led to execution, who 
by every trifling pretext for delay ſtrives 
to ſpin out a'few moments of exiſtence, 
ſhe checked now and then the progreſs of 
her horfe. Thus they had not proceeded 
a league before ſhe was, without intending 


it, ſeparated from the reſt of the caval- 
cade. Herold guide was no more aware 
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of it than his god-· daughter, as he took 


an opportunity of finiſhing his nap like 


the others. Nevertheleſs, he ſometimes 
half opened his eyes; but as he always 

faw the Grey Palfrey before him, they 
quickly cloſed again as it were by inſtinct. 
As for the horſes, they had no occaſion: 
for the guidance of their riders; in ſuch 
a road they could not loſe themſelves. 


There was, however, a ſpot where” the 
road branched out into two tracks. The 
one was a continuation of that to Medot, 
the other a bye-road to Godfrey's. All 
the horſemen in the troop of courſe 
proceeded in the firſt of theſe ; and the 
old godfather's beaſt followed the track 
of the reſt. As for the Grey Palfrey, 
ſince he had of late carried his maſ- 
ter from the poſtern gate, he had been ſo 
accuſtomed to the other path, that ** | 
Ay 1 it. 


% 
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Before one could get from that place 
to-Godſrey's it was neceſſary to ford a ſmall. 
rivulet. At the noiſe made by the horſe 
in ſtepping into the water, Nina is rouſed 
from her melancholy reverie, She calls 
her godfather to her aſſiſtance, but ' ſees 
nobody. Finding herſelf alone in a 
foreſt at ſuch a deadly hour, ſhe at firſt 
ſhivered with an emotion of terror; but 
the idea of eſcaping the evil, with which 
Me was threatened, ſoon overpowered her 
fear, and ſhe puſhed the horſe boldly into 
the river, reſolved rather to periſh than 
bear the conſumation of thoſe hateful 
nuptials. But there was nothing to ap- 


prehend. The horſe according to his. 


uſual cuſtom, croſſed the ford, and ſoon. 
arrived in ſafety at his maſter's houſe. 


3 As ſoon as the ſentinel perceived the 
Lady, he ſounded his horn to give the 
alarm, and then came himſelf to aſk, 


through the wicket of the draw- bridge, 
what was her pleaſure, Open the 
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gate quickly, ſaid the damſel, and give 
refuge to a woman, who is purſued by 
robbers. She made this pretence to 


move him. The man looks through the 
wicket ; he ſecs a young lady of a very - 


handſome mein, and covered with a rich 
fcarlet mantle. The dreſs, the beauty of 
the damſel, the grey horſe that ſhe rides, 


which appears to him his maſter s Palfrey, 


aſtoniſh him ſo as to make him believe it 


was ſome friendly fairy, whom compaſ- 


ſion at his maſter's ſorrow had brought to 


comfort him, He runs immediately to | 


inform him of this extraordinary incident. 


| | Gudfiey had paſſed the waht is the 
moſt heart-rending anguiſh: but when 


he heard a lady was at his gate, he went 


inſtantly through courteſy to receive her, 
and let down the draw-bridge. What 
unexpected joy, what unlooked for hap- 
. pineſs to behold his miſtreſs ! She ruſhed 


into his arms, crying out to him, to fave 


__ at the ſame time, looking back. 
| with 
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wich terror, as if ſhe had really been pur- 
ſued by raviſhers. © Compoſe. yourſelt 
faid he, and have courage; I hold you 
fecure in my arms, and from this mo- 
ment no power on earth ſhall tear you 

ä from me.” He then called his people, to 

whom he gave their ſeveral orders, and 

raiſed the drawbridge. But that was not 

-ally To ſecure and improve this uncx- 

pected good fortune, he judged it neceſ- 

1 ſary immediately to eſpouſe Nina; and 

1 and for that purpoſe having ſent for his 

1Y Chaplain, he conducted her to the altar. 

Hilarity then reſumed the place of me- 

lancholy in the Caſtle. Maſter and ſer- 

vants, all were equally intoxicated with 

Joy ; never did tranſport ſo. n ſuc- 
0 "_ | 


"ha was. far 1 at 3 All 
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rated, nor what had happened to detain 
x | them. 


Y ol arrived there, except the damſel and 
her guardian. In vain were they enquired. 
; for; no one knew how they were ſepa- | 


is, if A 
them. The godfatherat length appeared, 


ftill nodding upon his horſe ; and was ; 


greatly aſtoniſhed, when they awahed 


him; at miſling his ward. As it was con- 


zectured that ſhe muſt have loſt her way 


in the foreſt, ſeveral of the ſervants were 
ſent in purſuit of her. But all their 


doubts and apprehenſions were ſoon 
cleared up, by the preſence of a meſſenger 
from Godfrey, who announced the ſafe ar- 


rival of the lady at his maſter's caſtle, 


and in his name invitedthither the uncle 
and all the company that was to be pre- 
ſent at the marriage. They: cordingly 
repaired with expedition to the caſtle of 


Godfrey, who met them at his gate, hold- 


ing by the hand his new ſpouſe ; and he 
preſented her to them under that title. 


This at firſt excited a loud murmur 
throughout the troop. But when God- 
Frey had- intreated their attention, and 
related to them all the circumſtances of his 
amour up to the adventure of the Palfrey, 

the 
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che ſcene was entirely changed. Thoſe 
veterans, grown grey inthe principles' of 


honour and fidelity, betrayed even their 
indignation at being made the accom- 
plices af ſo baſe a perfidy ; and they all 
went in a body to preſs the father to ra- 
tify the union of the two lovers. The 
old Lord found it impoſſible. to with- 
hold his aſſent; and the nuptials were 
celebrated at Godfrey s. The uncle died 
within the year, and the Knight ſucceeded 


to the inheritance of Medot. Soon after 


his father- in- law alſo died; when he 
became one of the richeſt Lords in Cham- 
pagne, and lived with his wife happy and 
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"THE SCARLET ROBE. 


KNIGH of the county of Dam- 
martin, a man of repute in his 
neighbourhood, had choſen for his mif- 
treſs a very agreeable and pretty woman, 
married to a rich Lord of a diſtrict about 
two leagues diſtant. Anxious to acquire 
the eſteem and affections of the lady, our | 
Knight omitted no opportunity of court- 
ing honour, and gaining freſh laurels ; 
indeed chroughout the whole country, 
there v 1s not to be found a more va- 
liant Cavalier. The Lord “, on the con- 
Vol. II. W ea 
In the original he is called a Pavaſſeur; or 
one that held an arriere;fief, that is to ſay, one who 
held of a Lord who was alſo the vaſſal of another. 
Beſides thoſe Knights, who from the nature of 
their tenures were obliged to attend the Courts of 
their liege-lords, there were others, who in the 
courts of juſtice of the Sovereign, or of the great 
Barons, took upon themſelves by choice the func- 
tion of Judges. They were called Chevaliers 


TLatrecs, Chevaliers de juſtice, or Chevaliers-2s-loix, 
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trary, was fond of the bench, and was 
never happy but when haranging in 
Court, or giving judgment in a law-ſuit. 


One day in July, he was obliged to go 
and attend the pleadings at Senlis. The 
lady immediately ſent a private meſſage 
to her lover, acquainting him with the 
departure of her huſband, and appointing 
an aſſignation at her houſe that night. 
The Knight, whoſe love was no leſs re- 
ſpectable than ardent, and who knew the 
decorum proper to be obſerved in ſuch a 
meeting, put on his beſt gilt ſpurs, his 
fine ſcarlet cloak; and dreſſed like a 
| bachelor, the terror of lovers, he 
ſet out on his high palfrey , taking with 


®, The ſucceſs of a Knight in the liſts depended 
in a great meaſure on the ſize of his horſe ; and 
they had for thoſe occaſions large, ſtrong horſes, 
called Dextriers. (Hence the expreſſion, he is 
upon his, high horſe.) Thoſe, which the Knights 
fed to travel with were called Palfreys ; tho? in 
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and a hawk He ſuſpected that there 


3% 
him a ſparrow-hawk and a couple! of | 
dogs, that he might be provided for ſport, 
in caſe he ſhould fall in-with any birds 


upon the road. All the people were 


afleep at the caſtle, when he arrived. 
He therefore faſtened up his horſe, placed' 
a perching-ſtick for his bird, and went 
quietly to the lady's chamber 


At break of day the huſband returned. 


The pleadings were put off to the fol- 
lowing week at Senlis, and he came home 
to go to bed. But how was he aſtoniſhed 
on entering the court to ſee a horſe, dogs 


was ſomebody with his wife, and ran ys 


haſtily to kno the truth ps it. Th 
Knight was lucky enough to hear him 


coming ; and, ſnatching ſuch of his 

cloaths as he could lay his hands upon, 
3 down by the aher ſide of the 
fat * are often 3 A Knight never 
mounted a mare; this would have been letting 


himſelf down, and. appearing as one degraded. 


LOT: 

bed, and lay upon the floor at full length- 
The wife to conceal him, threw over him 
hercloak and petticoat ; but he had been 
in ſo great a hurry to hide himſelf, that 
he had not time to find his robe: it lay 
upon a trunk near the bed, and was the 
firſt object that met the eyes of the huſ- 

ban. i 1415) 


Madam, he exelaimed ſternly, 
« what is the meaning of all this? I juſt 
ſaw below a horſe and dogs; and here 
is a robe; who is it has been here in my 
abſence Mend Sir,“ ſaid ſhe, without being 
in the ſmalleſt degree difconcerted; © it 
is a preſent that has been juſt made you. 


But, have you not ſeen my brother? I ara 


ſurpriſed that you did not meet him ; for 
he is but this moment gone. He cam: 


yeſterday in this fine robe. I, in perfect 


ſimplicity and without any deſign what- 
ever, juſt happened to remark in con- 
verſation, that it would become you. I 


Wiſhed him to try it, anſwered he imme- 
diately: 


8 


(29) 
diately ; and pulling it off, begged that 
L would preſent it to you: at the ſame 
time, to make his gift worth your accep- 
tance; he inſiſted upon adding to it his 


gilt ſpurs, his dogs, his hawk, and his 


favourite horſe. "You may eafily con- 
ceive the anſwer I made to fo generous 
an offer: but it was in vain that I de- 
clined it again and again; he vould 
liſten to no refuſal, but has left them all, 
as you ſee, behind him. Receive then 
the donation, fince you cannot ſend it 
away without offending him. -You may 
without difficulty ſoon find. ſomething to 
preſent him with inreturn, that will acquit | 
you of the obligation.” | 


This fiction ſucceeded to a wonder. 
The huſband, ſomewhat avaricious in his 
diſpoſition, was delighted with the pre- 
ſent. But he was almoſt aſhamed to 
take the robe, and wiſhed it had been 
omitted in the gift ;- he was apprehenſive 
o being charged with want of delicacy. 

D 3 Not 


Not at all, Sir; your acceptance of it 
will be attributed to frankneſs and good 
nature. Nothing ſhould. be rejected 
from a friend; for my own' part, when- 


( 30) 


ever obſerve any one ſhy of receiving, 1 


immediately ſet him down for one who is 


equally averſe from giving. By theſe 


and other like arguments, ſhe. brought 


him to acknowledge her in the right, 
and to promiſe that he would keep the 
whole. At laſt he lay down; and it is 


more difficult to ſay than to conceive how 


cordially he was received, how he was 


careſſed, and what pains were taken to 
lull him to ſleep. But no ſooner did he 
begin to ſnore, than the wife puſhed the 


gallant gently with her foot to give him 


notice of it. He then crept ſoftly for his 
robe, and going away mounted his horſe, 


and returned home with his dag .and his 


it5 


Towards noon the huſband awoke, and 


: Men ching he. wengi of, was to en- 
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quire for his fine robe. His, valet, whe 


- the day before had been in the fields to 


ſuperintend the reapers, knew not what 


he aſked for, and brought him a green 


one which he uſed to wear. No, no; 
it is not that L want ;; it is. the fine ſcarlet 


robe, that was given. to me yeſterday.” 

His wife looking upon him with an air 
of aſtoniſhment, aſked him if he had 
bought or borrowed one at Senlis. © No, 
madam, I tell you again it is that your 
brother gave me.. But you ought to know 
better than I; for this morning on my 
arrival, when J found it on this trunk, 


you ſaid it was a preſent that he made 


me. “ My brother, Sir! It is more 


than four months ſince I ſaw him. You 
have certainly been dreaming; for even 
if he had been here, as you inſinuate, he 


would not have behaved like a man drunk 


or mad, in offering you his robes. He 
might act in that manner towards min 
ſtrels, or fidlers, or thoſe vagabonds, 


who go about ſinging to entertain us, 


Tour 
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Your eſtate brings you more than eighty 
livres * a year; ſurely that is enough to 
ſatisfy all your wiſhes. Buy yourſelf a 
horſe as handſome and as valuable as you 


pleaſe, treat yourſelf with cloaths to your 


fancy; you can well afford it; but re- 


member you are not to wear thoſeof other 


people. How's this? why, but this 
very morning it was through your per- 
ſuaſion I agreed to accept it. If JI was 


to believe you, I could not refuſe it with- 


out offending your brother and giving 
him uneaſineſs. And now truly I diſgrace 
IT; en Ito believe! AC Who, 

e 


The author, to account for A * en 
tuting a large eſtate, and giving the poſſeſſor the 


1 


title of a rich man, preſents us in a note; with in- 
ſtances of the extreme difference in the value of 


money between thoſe times and the preſent. He 


further informs us, that from an alteration of the 


currency,. a livre was then eighteen times its pre- 
ſent weight and intrinfic value; ſo that his eighty 
livres were in reality 1400; which i in that age 
muſt have been a W annual income. 4 


1 # ff . * 
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I Sir? Italk to you in that manner?! That 
I ſhould tell you that my brother had 
ſpoke to me when I had not ſeen him? 


Indeed, if I did not know. that you had 


been ſleeping, this language would give 
me a vaſt deal of pain. I ſhould be 
apprehenſive that your brain was affected. 
But I ſuſpe&t you are not in earneſt. 
Come, tell me truly, do you really believe 
you faw a robe on this trunk ?”-—* Yes, 
moſt undoubtedly ; it was there; I ſaw it 
as plainly as I ſee you at this moment.“ 


« Ah, my dear, you alarm me. I'll en- 


gage ſome accident happened to you on. 
the road, that you do not think proper to 
inform me of. Look at me; ha, yes in- 


deed; it is as I apprehended; your eyes 


are jaundiced, you have ſymptoms of a 
fever. Vou are certainly not in ſound 
health. Take my advice; lie down 
again; and ſince it has pleaſed God that 
your memory ſhould be affected, com- 
mend yourſelf to our lady, or to ſome 
wo ne in heaven, that it may be ro- 
es ſtored 


( 38 EK” 
ſtored to you: Make a vow to go and 
viſit the church of the Baron St. James. 
you may return by chat of the Lord St. 
Arnold: Some time fince, if you had 
been ruled by me, you- would have pro- 
miſed this laſt a large wax candle ie 
F | 


Although theſe n had ome 
effect on che mind of the huſband, yet he 
could not diveſt himſelf of the idea, that 
he had ſeena robe on the trunk ; and he 
ſent for all his ſervants to interrogate them 
on the ſubject. But not one of them, as 
| beſore ſtated, had ſeen the Knight: and 
even if they had been privy to the whole 
affair, they would have been careful how 
they ventured to contradict their miſtreſs. 
The huſband then was induced, upon the 
_ whole, to think his ſenſes were diſturbed; 
and ſeemingly alarmed at what had hap- 
pened, vowed a pilgrimage to St. James's 
church; and in conſequence ſet out ou 
1 three has bbs after. 


Gentlemen 


jes's 


nen; 


C 3 1: 
Gentlemen, huſbands ! this ſtory 1 is 


intended for your admonition. I warn 
you not to truſt the evidence of your own. 


eyes; but if you mean to do well, and to 
paſs quietly through life, you muſte be- 
lieve only what your wives tell n. | 
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1 THE BUTCHER OF. ABBEVILLE. 


T1 L E S, a N of en, be- 
4 ing benighted on his return from 
the market of O;/emont and obliged to ſtop 
in the road at Bailleul, enquired of an 
old woman, whom he met, whether there 
was in the village any inn or houſe, in 
which he could be accommodated with a 
night's lodging. There is one,” an- 
ſwered the good woman, © but it will 
afford you but indifferent fare. I would 
rather adviſe you to apply to Sire Gautier, 
our parſon. He is the only one in the 
village that keeps good wine; and to my 
knowledge he has lately received two 
-caſks from Noyentel. - | | 


Saw > 4a =_ 


Miles followed the N of the old 
woman, and went to knock at the door of 
the paſtor. This laſt was a man of an 
auſtere and brutal temper. Without 
82 opening the oor, orſo much as putting 
his 


res 
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the 
fon 
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his head out of the Windo ple called out 
trom the further extremity of the room, 
do know what our traveller wanted.” The 
- butcher told him he was a poor man, who 
had been'travelling on foot all day, and, 
being afraid of robbers; wanted to beg 
ſhelter for the night. The prieſt made 
him a ſhort anſwer, that his houſe was 
not intended for the reception of clod- 
hoppers: / Surpriſed to hear ſuch lan- 
guage from a divine, the butcher expoſ- 
tulated;-reprefented that he was a man, 
no leſs than the nobleſt Knight in France, 
and, moreover, offered to pay any rea- 
ſonable price for his lodging. All the 

reply OO e AN 

11 

the he went away, fully reſolved: be = 
hd on the parſon, if ever he could 
find an opportunity, he perceived a flocx 4 
of ſheep approaching him, and enquired 
to hom they belonged. Sir, ſaid the 
ſhepherd,” they are the property of par- 
ſon” Gautier. Miles overjoyed at this 
el II. E 5 wn 7 


_ give for a ſupper. ' This obtained him a 


CN 
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an went and placed himſelf be- 


hind a hedge; and, as the ſheep were 
filing off, one aſter another, he ſingled 
out the fineſt and beſt conditioned, and 
clandeſtinely carried it off. A few mi- 


nutes after, he went again and knocked 


at the parſon's door. Being aſked his 


buſineſs and who he was, he. anſwered 
that he was a butcher from A#beville, and 
was bringing a fat ſheep from the mar- 
ket of Oi/emont, which he would gladly 


very hearty welcome. He then made the 


- parſon obſerve the fine condition of the 


animal, and declared that for his part, he 


would be fatisfied with the ſkin. After 


going himſelf and cutting it up in the 
kitchen, he returned, while the ſervant 


was dreſſing part of it, to chat with the 
parſun. * «rt. : err yearly ff 8 
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His reverence kept a miſtreſs, whom 


he always ſhut up in her chamber on the 


„. and — * was 
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one reaſon * refuſing at firſt to open the 
door to the butc her. But the preſent of 
the mutton put him 1 in ſuch good humour 


that he deſired the girl to come down and 
partake of the ſupper. The evening was 
ſpent in great mirth and feſtivity. On 


breaking up from table, Gautier went up 
ſtairs with his lady, and deſired the maid 


ſervant to ſhew Miles into the room, that 


was intended for him, and to obſerve that 
he wanted nothing. 12 Miles, however, ſet- 


tled matters with the maid ſo as not to 


be obliged to lie alone; what engaged 


The next morning whilſt the rode; 
was gone to ſay maſs, the butcher went 
up to the lady's chamber, on pretence of 


taking leave and thanking her for her ci- 
vilities. She had not yet riſen out of bed. 


Miles drawing aſide the cloaths a little, 


expreſſed his rapture at her charms, again 


made the offer of the ſheep's ſkin, and 
5600! E = got | 


her to be fo complaiſant was a n | 
1 * 
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got for the ſame reward the favour he had 
"before. obtained from the maid-ſeryant. 
After this he repaired to the church to 
find Gautier, and made a propoſal to him 
of ſelling the ſkin, which he ſaid would 
incommode bim on his journey, for a 
third leſs than ĩt was worth. The bargain 
was inſtantly ſtruck ; Gautier | gave him 
the price in ready money; and begged to 
be favoured with another viſit, the next 
50 WE thanld pee chrovgh Bed. 
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Beans hide Py e miſtreſs had 
no ſooner acquired her right tothe/ſheep's 
ſkin, than ſhe came down ſtairs. to take 
poſſeſſion. - The maid, whoſe preten- 
| fions were the fame, alſo laid claim to 
it: and this gave riſe to a deſperate 
quarrel, - which began with mutual abuſe 
and terminated in blows; and, pulling 
caps. Gautier, coming in, was obliged 
to nee and to ſeparate the comba- 
tants. He enquired into the cauſe of 
their t __ then FOI to-have 
ſome 


— 
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ſome inſight i into LF had happened, he 


Hs to turn Them both out of 


17 * 
doors. 


juſt at that moment came the ſhep- 
herd, with a bewildered look, to tell his 
maſter that one of the ſneep was miſſing, 
without it being poſſible for him to ac- 
count for the loſs; unleſs it was ſtolen by 
a fellow, who accoſted him the night be- 
fore; as he was driving the flock into 


fold. Gautier deſired him to deſcribe the 
man ; and found it was no other than his 


butcher. He then produced the hide of 
the ſheep, which the ſhepherd perfectly 


recollected. The whole affair was then 


cleared up; and it was found that Miles, 
after having been lodged: and feaſted by 
the Parſon, after having amuſed himſelf 
with the two girls, was not content, but 
had even contrived to get payment for his 
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cobNTRTM AN on the 25 
of the annunciation went with his 


wie to church. ver gooey who was 


divine . addreſſed an Banz to 
His pariſhioners, in which he vehemently 
erhorted them to charity; among other 
arguments in favour of giving for the 
fake of God, ſtating the return-that would 
be made; HO | feud, beg e re- 
= ns H. Kn | 

/ This hy Nabel upon the 
Wm Wife, ſaid he on leaving 


the church, “ did you attend to what our 


prieſt has juſt been ſaying? Since God 


mind to give away our cow far his ſake; 


Beſides: ſhe; does not afford. us much 


milk. What think you?” You will 
do well,” anſwered the wife, © if it be o 


n oO peturn.” 


The 


K 43 5 

The villager, in conſequence of ROY 
determinaticn, went to looſen his cow, 
and conducted her to the parſon, whom 
he entreated with upliſted hands | to ac-. 
cept. the gift... « It is the only one 1 
have, ſaid he; I offer it to you in the 
name of God. At the ſame time, he 
put into the Prieſts hand the halter of 
the beaſt. Cynſtant applauded vaſtly this 
conduct of his pariſhoner ;, and heartily 
wiſhed that. his diſcourſe had 1 6 ſo 
happily on the reſt. 
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When hich countryman. was. gone, the 
N 0 his clerk to take the c 
he had juſt gotten, to the ſtable, and to 
tie its horns with thoſe of his own, that 
they might be uſed to each other. The 
clerk obeyed the order and then returned. 
The parſon's cow continued feeding very 
peaceably, but the other, frightened at 
her aſſociate, or not liking the ſituation 
he was in, began to draw aſide and to en- 
deavour at getting away. By repeated 


* 


** 
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tugs ſhe bet drew her companion out 
of the cow-houſe; and thence from mea- 
dow to meadow, and from field to field, 
till ſhe dragged her to the door of her 
owl fable.” The countrymian who ſaw 
them arrive together, called out his wife 
to be a wWitneſs of the miracle. They 
then congratulated themſelves on having 

given their co to God, and agreed that 
the Parſon Was right'ini ſaying, thar he 
repaid ' twofold. Nevertheleſs, their 
ſtable being too ſmall to contain both the 
| beaſts, they reſolved without delay to 
get rid of the new comer, and the 
countryman inftantly led it to market. 
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CITIZEN 7 7 ee a mn 
of ref} pectability and in affluent eir- 


expence and irregular pleaſures, Thkir 
houſe was contiguous to that of a poor 
man, who had nothing to boaſt! of but a 
M very pretty daughter. The young bbet= 
tine, being ſtruck with the beauty of the 
he girl, [cultivated an intimacy with his 
A neighbour! in hopes of entrapping the 
. daughter. He courted and made love 


| to her ſor a long time:; but ſhe did not 


want prudence, and always replied to 
his ſolicitations: Sir, I ſhall never love 


ay one but my huſband ;it depends upon 


yourſelf whether you will purchaſe my 


you, that I ſhould prefer you to all others 


. The amorous youth. wiſhed nothing * 
7 . but he was ee 
REA PP | "i 


cumſtances, had a ſon much addicted to 


affections upon thoſe terms; - you have 
my entire concurrence, and I declare to 
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his father would not conſent ; and that 
apprehenſion was well founded. The 
old man, indeed, judging the match in- 
N eb hy on not to o think 
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of the town, who by the death of his 
wife; had become à widower, came to 
ſolicit the girl hand; and ſpon aſter 

married her. I leave you to conceive 
the chagrin of the young citizen on the 
occaſion. He complained he wept ; 
endeavoured: by all means to circumvent 
the marriage; curſed his father's for- 
tune; but at laſt, when he found it was 
impoſſible to prevent it, he conſoled him- 
ſelf as well as he could under the diſ- 
appointment; and thought of nothing 
further than obtaining from the matron 
what lie had before ſought from the maid. 
He accordingly dreſſed himſelf in the 
gayeſt manner, and went to pay a viſit to 
the' newly married lady. But ſhe re- 
at 4 ceived 
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ceived him fo ill, and deſired him in fo 


diſcouraging a manner not to come again 
to egos wp wa Pod 
wi I int | 
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ene at th: a cle he had met 
een agitated wich diſappointed paſ- 
ſion, he went to compoſe himſelf in a 
neighbouring houſe that belonged to an 
old-mantua-maker of his acquaintance, 
whoſe name was Auberea. She, obſerveing 
him pale and trembling, aſked him what 
was the matter? He, in a manner, re- 
lated to the old woman the particulars of 
his amour, and declared that he could 
not live without the eee r his 
GN” e f 


Now this Huberea: at an nn was 
this moſt, - notable woman in exiſtence. 
There was no man, however ſagacious, 
that ſhe could not lead with a ſtring, if 
ſhe once attempted it. What,” ſaid ſhe 
to the youth, © does fo trifling a matter 
make 
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make you miſerable?- My poor amorous 
#riend take courage. III engage that 
vou ſhall ſoon have a private meeting 
s with her; and her own jealous huſband 
hall be the very perſon to procure you 
that ſatisfaction. But what will you give 
me?” The lover, in his tranſportat this 
aſſurance promiſed fifty livres. «(Go and 
bring them” replied Auberea. He went 
accordingly.” © Now give me your great 
coat,” added ſhe, . and retire; but keep 
yourſelf in readineſs this night and the 
next, in caſe I ſhould have to call you.” 


Her plans all arranged and ſettled in 


her head, Auberra watched from her 
window, to ſee when the merchant ſhould 
go out upon his buſineſs. No ſooner did 

| ſhe perceive him clear of the threſhold of 
his door than the put on her ſhort mantle, 
rolled up the youth's great coat, put it in 
the form of a bundle under her arm, and 
thus went towait upon the newly married 
1 God be with you, cried ſhe, my 


beauteous 
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beauteous dame, and may he have mercy 
on the poor lady who is dead and gone. 
What a good-hearted creature it was! 
ſhe was the 1dol of all in this part of the 
city. I could not paſs by her door, but 
ſhe would cry out “ come in, Dame Au- 
* Berea, walk in then I ſay.” Then would 
ſhe offer me a chair, and make me chat 
with her. If ever I wanted any thing 1 
came at once to aſk for it. It was all the 
ſame; ſhe would have given me any 
thing, even to her heart's blood. Ah! 
I have met with a great loſs in her.“ 
« Don't weep on that account, neigh- 
bour,” anſwered the wife.“ What is it you 
are in want of? Tell me.” “ I aſk par- 
don for the liberty I take, my good lady; 
but ſince you are ſo kind, J muſt inform 
you that you have it in your power to re- 
ſtore life to me. For ſomie time my daugh- 
ter has been ill. She has heard talk of 
your. nice White wine and your ſmall 
cakes; and it is now two days that ſhe 
bas been plaguing me to procure ſome 
Vox. IL F for 
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for her. I have till this moment always 
declined coming, becauſe I am not ac- 
cuſtomed to trouble thoſe with whom 1 
am not acquainted. . But what is not one 
capable of doing for a child? You will 
be ſenſible of that yourſelf ſome future 
dap, as well as me, my gentle neighbour.” 
« You were to blame in not coming be- 
fore, Dame Auberea. There is nothing 
that my huſband and 1 would not have 
gladly ſpared for the relief of your 
daughter. But fit you down.“ “ How 
truly you deſerve all manner of happi- 
neſs,” ſaid Auberea, ſeating herſelf; *and] 


ſhall pray to god to grant it to you ever! 


Indeed my deceaſed lady had every reaſon 
to be happy in her huſband. He refuſed 
her nothing, money, dreſs or trinkets. 1 
who now tell it you, knew all thoſe cir- 
cumſtances well. For inſtance, there- 
| abouts ſtood her bed. — 


In ſaying theſe words, Auberea enters 
further into the houſe. She inſpects the 
apartments, examines the nn and 


gelires 


0 
} 
d 
5 
t] 


< Po) nk 
deſires to ſee the lady's wardrobe. A 
young married woman in ſucha caſe ſel- 
dom requires much preſſing. She diſ- 
plays all her habits before the old woman; 
then deſires her to look at the bed. 
« There,” ſaid ſhe, * is where my huſband, 
and I ſleep. This was all Autereawanted. 


In feeling the bed, to examine its quality, 


ſhe thruſts in, with great dexterity, and 
without being perceived, the rolled up 
bundle which ſhe had kept concealed 
under her mantle. | They chat and goſſip 
together for ſome little time longer. 
Atlaſt the mantua-maker pretended, to 
recolle& herſelf, and to conſider that her 
daughter would be impatient at herlong 
abſence. : They gave her a bottle of 


wine, a roll and a cake, with which ſne 


p40 


At 8 the huſband ene after 


having run about from place to place on 
his buſineſs ; and being fatigued, he or- 


dered ſupper immediately, that he might 


| Ot go. 
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go to bed betimes. But ſcarcely had he 
got into bed, before he felt ſomething 
under his ſide, that incommoded him. 
He raiſed hiniſelf up and groped, 
till he drew out the old voman's 
bundle. He turned pale at the fight, A 
dagger plunged into his breaſt that mo- 
ment would hardly have forced out a 
drop of blood. He bolted the door to 
have leiſure fully to examine the bundle, 
and finds it to be a man's great coat. 
am betrayed, then exclaimed he in a 
piteous tone! She loves another and mar- 
ried me only for convenience!“ He 
threw himſelf in an agony of grief upon 
the bed. A moment after he rifes up 
and ftrides about diſtractedly ; then he 
ftops ſhort, to conſider what meaſures are 
proper to be taken. But the more he 
reflects, the more he is puzzled. 4A 
thouſand ideas, riſing in deſperation one 
above another, aſſail at once his troubled 
ſoul. At length his fury increaſed to 
ſuch a degree, that he goes dawn ſtairs, 


Wir 


(m2 
ſeizes his wife by the arm, and turns her 
out of the houſe, after loading her with 
xeproaches. | | 


She is aſtoniſhed to find herſelf at 
once, without having had time to ſay a 
word in her defence, at midnight in the 
midſt of the ſtreet. She has not power 
to move a ſtep, ſo great is her amaze- 
ment. | Auberea, who had foreſeen what 
would probably happen, was upon the | 
watch to wait the iſſue. She runs up to 
the wife, what, is it you, my good 
lady? What are you ſeeking in the ſtreets 
at this late hour? Has any accident hap- 
pened ?” — Oh! my good friend, 
Auberea, how fortunate I am to meet 
you! and yet what a ſad unaccountable 
misfortune has brought me here! My 
huſband: juſt now came in a rage, and 


drove me out, I know not wherefore. I 


Jam almoſt diſtracted, For God's ſake, 
do me the favour to-bear me company to 
my father's houſe.” Have a care, what 

bay... . are 
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are you about? replied the cunning old 
ſtrumpet; .* it would be known in the 


toun, and your adventure would make a 


fine piece of public ſcandal. Beſides, 
would you expoſe yourſelf to a bitter re- 
primand ? That you may be ſure is all 


you would get from your father. He 


would ſuppoſe you had been. detected in 
an intrigue, and would ſend you back to 
your huſband. Take my word for it, 
this muſt be the effect of liquor; come to 
my houſe while your huſband fleeps off 
his debauch; To-mozrow, when his 
head is in order, we will return together, 
and you will find he will not be ſenſible 
of what he has now been doing.—As you 
have obliged me, it is but uſt that 1 
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- Withour waiting for an leet beer 
iner took the dame, and conducted her 
to an inner chamber of her houſe. Now 
faid ſhe, you are in perfect ſaſety; recover 
yourſelf, while I go and provide ſome- 
2 1 ching 
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thing for your ſupper.” —* Oh! no,“ 
anſwered the other, © Fam choaked with 
anguiſh; it is impoſſible for me to ſwal- 
low a morſel.” Auberta finding that her 
gueſt would take no refreſhment, adviſed 
her at laſt to lie down. She at firſt re- 
fuſed ; but at laſt by force of argument 


and importunity, ſhe was perſuaded to 
ben herſelf and 80 to bed. 


8 was ſhe diſpoſed of there, be- 
fore the old woman had run to acquaint 
her young ' gallant with the incident. 
after the hopes that had been given him, 
he thought as one may ſuppoſe, but little 
of fleep ; but continued fitting in expec- 
tation at the window. What news,” 
cned he? Very good. The bird is 
caught.” He then leaps down the ſtairs, 
ered four at a time, and haſtens to Auberea 5 
her houſe. 


Iba follows is but too ' eaſily conceived. 
Wi af at firſt refifts and threatens to 2 
Ie 
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the neighbourbood the young lover repre- 
 fents to her, that. if any ſhould: come and find 


ber there, it would be a difficult matter to con- 
vince them of her innocencce. He takes the 


advantage of the ſurprize and trouble ſhe is 


in. | The new Lucretia yields; but \leſs fe- 
vere than - the other, fhe at Magie and 
embraces. her ſubduer. 


In the morning, when the bell rung for 


matines at the Abbey of St. Corneille, 


Auberea entered the chamber of the two 
lovers. © Ariſe, ſaid ſhe to the young 
citizen, and leave this place.“ And 


_ why go pot fo ſoon} It is not yet broad 
day- light. Come obey me, without 


heſitation, e with that I ſhould again 


do you a ſervice. And you, lady, muſt 
now think of returning to your huſband ; 
it is my buſineſs. to manage it; dreſs 
| yourſelf and come along with me.” 


 Auberea then went out with the young 
wide, whom ſhe conducted to the church | 
ef 


ng 
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of the Abbey. There, placing her on 
her knees in a corner, and lighting a wax 
taper near her, ſhe: put into her hands a 
large book, and deſired her to continue 
in that poſture, till ſhe fhould return. 
The old woman then ran to the huſband. 
He had paſſed the whole night in walk 
ing up and down his room, and reflect- 
ing on the miſhap, which had given him 
ſo much trouble. He repented, however, 
having turned out his wife, and was con- 
tinually liſtening, in hopes to hear her 
return. He no ſooner heard a knock, 

than he ran in haſte to to the door, and 
faw Anberea;, who told him that having 
had that night a terrible dream, and going 
to the Abbey to pray to god char he 
would avert the evit that threatened her, 
the there vas ſurpriſed to find his wife 
in tears. You muſt have very little 
feeling, ſaid ſhe, to ſend to church at ſo 


h early an hour a young creature ſo amiable | 


and ſo pretty, whom you ſhould rather 


| eblige to lie in bed till the day was a lit- 
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n 
tle advanced, for the benefit of her 
health. At the church, cried the 


huſband with aſtoniſhment, and at the 


ſame time, not without ſatisfaction 
« Dame Auberea, you ſurely are not in 


 " entneſt?"< Yes, Sir, ſhe: really is at 
church; and if you will not believe me, 
: con there and ne your own Fes. 7 


5 


n with _— bund his vie 
in the poſture in Which Auberen had 


placed her, ſeeming to pray with great 


devotion. This edifying fight brought 
fo fudden a calm within his breaſt, that 
he took her by the hand, and aſter apo- 
logizing to her, by the avowal that he had 
the night before drunk rather too freely, 


coat, filled his mind with doubts which 


he could not ſolve; and with an uneaſineſs 


of which he could not get the better: and 


the whole morning he could not help 


thinking and puzzling himſelf about it... 


That 


he took her home along with him. | Ne- 
vertheleſs, the circumſtance of the great- 


{ 59 3 
That was the only point on which it 


remained for Auberea to triumph over the 
huſband;- She placed herſelf in the 
manner ſhe had done the day before, at 
her window to watch when he went out; 
No ſooner did ſhe ſee him make his ap- 
pearance in the ſtreet, than ſhe began to 
cry out in theanoſt diſtreſſed tone: „thirty 
pence, oh, Chriſt! thirty pence ! I ſhall 


c never recover it.” In ſaying theſe words, 
dme ſtruck her breaft, and wept as if her 
\s ; 


heart was breaking. 


At her cries, the merchant ſtopped to 
know the .cauſe of her affliction. The 
cunning old baggage, without ſeeming to 
Ys ſee; him, and as one ' diſtracted, kept 
e WW crying: © Thirty-pence, good God! where 
t- W amlto find them? I am ruined; they 
will foon come and ſeize upon my effects; 


els ah, this was the miſchief my dream fore- 
nd told me !” 
p r 
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Theſe lamentations, which had the 
appearance of ſincerity; excited the oom 


paſſion and the curioſity of the merchant. 
He went into the houſe and pulling A 


Berta by the fleeve, aſked her again 
what it was that ſo grievouſly affected 
her. © Sir,” ſaid ſhe, * hear if I have 
not fubſtantial cauſe for grief. Yeſterday 
a young man brought me a great coat; 
ſome of the furred border required ftitch- 
ing, and I was to return it to him this 
morning. I immediately began to work 
at it; but having occaſion to go out, ] 
took it with me, that I might not loſe 


time or diſappoint the owner ; and I have 


been ſo unlucky as to leave it in ſome 


place or other; but where I cannot poſ- 
ſibly gueſs. The youth to whom it be- 


longed, has juſt been with me to demand 
it; and as I could not return it to him, 


he has threatened to proſecute me, unleſs 
1 paid him thirty pence; at which he 
values it.— Thirty pence ! neighbour. 


Think what a ſum that is for me to raiſe. 
Alas, 


( 61 ), 
Alas, if I cannot find the coat, it will be 
beſt for me to go at once and droun my- 
ſelf in the river.” © Tellme, good Aube- 
rea,” replied the merchant, « were you 
not yeſterday at my houſc? - Tes, Sir, 
at the time your wife was making her 
bed; and by the fame token, that. ſhe 
made me fit down by the bed-ſide and 
chat with her for a few minutes. The 
great coat was a green one, and trimmed 
with ſquirel-ſkin. It may be further 
known by a ſeam juſt begun, and by my 
needle and thimble, which will be found 
in it.“ 5 
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Never did joy equal what the mer- 
chant felt on hearing this intelligence. 
He fully recollected that the great- coat 
was green and trimmed with fur: and 
all that remained to make him the hap- 
pieſt man on the earth, was the evidence 
of the needle and thimble. This he im- 
mediately, went to verify, and it com- 
pleted his conviction of the wife's inno- 
Vol. II. G cence. 
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cence. Thus all four were rendered 
happy; but which was moſt ſo I leave 
you to conjecture. 

The author finiſhes with the reflection, 
that ſeldom a woman will commit a fault un- 
leſs infligated by another ; and that one of the 
ftrifteft prudence, purity and virtue, may 
quickly looſe thoſe good qualities by falling in 
company with a female friend or neighbour. 
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B E R AN C E R, 
been remarkable for the valour of its 


inhabitants, there lived a knight, a wi- 
dower with an only daughter. He had 


contracted debts, and was obl iged to have 


recourſe to an uſurer ; but this tempo- 


rary. ſhift, as it generally happens, only 
ſerved to plunge him the deeper into 


unable to ſatisfy his creditor in any other 
manner, he was obliged to compound 
matters by offering his daughter in mar- 
riage to the fon. The offer was Except= 
ed, and the damſel eſpouſed the ſon of the 
uſurer. It is thus that the nobleſt race is 


deſtroyed, that chivalry degene rates, and 


that brave men are ſucceeded by a gene- 


ration of reptiles who have no paſſion but 


tor gold and ſilver. 


4. 


1 N Lombardy, a country that has not 


difficulties : ſo that in a ſhort time, being 
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The old gentleman was himſelf 
aſhamed ofthis alliance, and was morti- 
fied in his ſoul that he had caſt a blot 
upon the birth of his grand-children. 
He created, however, his ſon-in-law a 
Knight, and armed him with his own 
hand.“ Puffed up with his new title, 
our young plebian thought himſelf ele- 


vated into a hero. His nobility was the 


conſtant theme of his converſation, and 
villeins of his mockery. All he would 


liſten to, eſpecially at table, was tourna- 


ments, arms and combats. He hoped by 
that to give his wife a great opinion of 
res Te he Hong! that | it 58 8 
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One of the ALE of a Knight, * that 
to which is principally to be aſcribed the 
degradation of Chivalry, was the power of con- 


ſerring the ſame dignity upon another. / But a 


perſon of ignoble birth, who was knighted in 
this private manner, durſt not make his appear: 
ance in that character at a tournament, or in a 
public aſſembly ; and even thoſe of noble birth 
were obliged to have their creation confirmed by 


the-overeign. 


7 „ em 


nenn 


8 


"GW ) 

him the more to her contempt. To im- 
poſe on her then in a manner ſomewhat 
more ſpecious, he declared that, aſhamed 
to have ſuffered: love to chain down 


a his valour, he was reſolved at length 
n to ſhew her what a huſband ſhe had got, 
e, and engaged that if he could ſhortly fall 
e- ö in with an adverſary, he would give 
he proofs of ſuch proweſs, as all her anceſ- 
ad tors combined together would have been 
1d unable to exhibit, - | 
la- 0 

by The next 18 he 8 early; ſent for 
of arms quite new and ſhining with extraor- 


dinary luſtre; then mounted a ſhewy 
charger and ſallied forth courageouſſy. 
wat The only difficulty was to determine 
the whither he ſhould bend his courſe thus 


con. equipped ; and by what means he ſhould 


ut a continue to acquire with his rib the re- 
4 * Putation of a gallant Knight. Not far 
4 — diſtant there fortunately was a wood. 


birth Thither he repairs with full ſpeed ; ties 
d by W up his horſe, and looking round to ſee 
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e he was obſerved by nobody, he 
hangs his ſhield on the trunk of a tree, 


And with all his force begins to exerciſe 
his ſwWord upon it. He likewiſe ſhivers 
dis lance to pieces againſt the tree: aſter 
vhich he returns home, with his ſhield, 
all hacked and cut, e from his 
neck *. V0 e 

. Hi WAY as 3 m his 
horte came to hold the ſtirrups. He 


commanded her to retire, and diſplaying 


his ſhattered arms, the pretended evi- 


dence of his combat, obſerved, with an 
air of contempt; that the whole family 


from which ſhe was ſo vain of deducing 


her origin, could not, together united, 


have born the dreadful aſſault which he 


nad juſt ſuſtained. She made no anſwer, 
Hut went in again, not a little ſurpriſed, 


however, 


— 
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11 | This w. Was ND manner in which the Knights 
344 carried theit Midas in travelling, when they had 
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1 
however, to ſee his ſhield battered as if 
he had been at a tournament; whilſt nei- 
ther Knight nor, horſe had received a 
ſcratch. | 


The following week our hero ſallied 
out again, and with the ſame ſucceſs. 
He had even the inſolence, on this laſt 
occaſion, when the wife came on his re- 
turn to aſſiſt him in getting off his horſe, 
to put her from him rudely with his foot, 
as if ſhe were not fit to touch a man of | | 
his extraordinary merit. The horſe, noe : 
withſtanding, had come back as freſh as | 
when he ſet out; the ſword, which was —_ 
hacked like a ſaw, did not ſnew the leaſt _ 
trace of blood, and neither the helmet | 
nor the coat of mail appeared to have re- 
ceived a ſingle blow. All theſe circum- 
ſtances excited a degree of miſtruſt in 
the wife. She ſtrongly: ſuſpected the 
truth of theſe terrible combats; and to 
know with certainty what to think of it, = 
ſheinſecret providedherſelf withthearms =_ 

55 of =_ 


- Ss <a 
— — _ d —— — —ůð*ͤ 22 a —— 
4 
-- * 
4 «a - 
- Py 2 o = 


—— — 


( 68 ) 


of a Knight, and reſolved to follow her 


huſband the next time he went out, and, 
if poſſible to retaliate by ſome kind of 
artifice. 


| 
. 
f 
He ſoon returned to the word, to diſ- c 
patch, as he gave out, three knights who \ 

a 


had dared to provoke him to combat. 


The wife prefſed himto take ſome Squires t 
armed along with him, if it were only to n 
guard againſt treachery. But this was cl 
what he would by no means agree to; © 
and declared that he had confidence tt 
enough in his own arm to meet three men 8 
without apprehenſion, or even more, it p 
they had the audacity to preſent them- . h 


ſelves againſt him. As ſoon as he was 
gone, the wife made haſte to arm herſelf. MW - 
She laced on a coat of mail, hung a 
ſword by her ſide, tied a helmet on her © 
| head, and . after the braggs hir 
docio. of 


een 


0 


where with a dreadful noiſe he was pay- 
ing away upon his new ſhield. The wife 
at the firſt fight was ſeized with a violent 
fit of laughter; but, compoſing herſelf, 
came up, and in order to pick a quarrel 
with him, addreſſed him in the following 
abrupt manner: „ Slave, by what au- 
thority doſt thou come here to cut down 


my trees, and interrupt my progreſs with 


that diſagreeable uproar? Is it to put it 


out of thy power to give me fatisfaction 
that thou deſtroyeſt t hy ſhield? Coward 


as thou art, curſed be he that does not diſ- 
piſe thee as much as I do! I here arreſt 


thee as my priſoner: follow me ware 
to rot in one of my IO Ni 


1 


; e The | poor kihight was at this addreſs 
ready to drop down with fear. He found 


himſelf caught without the leaſt chance 


of eſcaping, and did not feel courageous 
enough to fight. If a child that moment 


ad advanced towards him, he durſt not 
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Already had he reached the e i 
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lave put himſelf on the defenfive. His 
ſword ſoon dropped from his hands; he 
_ Intreated forgiveneſs, and promiſed never 
again to enter the wood during life; and 
furtheroffered, if he haddoneany damage, 
to make it good an hundred times 


over. gRBaſe- minded wretch, to ima- 
gine that gold can repreſs the indignation, 
and avert the vengeance of a brave man, 
1 ſhall ſhortly teach thee another lan- 
guage. Before we leave this pleace, 
our quarrel muſt be decided by arms. 
Quickly mount thy horſe, and think of 
defending thyſelf; for I never grant 
quarter: and F give thee notice before 
hand, that if thou art vanquiſhed, thy 
head inſtantly flies off thy ſhoulders.” 
At the ſame time, ſhe lets fall a ſmart 
blow on his helmet. The - terrified 
wretch anfwered trembling, that he had 
made a vow to God never to fight, and 
aſked; if it were not poſſible by any other 
means to make reparation. He was in- 
formed that there was one method, and 
only one. Here 
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Here it is neceſſary lo interrupt the nar- 
ration, and to claim the indulgence. of the 
reader ; ꝛobo it is io be hoped will excuſe my 

juſt mentioning, that the fair warrior pro- 
poſes to the recreant Knight to kiſs a certain 
part of her body, as an expiation for the f 
fence; that the pultroon acquieſces ; that the 
one diſmounts and preſents without maſk of 
veil, the object to which the other is to make 
ſubmiſſion,  whilft the latter taking” off bis 
helmet, approaches with one knee upon the 
ground, and with great reſpect performs the 


ceremony, which ſuggeſts lo him a very ſingu-. 
lar remark. 


When he had riſen up, he took the li- 
berty of aſking the name of his conque- 
,ror.—* Of what conſequence is that to 
you? However, I will not conceal it 
from you, whimſical as it is, and though | 
15 lam the only one of my family that has 
2 borne it. My name, then, is Beranger.— 
1d And my buſineſs is toſhame cowards.” 
3 This faid, the lady mounted her horſe 


Nin and rode off. 8 — 
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On her way was the. reſidence of a 


Knight, who had long been in love with 


her; and whoſe ſuit till then ſhe had 
always rejected. But now ſhe went into 


his houſe, told him that at laſt ſhe ac- 
cepted his vows, and even bag * 
home behind her. e 


Soon after the huſband entered, affect. | 


ing to put on his uſual confidence; when 
his people aſked him the iſſue of his re- 
cent combat; I am now at length, ſaid 
he, © going to enjoy quiet; my lands are 
entirely cleared of the free booters that 
En them.” | 


es he had difomed, he went in to 
give his wife an account of his laſt ex- 
ploit, and was greatly ſurprized to ſee a 
man ſitting by her ſide upon the couch, 


and to obſerve her embracing the ſtranger 


inſtead of getting up to receive him. He 


F began to aſſume that imperious and 


threatening tone that had n. 


lar 


5 
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| h 
liar to him, and even pretended to go 
and bring his ſword. Hold your 
peace,” ſaid ſhe, you poltroon ! or if you 
dare ſo much as to breath, I ſhall ſend 
for Beranger,—you know how he treats 
cowards.” 


That word, cloſed his mouth. He 


withdrew in confuſion; and whatever 
liberties his wife indulged in afterwards, 


he durſt not throw out the leaſt reproach, 
leſt ſhe ſhould. os his adventures in 
the foreſt... 
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THE wWwOoMAN THAT MADE THRICE, THE 


CIRCUIT OF THE CHURCH.” 
| | / 


HUSBAND that endeavours to 
entrap a cunning wife, might as 
well attempt to catch the devil. Though 
te beat her for a whole day together, and 
half kill her with ſtripes, they will Have 


: no effect the next, but ſhe will be ready to 


recommence her old tricks. It is really 
curious to ſee a woman who has a ſimple- 
ton for a huſband, and has a deſign in 
perſuading him to any thing. Obſerve 
her artifice; ſhe will contrive to wind and 

- twiſt him in ſuch a manner, as to make 
him believe at laſt that the heavens tum- 
ble down in cinders. 9 


I made this remak from the conduct of 
a young woman, who was married to 1 


BEE, either of Seu or Berry; at pre- 
5 n. 


= 


(15) 


ſent 1 do not recolle& which. But what 


1 remember well, is that ſhe had an in- 


trigue with the Parſon, and that ſhe had 
ſo violent a regard for him, that there 
was nothing, however difficult, that ſhe |, 
would not 'readily undertake, if he re- 
. to prove her affection. 


* effect, on her coming one day to 
church, the Prieſt aſter the ſervice was 
9, begged her to meet him at 
night, as he ſaid for ſome very impor- 
tant affair, in a certain ſhrubbery ; which 
ſhe agreed to without heſitation. What 
rendered it then more convenient for her, 
was the huſband being abſent from home. 
As to the buſineſs the parſon had with 
her, I can give you no account of it. 1 
ſhall only tell you, that their houſes, 
built in the middle of a large thicker, 
were full a quarter of a league diſtant , 
from each other; that about half way 
bety een the two was the ſhrubbery, and 

n that 


( 96 ). 
that it belonged to the ſervant of 2200 
Arnold.. 


U 
„ -e vibes; e wr re 
down, and the Parſon thought he could _ 
5 ſlip out, without being perceived, he * 
| \ went privately - to the ſhrubbery, and 1 
there waited for the dame. She was ſe 
Preparing on her part, to give him the nt 

meeting, when ſuddenly her huſband en- 


tered the houſe, and by his unexpected 

return, haſtily deranged the rendezvous, 

Any other woman, doubtleſs, would have ¶ fit 

” beendiſconcerted, and at a loſs what to of 

do; but our heroine had no notion of 

forfeiting her word for ſuch a trifling im- 

pediment, and notwithſtanding this un- 

| | ſeaſonable interruption, ſhe got in rea- 
1 dineſs to keep her appointment. 

175. The 


This alludes to a pleaſantry that occurs in 
0 ſome of the old French Romances; as in the ſa. 
- mous Romance of ths Roſe : 
<a Suis je mis dans la confrairie 
| Saint Arnould, le Seigneur des Count 


TT 27) 


Under pretence of not ſuffering him to 
wait in danger of getting cold, ſhe ſerved 
him with' ſupper immediately, and you 
may eaſily conceive ſhe did not trifle away 


« My dear, ſaid ſhe every moment, you 
are tired; let me adviſe you to eat but 
little. When one has walked a great 
way repoſe is moſt wanted. Come and 
lie down; take my advice; and do not 


ſit up. She was ſo impatient to get rid 
of him, that ſhe would hardly allow him 
time to finiſh his meal, but almoſt 
matched the victuals out of his mouth. 
At length, by preaching to him in the 
ſame ſtrain, ſhe ſo far prevailed on her 
good man, that flattered with her care 
Thc ¶ and attention, he ſuffered himſelf, though 
| he had not half ſatisfied his Re to be 
n to bed. 


The huſband was fatigued and wet. 


her time in preparing ſeveral diſhes. 


go and dry yourſelf by the fire merely to 
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He reckoned that his wife was going 
to lie down with him but ſeeing that ſhe 
did not begin to undreſs, he aſked her 
the reaſon, © Sir,“ ſaid the, ce it is ſtill 
time enough for me. You know that | 
am preſſed to finiſh the cloth. I have 
been working. Go to ſleep; while | 
go on with my work.” —“ Surely the 
woman is poſſeſſed with the devil,” re- 
plied the huſband in a diſcontented 
tone. © She has always ſomething to 


do, when I lie down, and then the next 


- morning it is as difficult to rouſe her.” 

- Nevertheleſs, after grumbling a little 
longer, he croſſed - himſelf and fel 
aſleep. The wife you may imagine, did 
not waſte her time in watching him ; but 
ran in haſte to the ſhrubbery, where her 
friend waited for her, and where that im- 
portant affair I mentioned, was ſo ſatis- 
factorily diſcuſſed, that the time ſlipped 
away without their being aware of it. 


About 
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ſide, called the chambermaid to know 


what was become of her. She: told me, 


anſwered the ſervant, when ſhe went our, 
that not to loſe time ſhe was going to 


finiſh her work at her godmother's. We 


need not doubt that the Squire made a 
wry face, when he learnt that his wife was 
out at ſo late an hour. He quickly put 


on his cloaths and ran to the godmother's, 
who was faſt aſleep in bed, and knew 


nothing of the 'Squire's errand. Too 
well convinced then of what he had ap- 
prehended, he returned homeward in a 
fury; and from ſome ſuſpicions that 


aroſe in his head, he thought of taking 
the ſhrubbery in his way. But the wife 


was lucky enough to. perceive him com- 
ing, and kept herſelf ſo cloſe, that he 
paſſed by without diſcovering her. Ne- 


vertheleſs, it being time to return home, 


after he had got to ſome diſtance, ſhe 


aroſe and took leave of her friend. © 1 


am 


About midnight the Squire awaked, 
and, ſurprized not to find his wife by his 
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am in the greateſt dread on your account, g 


faid the-Prieſt ; © you are going to get 


yourſelf killed; he will certainly diſpatch 


you.” — Think only of yourſelf,” re- 
plied ſhe, ſmiling; * take care that you 
are not ſeen by any one ; the reſt is my 
buſineſs, and you may ſleep in quiet.” 


On her entrance at home, 'ſhe was re- 
ceived with a torrent of abuſe. Strum- 
pet, vixen, whence came you? I'll en- 
gage you have been along with the Par- 


fon. (He ſaid the truth, alas! without 


knowing it). I can now account for 


your importunity to get me to bed.” 


She liſtened to his reproaches with aſto- 


niſhing coolneſs, did not anſwer a word, 
but let him throw away his fire, in hopes, 


no doubt, that the quarrel would end 
there. But when ſhe found that he took 
her ſilence for a confeſſion of her guilt, 
and in conſequence ſeized her by the hair 
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to cut t it off.“ « Stop, ſhe cried, « halt. 
judge whether I am to blame. You know 
| Sir, the extreme anxiety I have to get 
8 you an heir. I now think myſelf fully 
aſſured of one, and my vows are in part 
fulfilled already. But I am ſtill igno= 
rant of the ſex of the infant that I have 
conceived, and that is what I am ſo de- 
ſirous to know. I have been enquiring 
of every body; I have queſtioned all ny 
female friends, and they told me 
but you will laugh at me: and then, af- 
* ane * ed 5 
to Wr 1 tun taz. 

* It was the cuſtom e among the Th 
mans, and carried into Gaul by the Franks, for 
women convicted of adultery to have their heads 
ſhaved. A nation, that held the hair of the head 
in ſuch eſteem, as to make it adiſtinguiſhing ſign of 
nobility, muſt have attached a ſtigma to the. loſs 
of it. Under the firſt race of Kings, the cutting 
off of the hair rendered a Prince of the blood in- 
capable of ſucceeding to the crown. 


„ 

This appearance of myſtery, this air of 
embarraſſment, and the beginning of an 
explanation ſo ſingular, excited the cu- 
riofity of the huſband. He ordered her 
to goon. But ſhe required a good deal 
of preſſing, made him promife that he 
would not laugh at her, and at length as 
he was going to be angry, ſhe proceeded: 
« Well, fince you are reſolved to know 
it, they inſtructed me in a ſecret,” which 
they lay is infallible; and this is it. One 
muſt go three nights running to the gate 
of the church, and each time walk three 
times round the walls without ſpeaking; 
| afterwards one muſt ſay the Lord's 
Prayer three times, and laſtly dig a hole 
with one's nails in the earth. The third 
day after, one is to go and examine the 
hole. If it is open, the child will be a 
boy; if ſhut, a girl. The day befare 
yeſterday I began the ſolemn proceſs ; to 


5 night I finiſhed my laſt circuit, and to- 


morrow 1 ſhall be acquainted with the 
| iſſue; 


= 
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ine; or as it is now paſt midnight, I 
can this inſtant learn it, if FO will * 
me leave.“ 

She chen begged her huſband to return 
with her to the church. It was in vain 
that he endeavoured to be excufed, and 
arged that it would be foon enough when 
they went to maſs ; the preſſed him ſo 
importunately, and fhewed ſo extrava- 
gant a deſire to ſatisfy her longings, that 
the honeſt ſquire, in conſideration of the 
condition ſhe declared herſelf to be in, 
at laſt agreed to accompany her. AL 
though there was light enough to direct 
their way, fhe infifted on taking a 
lanthorn, that they might ſee the better. 


When they arrived at the church gate, 
ſhe ſhews him, at a ſmall diſtance from 
it, the ſpot where ſhe ſaid ſhe had been 
digging, and begs him to go and ſee 
what ſhe was to expect. He approaches: 
the place, looks about, opens the lan- 

thorn, 
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thorn, looks again, and cries he can find 
no hole. At this intelligence the wife 


runs up to him in tranſport. She throws 


her arms round his neck, weeps through 


Joy, embraces him over and over again, 
falls upon her knees to thank God for the 


favour ſhe has obtained, and plays fo 
many extravagant tricks, that the huſ- 
band, enraptured likewiſe, embraces her 


in his turn, and returns home with her 


ful! of! Jo 


What arc e eto ag rut Gon this ſtory? 


only this: when a woman has got a ſimple 
huſband, it is her own fault, if ſhe does 
not obtain all that ſhe deſires. 
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THE WOMAN THAT ENSNARED 4 PRIEST; 


| 


A PROVOST AND A | RANGER; 


AY 1 "mY \ 
( ' CONSTANT DU 7 HAMEL. 
CE ef 

JSABEL, = a young abt a 

wife of an ' induſtrious, hard-working 
man; named Conſtant du Hamel, had at 
one time in the train of her admirers the 
Parſon of the pariſh, the Provoſt; and 
the Ranger of the foreſt. They all three 
made their addreſſes, offering for her fa- 
vour, the firſt. twenty livres, the ſecond- 
ten, and the laſt a gold ring. To. all 
their ſolicitations the | prudent wife 
anſwered, that her huſband maintained 
her by his labour, and that in return ſhe” 
contributed to his happineſs ; that ſhe 
ſhould eſteem herſelf the moſt contemp- 
tible of beings, if ſhe were to repay his 
e with Maca 1 
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One day our three lovers met to take 


_aglals of wine togethen. Soon being 
© warmed by the liquor, they began to talk 
of what was uppermoſt in their thoughts, 
that is, dame Jabel. One declared that 
he would readily. faſt. forty days, to break 
it at the expiration of that time with ſo 
_ dainty a morſel; another, that to paſs a 

night with her, he would ſubmit to dic 
the next morning. The parſon, being 
more enterprizing, exclaimed againſt 
their want of ſpirit, and aſſerted that if 


they whuld only come to a good under- 


ſtanding together, they might all three 
have this fine woman at a much caſier 
rate. All that is neceſſary to be 
done, ſaid he, is to ruin the clown, her 
huſband, and either to get him locked up, 
or oblige him to fly the country. When 
ſhe finds herſelf in diſtreſs, ſhe muſt come 


to us in her turn, and humbly accept what 
ſhe now rejects. with ſo much haughti- 


neſs.” This wicked project was adopted; 
and the three fornicators _— on the 
per 
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part each fliould take! in it. On the 


Sunday following the paſtor mounted the 


pulpit, and ſeeing Conſtant in the church, 
he denounced before the pariſhioners his 


excommunication, as one who had in- 
fringed the holy canons, by marrying his 
godmother; In conſequence he ordered 
them to turn him oor'of the chureh; 


otherwiſe the divine ſervice would be ſuſ— 


pended. The villager on this retired in 
conſternation. He went to the Parſon's 


houſe; waited there till the Prieſt re- 


turned home; andi sconjured him with 
uplifted hands to have compaſſion on 
him, and to procure his abſolution of the 
Archbiſhop.' He even offered to pay 
for the favour before hand, and propoſed 


eight livres. The other accepted his 


offer, the more readily, as by that means 
he hoped to make the boor pay for che 
civilities he expetted from the wits, 


tees 1 "OF in tears Ia | 


be embracing him affectionately, aſked 


449 14 him 
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him the cauſe of-his ſorrow. 
ſaw without difficulty into the motive of 
 theperſecttion, and comforted him with 
the aſſurance that ſhe, would find means 


She ſoon 


to put a ſtop to ãt that night. They fat 
down to table; but ſcarcely had they com- 
menced their meal, before a meſſenger 
arrived to ſummons. Gonſftant before the 
. Kal 2187 41 


Thie * a oh accuſed him of having 
in the night broke into the Lord's barn, 
and ſtolen his corn: and for this pretended 
offence, he ordered him to be impriſon- 
ed, and threatened chat the next day the 
gallows ſhould be prepared for him. The 
unhappy man in vain proteſted that in 
the courſe of his life he had never robbed 
any one, and that he would rather die than 
Neal a grain. His proteſtations were 
tMreated as mere falſhood ; and ſuborned 
evidence was ſet, up, that the traces of 
the corn were found from the barn to his 
hauſe. AK: taſt, Oy that he was to 
=" expect 
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Npect nothing leſs than condemnation 


to die; he judged it moſt adviſeable to 
compound for mercy, and offered the 
Provoſt twenty livres, which he accepted. 


' Py pe P 1 
4 = ” * 


On his way home, he perceived his 
ſervant running towards him; this man 


came with the news that the ranger had 


ſcized his two oxen, © on account,” as he 
ſays, «of your having laſt week cut down 
ſeveral trees in the foreſt.  Conflant 
then throws down his hood, and runs 


after the Ranger. But this affair turned 


out like the others; the poor devil could 
not get back his oxen, without engaging 
to pay an hundred pence for their ran- 
ſom. 1 r If i ml. 
N 460d 21 00 O44 41014294400 11107 
He returns to lament his ' misfortunes: 
but his wife makes light of theſe per- 
ſecutions, and -promiſes / Conſtant to give 
him ſhortly ample vengeance on his three 
13 enemies, 
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enemies, and to afford him as much di- 


verſion at their coſt, as he has * ex- 


1 e 


The next Heng after having con. 


cealed her huſband, Label calls Galatri 
her maid ſervant, and orders her to warm 


lome water for a bath. While the water 
is warming, ſhe acquaints the girl with 
all che particulars of her correſpondence 
with the three gallants, as well as with her 
defign of puniſhing them; and then 
fends her to the Parſon. You muſt 


tell him in confidence,“ ſaid ſhe, © that 


Qiſtam is obliged to pay twenty livres to- 
day, and is not in poſſeſſion of a ſous; and 
that if he will come and bring me the 
ſum he laſt offered me, he need not fear 
meeting with a good reception.” 

FCalotrut was a clumſy country wench, 
of a heavy, ſtupid appearance, but with: 


great. deal of cunning and archneſs a 


bottom. She performed her part at the 
Parſon: 


* 


2 Www of 7 
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1 WW Parſon's: ſo dextrouſly, that he in his 


X- 


on- 
trot 
um 
ater 
with 
2nce 
her 
then 
muſt 
that 
8 (0. 
; and 
> the 
feat 


ench, 
vitha 
eſs at 
at the 
xrſon! 


tranſport embraced her and gave her 


 twenty=pence to buy her a petticoat- He 


then went to his ſtrong box for the ſum re- 
quired, and putting on a ſcarlet mantle, 
trimmed with white fur, he haſtened with 
his offering. The dame received him 


vith great good-humour, and: chatted 


with him for a little while. She then 
propoſed, before ſhe diſcharged the ob- 
ligation, that they ſhould bath together. 
He agreed to it cordially: but no ſooner 
was he in the bath, than ſhecarried off his 


cloaths, and put them under lock and key; 


after which ſhe diſpatched MAY maid ſer- 


vant to the e 


bene no claim to any further 
regard from me, ſaid Galotrot to him, 


s fince you ſeem to have forgot me. 


See hat it is to be rich; one becomes 
too proud to ſalute one's oun relations. 


But, for my part, I have no malice in my 


nature, and am inclined to return good 


for 
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for evil. There's my miſtreſs in the 


greateſt diſtreſs at home. She is in want 
of money. Go, and take advantage of 


the opportunity; but _ eue * un t 


PM that d 8 e : en 
211 . * $15. %.0 Worry 
The: Provoſt n a:  chguſund/ apo- 
logies to his fat:couſin-for. the t of 


which ſhe .complained ; he paid 


great many compliments, and N 
better, gave her twenty pence as well as 


the Parſon ; then ſupplying himſelf with 
money, he went with her and knocked at 
Labels door. Heavens! It is my 
huſband,” cried the wife. At this in- 


telligence, the parſon leaped out of the 


bath; and being naked laboured under 
the moſt dreadful apprehenſions from the 


diſcovery. Not knowing where to hide 


himſelf, “go, ſaid ſhe, into the next 
room, and conceal yourſelf in that great 
barrel, where 1055 will find n of fea- 
100, 82 40 nn t din ee et: ow 
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thers. III cover you with this winnow- 
ing fan. Conſtant will never think of 
"YM for 4 there. 71 441 


Jabel had 1 no ſooner 5 hee! firſt 
lover, than ſhe went to open the door for 
the ſecond. She likewiſe propoſed bath- 
ing to him, ſecured his cloaths in the 
ſame, manner, and then ſent Galotrut to 


the Ranger. 


My miſtreſs gave you but an indif- 
ferent reception yeſterday,” ſays Gahiroi, 
to the foreſter. © I have given her a 
ſmart leſſon for it, and have brought her 
to acknowledge, that your ring would ſuit 
her finger admirably. After that you 
know beſt what to do. All I wanted was 
to give you a proof of my good will, and 
muſt return home N Baregg 
'The en Gale 0 the rin 
mation, gave Galotret ten pence, and 
1 uM with his ring to abel. She being 
| i 


preſſed by the Provoſt to come into the F 
bath, began to undreſs. herſelf,” but to 


-himſelf.: The latter cries out with the 


(9 


gain time, did it as flowly as poſſible. At 
the noiſe madeby the Ranger at the door, 
me ſeemed terrified, and cried: out as be- 


2 5 ron! nn = 


ſore, It is my huſband ! Iam undone !” 


The Provoſt knows not where to run; 


ul ſhe directs him likewiſe to the large W . 


caſk. He jumps in feet foremoſt, and 

. - 1/ 
comes with violence upon the parſon, who iW b. 
had crept under the feathers to conceal 


pain. This leads them to a diſcovery of ba 


[eachother ; they find that they are caught R: 


in the ſame trap; but it was then too 
late; they could not get out, but muſt pr 


wann r tte 
| 3 ä wh 
L744 Very ſoon the fame manceuvre was Ml © 
played upon the Ranger, who joined the | ; 
other two in the caſk: for Conſtant to þ 
hte him, calle put from his hiding W 


place, and came forward with an axe in 
his — 1fatel then, to be completely 
ban revenged, 


a revenged, propoſed to her huſband, to 


bath; the dame undreſſes; but as ſhe is 
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ſend for the wives of the three priſoners, 
one after another, and on the very ſpot to 
confer upon them the honours 1 had 
nn for him. 


Galatrotis again employed as tlie el. 
ſenger. Firſt arrives the Parſon's wife. 
Jabel, through civility; offers her the 


going to enter the tub, Conſtant appears, | | 
and quickly makes her expiate her huſ- 1 
band's offence. The Provoſt and the | 
Ranger, who from their hiding place, 
are ſpectators of the - ſeene, rally the 
Prieſt on it. Soon after their wives come, 
when the laugh is turned againſt them, 
and the Parſon banters they in his ene . 
ect the een are not let off wich 
this. Cunſtant, coming up to the cafk 
with his hatchet in one hand, and a can- 
dle in the other, enquires who threw ſuch 
a Land of feathers and. rubbiſh there, 
and 
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nnd immediately ſets it on fire. This 


makes the gentry within think in earneſt 
of their eſcape. They ſpring: up, and 


run out of the houſe, whilſt he purſucs 


them with a large ſtick, and ſets his dogs 


looſe after them. From all parts the cry 


is raiſed, and chaſe given to thoſe naked, 
feathered 'monſters. All the bells are 
ſet'a ringing. Men, women and chil- 
dren join in purſuit, all ſtriving to get 
up with them, and each to ſtrike his 
blow. At laſt they take refuge in a houſe, 
where they are obliged to declare who 


they are, and to ſue for mercy. Thus 
Gonflant, by the adventure, got trinkets, 


ee and amuſement. | 
2 — This Rory has beck al by Gevetal 
authors; but they have only taken, 
[what they ſhould rather have omitted, 
the ludicrous adventure with which it 
- concludes, The Remois of La: Fon- 


_ 1'tain is ſounded on it; and Bocrace has 


given ſomething ſimilar in his 8th 


Ciornala. 
a 
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THE QUEEN THAT KILLED HER SENESCHAL. 


N Egypt there lived formerly a King, 
young, handſome, and free from 
every kind of vice. What he was prin- 
cipally attached to was the chaſe ; his 
dogs, birds and horſes. were, the great 
ſources of his amuſement. One day, as 
he was ſtag-hunting, a dreadful. tempeſt 
ariſing ſuddenly, ſeparated him from his 
companions. in the purſuit. _ Fear and 
confuſion had ſcattered them ſo com- 
pletely, that not a ſingle equerry or huntſ- 
man remained with the King. The 
royal ſportſman placed himſelf under a 
large tree for ſhelter till the rain abated : 
ral and then proceeded, as chance directed 
en, him; every minute ſtopping to liſten for 
cd, the ſound of the dogs or the horn. Find- | 
it ing the night approach, and not knowing 
on- his way, he luckily eſpied a ſmall path, 
has and reſolved to purſue it at all hazards, 
8th Vor. II. K | in 


A :7.. 
in hopes that it might conduct him to. 
wards ſome habitation. In effect, it ſoon 
led him entirely out of the foreſt, and 
further preſented him with the pleaſing 
view of a ſtrong and well built caſtle. 


All che reſidents of the caſtle had al. 


ready retired to reſt; ſo that the king was 
obliged to knock and call ſeveral times. 
He declared himſelfa Knight that had loſt 
his way, and aſked for ſhelter from the 
owner of the caſtle. The porter went 
immediately to call his maſter, who aroſe 
in haſte, and came to receive the pre- 
tended Knight at the draw-bridge. He 
there recognized the King ; received him 
with the reſpect due to his ſovereign, and 
ordered his wife and daughter to dreſs 
themſelves with expedition and, come 
to pay their reſpeds to the 1 gueſt. 


Soon after the hoſteſs entered the hall 
leading i in her hand the daughter;a young 
way of prodigious beauty. "OT made 
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a low. courteſy to the prince, who re- 
turned the ſalute with politeneſs, but not 
without agitation : for he had, no ſooner 


caſt his eyes upon the Caſtellan's daugh- 


ter, than he was captivated with her 
charms. While ſupper was preparing» 
he ſat down near the lovely object, and 
kept his eyes rivetted upon her. 'The 
tables were at length ſpread, and covered 
with delicacies that might have - pro- 
voked the moſt indifferent appetite ; but 
the enamoured Prince could attend to 
nothing but the new object of his admi- 
ration, and was content to feaſt his eyes 
in the contemplation of her charms. 
* Whatperfection, exclaimed he to him- 
ſelf, has nature centered in this beautiful 
creature! What are all my riches in com- 
pariſon with ſo precious a jewel; I can- 
not reſiſt the ſatisfaction 1, feel in loving 
her, and if ſhe will conſent to make a re- | 
turn to my paſſion, I certainly ſhall not 
ſeruple to ANN her upon my throne,” 
\K 2. 9 Alter 
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Aſter ſupper, the King, who was much 
fatigued, retired to the chamber that was 
prepared for him. Vet how much ſo- 
ever his limbs might want repoſe, he 
could not ſleep the whole night, but 
paſſed! it in anxious thought and amo- 


rous ſolicitude. But why torment 


myſelf?“ ſaid he at laſt. Does it not 
reſt entirely with myſelf, whether | 


"marry the maid and put an end to my 


uneatineſs. Yes aſſuredly, the father 
will not object to my propoſal, but wil 


embrace it with as much Pleaſure as Ican 


make ** r 5 


eee n next 1 nie the 


Lord came with his wife and daughter 


to pay his reſpects to the Sovereign, the 
latter deſired the young lady to fit down 
by him, and addreſſed himſelf thus to the 
father : My kind hoſt; I have to pro- 
poſe an huſband for your daughter, who 
I hope will ſuit you, That huſband, Sir, 
is ya I love the damſel, and if you 
1221. will 
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will conſent to give me her hand, ſhe ſhall 
be my Queen, as I expect that her qua- 


as 

0- lifications will correſpond with ee 
he and her beauty. * L eee HO 

ut \ | 5 
10- At theſe ons the two parents wad 
ent che daughter threw themſelves at the 
not King's feet, to thank him for the favour 
Ihe intended them. They were immedi- 


ately betrothed to eachother; after which 
the royal ſuite appeared at the gates of the 
caſtle. - They had learnt at laſt that he 
can was there, having been the whole night 
in ſearch of him. The King preſented 

to them his deſtined bride; and aſter a 

the few hours ſtay went off with his -atten- 
hter Wl dants, promiſing the parents that he 
„the WM would within three days return to cele- 
own brate and conſummate the nuptials. But 
o the ¶ he firſt took the young lady aſide, and in 
pro- ¶ his impatience to enjoy ſuch - heavenly 
who charms, he entreated her to favour him 
Sir, Wihe next night with a private interview. 
{| you Whe who was all ſimplicity, had no idea, 
will. K 3 : but 
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| but that the moment they were betrothed 
4 the bridegroom entered into full poſſeſ. 
ſion of a huſband's rights; ſhe therefore 
not only complied with his requeſt, but 
even gave him a key of the ſally- port, that 
de might gain admittance unperceived, 
and promiſed to leave open the door 
of her chamber. Thus did this unſuſ- 
pecting, innocent girl, pave the way for 
her ovn ruin, without being aware of it, 
and by too much confidence and want of 
caution, doom herſelf to the molt bitter 
1 and affliction. 


ne Fx officers i in the King's \ſuire 

| n Seneſchal,* a man of a greedy and 
brutal diſpoſition, who harraſſed the val- 
ſals in ſuck: a manner, as to have become 

' univerſally {hated by them. The mo- 
narch could not help ſpeaking to him on 
the * Ae tated the object of his 
oe i inline love, 


7 A "y of Steward, or one that united the 
offices of Steward and Chamberlain. 
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love, and particularly expreſſed his eager- 


neſs to enjoy the pleaſures of the next 
day's aſſignation. Sire, ſaid the Se- 


neſchal, © Iam your ſervant, and hold it 


my duty to doall thatlies within my power 
to preſerve your honour. Then, reflect, 
Sir, that what you now propoſe would be 
a very. ſingular abuſe of the ſimplicity of 
the girl; and to take ſo diſhonourable an 
advantage, would in the. end, inſtead of 
pleaſure, be productive of nothing but 
ſhame and ſorrow.” This reproof made 
its impreſſion on the King. He repented 
of his purpoſe, and tied himſelf down by 
a ſolemn oath not to keep the aſſignation; 
nay, further to ſecure himſelf from temp- 
tation, he put it out of his own power to 
8 by giving the key to his con- 

ident. | tots. 


Ad: that was exactly what the per- 
fidious wretch wanted. He had been 


ſtruck with love and deſire by the beau- 
| tiful * and graceful charms of 


the 
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the damſel. His paſſion had entirely got 
the command of him, and in diſſuading 
the King from going to her chamber, his 
aim was to get there himſelf. By means 
of the key and the appointment that had 
been fixed, he eaſily attained his purpoſe. 
He found the chamber door open, and the 
betrothed virgin in bed. But ſcarcely 
had ſhe forfeited that precious name, be- 
fore ſhe ſuſpected ſome artifice. The 
King, my huſband,” faid ſhe within her- 
felf, is young and well made. He has 
_ Hot the clumſy ſhape of this man, Ah! 
fhould this be any other than he, I ſhould 
furely die with ſhame and vexation!” 


| While theſe reflections filled her mind 
with dubious'anguiſh, the Seneſchal fell 
aſleep. She then got up ſoftly, went for 
a light, and in the utmoſt apprehenſion 


_ - approached the bed to examine who was 


init. Judge of her diſtraction, when ſhe 
found it was the Seneſcal ! « The wretch 
has betrayed me!” ſhe cried ; © but let 
A him 
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him have a juſt return for it.” In ſaying 
which, ſhe eſpied his ſword near the bed, 
and ſeizing it, ſtabbed him to the heart. 
Thus died the Villain; thus did his per- 
fidy meet with the puniſhment it de- 
ſerved. 


But now that ſhe had taken her re- 
venge, ſomething ſtill remained to be 
done. It was neceſſary to get rid of the 
dead body; and that was not to be ſo 
eaſily accompliſhed. Fortunately: there 
happened to be in the caſtle: a female 
couſin of her's; a young lady much of 
the ſame age, and her intimate friend; 
She went to awake this confident, and to 
acquaint her of the double misfortune. 
The latter propoſed that the body ſhould 
be thrown into an old neglected well, 
near one of the turrets of the caſtle. Thi- 
ther they dragged the Seneſchal; not 
without difficulty; and to prevent a diſ- 
covery, after throwing him in, covered 
him with earth, ſtones and dung. They 

3 then 


| ( 100 } 
TI thenwaſhed away carefully all traces of 
blood, ſo that on the break of day there 
was not the leaſt veſtige left. As on his 
departure he had not declared whither 
he was going, no ſuſpicion aroſe of what 
had happened. A ſearch was madeaftey 


him for a few days; but all enquiries be- 
ing ineffectual, he was given up as > loſt 
and foon ID | 

« Meanwhile the! King, Rimulated by 
his paſſion, aſſembled his barons, to con- 
ſult them reſpecting the nuptials; and 
with their approbation he returned to the 
reſidence of his beautiful miſtreſe, whom 
that very day he married. The aſſemb- 
blage on this joyful occaſion was nume- 
rous both in knights and ladies, and the 
uſual celebrities were exhibited. But at 
night the Queen ſound herſelf exceed- 
ingly embarraſſed. Since the Seneſchal 
had raviſned from her by artifice, what 
ſhe ought to have preſerved for her huſ- 


W ſhe * that ſhe was not in a 
condition 


— 
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condition to furniſh- thoſe proofs of vir- 
tue, which a bridegroom has a right to 
expect. She intreated then her couſin to 
come once more to her aſſiſtance, and to 
occupy her place for that night by the 
King's ſide. As ſoon as the lights are 
extinguiſhed,” ſaid ſhe, © I will conduct 
you to his bed in my room; and when 
ſleep has cloſed his eyes, I will come and 
reſume my fituation.” This ſtratagem 
ſucceeded. + The couſin with great com- 
plaiſance conſented to act the part pro- 
poſed to her: the King was impoſed on, 
and towards the middle of the night fell 
faſt aſleep. 


The Queen was all this time upon the 
watch, full of anxiety and' apprehenſion. 
When ſhe found the prince was aſleep, ſhe 
entered the chamber, and going ſoftly up 
to the bed, pulled her couſin by the foot, 
as a ſignal for her to retire ; but this laſt 
became treacherous in her turn, refuſed to 
e it, and N in ſpite of the 

other's 
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other's tears and entreaties, that ſhe would 
not ſtir: from the bed without the King; 
that ſhe would be Queen ſince ſhe had the 
honour of repreſenting the character. 
She then turned about to fleep. The 
Queen on this found it neceſſary to keep 
terms no longer. She took a - handker- 
chief, tied her. couſin: to the bed-poſt, 
and ſet fire to the cloaths. The whole il © 
was quickly in flames. The King, WI ® 
awakened by the heat, jumped. out, ſaved il * 0 
himſelf in his ſhirt, and was happy to ME 
find the Queen, his wife, out of danger. ed 
The progreſs of the fire was ſoon 
ſtopped; but the apartment was con- 
ſumed, and the faithleſs couſin in it, who 
reaped no other fruit from her treachery. 
The following day the royal couple took 
their departure, and went to the King's 
TR where they lived happily together 


27 the midſt of heehonbigks he Fon. 
frience of the Queer) reproached herwith 
me” two murders ſne had perpetrated. 
2130140 Nevertheleſs, 
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Nevertheleſs, ſhe had not the reſolution 
to confeſs: them. To ſtifle theſe com- 
punctions of remorſe, ſhe goes every day 


and endows convents. Atlength ſhe de- 
termined to eaſe her mind by a confeſ- 


a | 
% afto the Chaplain of the palace. This 
man was a hypocrite and had entertained 


a deſire for the Queen's perſon. At the 
recital of the tranſaction, he reprimand- 
ed her ſeverely, and ſignified to her that 
it could not be expiated any otherwiſe 
than by death upon the pile. He gave her 


n- 
o Ml ® hint, however, that a little complaiſance 
ry. towards him might ſave her. She an- 
ok ſered his propoſal with the ſtrongeſt ab- 


horrence and indignation. © If I have 
injured my Lord and Sovereign,” faid 


Ignorance on my part. Know that I am 
reſolved to preſerve een my fide- 
Vor.-II. L lity 


to maſs, builds churches to the Virgin, ö 


ſion: and for that purpoſe addreſſed her- 


ſhe, * it has been innocently and through 


\ 


to verify it, he conducts his majeſty to the 


aged hermit, ſent by our lady, comes up 


ſends for his conſort. She arrives with 
her hands bound, and her eyes covered 
with a bandage. But on a ſudden the 
bonds were looſened and the bandage fel 


\ 
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lity to him; and that I would expire in 
the flames ſooner than ſully his honour 
and my own.“ 


The Chaplain goes immediately to 
reveal her confeſſion to the King ; and, 


well, where they really found the remains 
of the Seneſchal. Inftantly the Queen 
was ſeized, tried by the Biſhops and con- 
demned to be burnt. Already were they 
conducting her to execution, when {he 
implored the ſuccour of the Virgin, 
whom ſhe had ever devoutly ſerved ; and 
her prayers were not ineffectual. An 


to the Monarch, and acquaints him that 
ſhe had taken the Queen under her holy 
protection. The King, in conſequence, 


from her face; at the ſame time a dove 
deſcended, 


( 83 ) 


paper, on which was written an account 
of her innocence, and the crime of the 
Chaplain. The King then embraced his 
conſort, intreated her forgiveneſs ; and 


to 

nd, puniſhed the Chaplain; by devoting him 
the W to the fate he had moat for the 
ains Queen. 

1een 

on-, The reader will obſerve ſome re- 
they WY ſemblance between this Tale, and the 
ſhe Hiſtory of the Amours of Athelwold 


and is probable, that the Monk who wrote 

An this fable, took the firſt idea from the 
s up Btiſtory, though the e differ 
that widely. 


deſcended, and placed upon her head a 


and Elfrida in the Saxon Annals. It 
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THE KNIGHT THAT: CONFESSED HIS WIFE. f 


kk TOT far from Vrre, in the diſtrict f b 
Beffin, there was a houſhold, that d 
was held up as a model of concord to all © 
the neighbourhood. / The huſband, 2 m 
- worthy Knight, had ſo much love for his re 
_ wife, and repoſed ſo entire a confidence in V0 
her, that he not only left her entirely miſ. i 
treſs of her own conduct; but he even far 
carried his complaiſance ſo far, as not to H. 
enter himſelf into the moſt trifling under. WW rer 
taking, without firſt conſulting her. The WW V2 
* dame enjoyed an unſullied reputation fell 
in the country. Thus did ſhe paſs wich ear 

her turtle-dove many happy years. Bu cur 

all on a ſudden, ſhe was taken ill ſo dan-W ord 
gerouſly as to be alarmed for her life foly 

She ſent on the occaſion for the Parſon Pla 

of the pariſh, made her confeſſion to hin 

and placed in his hands, for pious uſe B 

all that belonged to her, Nevertheleſſi f 


4 4 
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not thinking one abſolution enough, ſhe 
called her huſband : « My dear Lord,” 
ſaid ſhe, © render me a ſervice. 1 have 
often heard talk of a votary of a neigh- 


+ of MW bouring monaſtery, whom all the world 
that declares an holy man. In my preſent 
all condition, I ſhould be greatly relieved in 
1, 2 mind, if through him I could effect my 


r his MW reconciliation with God; ſend, I intreat 
cein W you, one of your ſervants for him.” —“ I 
mis. MW will not fend,” anſwered the complai- 
even]! fant huſband, © but will go myſelf.” 
ot to He accordingly mounted his horſe, and 
ader. repaired to the monaſtery. But on the 
The way he began a ſeries of reflections on this 
tation folly of having a ſecond confeſſor. Such 
ich carneſt deſire of the patient incited his 
Bu curioſity to learn the motive; and in 
0 dan. order to know it with certainty, he re- 
er life, ſolved to return and put himſelf in the 
parſo place of the monk. 


Being's arrived at the convent, he went 
to pay a viſit to the Prior. This man 
| 1 who 


| Haun © 

who was his particular acquaintance, on 
ſeeing the Knight approach ran to meet 5 
him, and ordered his horſe to be taken I 
care of by a ſervant. © I think myſelf 7 
infinitely indebted to you, ſaid he, for this y 
F 

V 


unexpected viſit. Come in, and ſince 
you have given me the pleaſure of your 
company at laſt, I give you notice that! ſi 
ſhall not quickly part with it. My W © 
good Sir,” anſwered the Knight, I am a 
extremely obliged to you, and no one can tl 
be more ſenſible of your civility ; but! ſa 
cannot poſſibly reap the advantage of it. fe 
I muſt return inſtantly ; and am only fl 
come to beg you will do mea ſmall ſervice. W c 
I want for a ſhort time, one of your dx 
robes: lend it ro me, I pray, with your 
| horſe and boots. I will come back at iſ to 
midnight, and return them to you.” The #9! 
Prior affented ; and the Knight, dreſ- W 8% 
ſing himſelf in the monaſtic habit, went I ed 
in that diſguiſe towards his caſtle. 8⁰⁰ 
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In order that he might not be diſco- 
vered, he took care not to get there till 
night, and to let down his hood in ſuch 
manner as entirely to cover his face. A 
valet” aſſiſted him in diſmounting, and 
preſented him to one of the female ſer- 
vants, by whom he was conducted to the 
lick lady's apartment. There was no 
other light in the room, than what was 
afforded by a ſmall lamp, fer in the fur- 
ther end of the fire-place. © Madam,” 


faid the girl, © here is the holy man you 


{ent for..“ Introduce him to the bed- 
tide,” anſwered the lady, © and leave us 
together. Ah! Sir,” added ſhe, ad- 
dreſſing herſelf to the pretended Monk, 
ho long have I been anxiouſly deſirous . 
to ſee you. I am greatly in want of con- 
ſolation. Sit down, I intreat you.” —* My 
good lady,” anſwered he in a counterfeit- 
ed tone of voice, © it is a proof of your 
good: ſenſe, that you are anxious to re- 
cover God's grace. He is the ſole arbi- 
ter of life and death, and can deprive us 
(EC | : of 


6666 


of exiſtence in a moment. Have con- 
fidence then in his mercy, and humbly 


make confeſſion of your faults; but hide 
none of your tranſgreſſions; for you know 


it is written, one ſin concealed is enough 


to deſtroy the ſoul.” — “ I have many to 
repent of,” replied the wife; *I have 
enjoyed a good reputation, one that [ 
have in no reſpect deſerved. Alas! how 


often does it happen that a woman for 


one overſight encounters a diſgrace that 
-is infinitely more my due. I have often 
been unfaithful to my huſband ; and I 
pray God to pardon me for it. 


At theſe words one may conceive the 
grimaces which the huſband made under 
his hood. Dame,” ſaid he,“ you have 
been guilty of an enormous fin. Are you 
not inſtructed in. your duties? Had you 
any reaſon to complain of your huſband ?” 
No, Sir; but you will find very few 
women who retain their fidelity. How 
young and handſome ſoever the huſband 
may 
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may be, the deſires of the wife preponde- 
rate over his love. Often he is ſo cold 
and indifferent as to neglect his duties. 
The wife, through fear of loſing his 
eſteem, or ſuggeſting ſuſpicions, dare not 
remind him of them; and in ſpite of 
all the reſolutions ſhe may have formed, 
neceſſity ſoon obliges her to make choice 
of another.” —“ And with whom have 
you tranſgreſſed, demanded the huf- 
band ?”—** Ah! Sir, that is what aggra- 
vates my crime, and makes me now 
tremble for my falvation. It was with 
the nephew of my lord. I loved him to 
diſtraction, and ſhould have died with 
grief, if I had not ſucceeded in raifing in 
his breaſt a reciprocal paſſion. I at 
length accompliſhed it, after a long trial ; 
and it is now full five years that we have 
cohabited together.”—* With the ne- 
phew of your own hufband ! Why, lady, 
were you not aware, that ſuch a con- 
nexion borders upon inceſt? “ I knew 
it, Sir; but ſuch is the extremity to which 

«ths | we 


I 
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we women of quality are reduced. Sur- 
rounded by ſervants, who are placed as 
ſpies upon our actions, we are obliged, if 
we wiſh to eſcape their notice, to 
chuſe our tovers among thoſe, whom they 
have the leaſt reaſon to miſtruſt. This 
was the caſe of my nephew. An hun- 
dred times a day could he come in and 
go out of my apartment, without giving 
riſe to any fcandalous ſurmiſe ; and of 
that + circumſtance I took advantage. 
Often have I ſhared with him the pro- 
perty of my huſband ; for I have acquir- 
ed the entire ſuperintendance in the caſ- 
tle, and have had all at my diſpoſal. If 
\ ſtrangers come, they enquire after me 
alone: they do not ſo much as reflect 
there is a maſter, who is in fact nobody, 
and whoſe power I have annihilated. 
Such is the diſpoſition of women. They 
always aim at command ; and it is a miſ- 
fortune; for being naturally avaricious, 
they can never adminiſter family affairs 
with credit.” . 


The 


, 
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The Knight was not deſirous of hear- 
ing more. He enjoined the ſick lady 
\ſuch and ſuch penitence, and returned 
to the Prior with his habit; after which 
he came back to his own houſe, where 
his firſt care was, to turn his nephew out 
of doors. Ls 


A fortunate criſis ſaved the lady. In 
a few days, ſhe got rid of her diſorder : 
but one morning, as ſhe was iſſuing her 
orders to the ſervants in her accuſtomed 
tone of authority, the huſband was irri- 
tated by her imperious behaviour, and 
. the recollection of what ſhe had divulged; 
and riſing up in heat, ſaid: By what 
authority, Madam, do you aſſume this 
inſolence of conduct? I know, indeed, 
that it is the diſpoſition of women, and 
that they always aim at command ; but 
when they are diſhoneſt, they ought to 
bluſh in the face of the world, and put on 
a little modeſty. 


The 
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The wife did but laugh at this effuſion 


of rage, and anſwered with wonderful 
calmneſs : Trying ſpirit' as thou art! 


thinkeſt thouthat thyartifices are not tobe 
detected? A fine ſtratagem to put on the 
appearance of a Monk! It was neceſſary 
then at the ſame time to change both 
voice and countenance. Confeſs at leaſt 
thatT: have had tolerable revenge. Ano- 
ther, perhaps, i in my fituation, on ſeeing 
you come in that diſguiſe to extort ſecrets 
from ſick people, would have torn out 
your eyes. For my part, I was deſirous 
of puniſhing your treachery in a different 
manner. Nevertheleſs, Sir, in amuſing 
N myſelf at your expence, T found means to 
give you a few: ſeaſonable hints. Your 
nephew, for inftance, coſt us a great deal 
of money. If I had propoſed to ſend 
him away, you and he together would 
have conteſted it with me. But I uſed 
a more conciſe method, and in a moment 
he was ſent about his buſineſs. You for- 
get ſometimes, my good Sir, that you 
N have 
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have certain duties to perform ; and al- 
b as you well know, I am not very 
ſtrick in requiring the diſcharge of them, 
yet you will do well to have them now 
and then in recollection. In fine, you 
place on me an abſolute reliance ; I am 
certainly much obliged to you for your 
good opinion, and ſhall always endea- 
vour not to abuſe it; but would it not be 
more becoming ſometimes to put on 
the air of a man, that knows ſome- 
thing of his own affairs ? If you had loſt 


me, for example, what would you have 


done at this inſtant? It is not my inte- 


reſt but yours that I conſider in all this; 


for, notwithſtanding your provoking 4 
proof, I cannot help loving you. As for 
my conduct, it is irreproachable. I can 
boldly walk with my head upright, and 


do not fear under heaven a living perſon, ' 


who can eee able to 1 ne 
the bluſh.” | 


Ver bl M The 


Fd 
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The Knight could. not do otherwiſe 
than yield to ſuch plauſible arguments, 
He acknowledged the injuſtice of his ſuſ. 
picions, and aſked pardon for them with 
all humility ; and, impreſſed, with admi- 
ration for ſo reſpectable a wife, he became 
ſtill more ſubmiſſive than he had been 
before. But when the affair was known 
in the neighbourhood, it gave riſe among 
malignant people to a great deal of 
INTO Nenn 00>) 1 1e con 


\ , ſelf 


„ In the Hundred novels of the Count of The 
Burgundy, a Knight, returning home from wit 
a long Journey, is furpriſed to find effects that poſe 
were not in the houſe at his departure. He is In 
curious to know the cauſe j and, on a certain fel. 
tival, as his wife was going to confeſſion, he hid 
himſelſ in the  conſeſfional to over-hear her, 
After acknowledging a few peccadillos, ſhe con- 
feſſes an amour with an Eſquire, a' Knight and a 
Prieſt. The huſband cries out and declares him. 
ſelf. But the wife, with admirable preſence of 
mind, 
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him- 
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wind, anſwers him b Were you not an Eſquire, 
when I married you? You afterwards became a 
Knight, and behold you are now a prieſt ! 1 

La Fontaine, who copied this Tale, has mage 
no alteration in it, | 


In Boccace, a woman rigorouſly treated and 
ſhut up by her huſband, wiſhes to have a free 
commerce with a youth whom ſhe loves, and 
whoſe houſe is ſeparated from hers only by a 
wall, For that purpoſe ſhe takes it into her head 
to tell her huſband, that ſhe wants to go out to 
confeſs. The huſband in like manner places him- 
ſelf in the confeſſional. She acknowledges loving 
a prieſt, who every night comes to lie with her. 
The jealous huſband goes the following night 
with a poignard, to wait the coming of the ſup- 
poſed prieſt at his door, and to aſſaſſinate him. 
In the mean time, the gallant repairs to the ren. 
dezvous through the roof. At laſt, after laying 
wait ſeveral nights, the huſband breaks out in re- 
proaches ant his wife, and lets her know that 
he is in the ſecret. I only wanted to puniſh ' 
you, ſhe replies, for your curioſity; I told yon 
that y every night with a Prieſt, Loans I was 
for, at the time, you were one. 


Bandello makes the huſband fuborn the Prieſt, 
to learn by his means the confeſſion of his wife, 
2 M 2 and 


| * 4 
5 | ( 124 ) | 

BW and afterwards poignards him. Let theſe violent 
$8 jealouſies and aſſaſſinations of the two Italian 

| novelliſts, be_ compared. with the three French 
ſtories; and we ſhall then ſee with what truth 


people deſcribe their national charafter without 
intending it ! 


lent 
lian 
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PE. Coutit Wikre of. Valence, had 
for the ſpace of ten years' waged a 
bloody war againſt Gains, Count of Beau- 
care. Conſtantly at the very gates of 
his city, with an hundred Knights and a 
thouſand men at arms, did Bmggts ravage 
and lay waſte the countrP, Carius, old 
and infirm, could no longer put himſelf 
at the head of his vaſſals. Aucaſſmn, his ſon, 


might have occupied his place with glory: 


he was a young man of great comelineſs 
and ſtrength; but love, that ſubducphall, 


had oyerpowered him, and. had ſo en- 
tirely engaged his ſoul, that he would hear 


Ws ett or battles., 


Otten did his parents 10 to him : © Go, 
deareſt ſon, take a horſe and arms, and 
ſuccour your people. With you at their 
hag they x will with more r courage 
M 1 defend 
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defend their walls, their homes and 
their lives-. Father, Aucgſin would 


anſwer, I have already declared to 


you my- fixed reſolution. May God 


never grant my prayer, if I gird on a 


ſword, mount a horſe, or take part either 
in a tournament, or a combat, till you 


have agreed to let me have Nicolette, my 


lovely | miſtreſs, the. ſole object of my 
cares.” .* My good ſon,” replied the 
father, vy require what I cannot think 


of granting. That girl is not worthy of 
| you. The Viſcount of Beaucaire, my 
Vvoaſſal, who bought her when an infant, of 


t cens, and, who, at her baptiſm, 


deigned to ſtand as her god-father, will 
marry her ſome future day to one of her 


own rank, to ſome ſlave obliged to ſub- 


ſiſt by his labour. For your part, if you 
© want a conſort, I can procure you one of 
princely birth. Caſt your eyes round 
France, and make your option: there is 
not a Sovereign Lord, who will not be 
TIN to mm you his daughter, if we 


demand 


e 
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demand her. Ah! my father,” re- 


Id joined Aucaſſen, © to what principality or 
to kingdom on earth would not my charm- 
od ing Nicolette be an ornament !” 

A EY | | 

her The father inſiſted ſtill farther; and 
ou the counteſs joined her entreaties and her 
my threats to thoſe of the Count, her huſ- 
my band; but all the anſwer they could get 


was: My Nicolette is ſo charming; 
ink her beauty and her kindneſs have ſo en- 
of Wl tirely. engaged my heart, that I can 
my neither enjoy authority or life without 
t, 0 e e 


will When the count Garins ſaw that he 
her could not wean his ſon's, affections from 
ſub- W Nicole/te, he went to find the Viſcount, 
"you his vaſſal, and to deſire that ſhe might be 
ne of baniſhed from his dominions. The Viſ- 
ound count, who feared the reſentment of Ga- 
Tins, engaged that ſhe ſhould be ſent into 
a country ſo remote, that ſhe would never 
be heard of more. But he felt within 
i | | himſelf 


allow him to puniſh innocence, and to 


| 
| 
| 
| 
' 
; 
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himſelf a compunction, that would not 


treat an unoffending virgin with fo much 
cruelty. He beſides had an affection 
for her; and inſtead of ſending her into 
exile: as he had promiſed, he thought it 
enough to conceal her under his own 
care. WAN 


At the extremity of his palace, there 


Vas a lonely chamber, enlightened only 


by a ſmall window that looked into the 
garden. It was there that he reſolved 
to ſhut up Nicoletie. He was careful to 
provide her with every neceſſary of life 


and all the indulgence her confinement ¶ & 


could affords but at the fame time, he tur 
allotted her for a guardian an old dame, for 
who was made reſ ponſible for the maid, Ih 
and wn not to love — of ore! me; 


Nicolette had 3 fair * that 


waved in natural ringlets. Her eyes were 


blue and lively, her teeth ſmall, white and Bea, 


ib, i i 

regular, and her face admirably well pro- 
portioned. Her waiſt was but a ſpan in 
circumference. Her complexion re- 
ſembled the rofe of the morning ; her 
lips the cherry in ſummer; and the two 
little orbs, that ſwelled out under her 
robe, tarniſhed the colour of the ſnow. 
In ſhort, there never was ſeen a more ex- 
quiſite ane of nature. 


aly The os when ſhut up in this 
the priſon, found her only conſolation in _ 
ed doing to the window. She caſt her eyes 
| co yon the garden, where the flowers were 
life ¶ blowing out, and the birds ſinging ; and 
ient exclaimed piteouſly : © Unhappy crea- 
he ure that Iam! Here then am I encloſed 
ime, I for ever! Aucaſſin! I know it, is becauſe 
1aid, I love you! But it is vain they torment 
me; rer 
my heart Fi, | 


As * as Nicolette difappeared in 
« and I Veaucaire, all were anxious to know the 
gular, SIE cauſe. 
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cauſe, Some avowed that ſhe. had fled; 


others, that Count Garins had cauſed her 
to be put to death. However it might 
aftect others, Aucaſſin was ready to expire 
with the exceſs of his affliction. He 
went to the Viſcount, and enquired of 
him concerning his miſtreſs. © I have 


loſt what was deareſt to me on earth,” 
ſaid he; © is it by you that I am de- 


prived of it? If I cannot ſurvive the loſs, 
you muſt be reſponſible: for you will 
have been the cauſe of my death, in ra- 
viſhing from me that, for which alone 
: wiſhed to _ * 

The Viſcount, with the age to 
Wan deer of Ml paſſion, at firſt 


ſpoke contemptuouſly of the girl, as an 
unknown ſlave, who would ſoon give him 
cCauſe for repentence, if with his preten- 


tions to the daughters of ſovereign 
princes, he ſhould take her to his bed. 
But when he ſaw Aucaſſin's paſſion riſe 
vr was * to ſcreen him» 
' ſelf 


( 
ſelf by avowing the orders he had re- 
ceived from Count Garins. . Form 


your 


* 12 the Viſcount, in the original, ſays a 
few words of Paradiſe and Hell; a piece of mo- 
rality rather out of its proper N but which 
he ſeems to have introduced merely to tack a 
{crap of impiety to it. Aucaſſin anſwers the Viſ- 
count, that he does not wiſh to have any thing to 
do with Paradiſe; that all he deſires is Nicolette, 
and that he gives himſelf very little concern about 
a place, that is merely a receptacle for lazy Monks, 
doting Prieſts, and ragged Hermits ; that the 
Kings of the earth, Knights who died gloriouſly 
in battle, their brave and faithful *Squires being 
only in Hell, he was determined to meet them 
there ; and that he had no doubt of meeting like- 


to wiſe with beautiful women of tender hearts, gay 
arſt minſtrels and jugglers, enemies of ſorrow ; and, 
an that if he could alſo enjoy the company of his 
aim Mclete there, he would want no other happi- 
* neſs. 
eign This paſſage, with others which we have al- 
bed, ready ſeen, will give an idea of the manner of 
riſe thinking that prevailed among the wits of thoſe 


um. | times, 
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your reſolution,” ſaid he, and renounce 
Nicolette for ever; for you will never ſee 
her more. And above all let your father 
be perſuaded that you have baniſhed her 
from your mind ; otherwiſe I know not 
to what extreme his anger may carry him, 
Perhaps you may even cauſe her death 
and mine by the condemnation of your 
father.” —© You drive me to deſpair,” 
anſwered Aucaſſin; and without ſaying 
another word he withdrew, leaving the 
Viſcount in no leſs trouble than himſelf. 


On his return to the palace; he went to 


— 8 


times, as well as with the body of the people: for 
a licentious fable or tale of the thirteenth cen- 
tury was not, as it would be at preſent, the mo- 
mentary or obſcure production merely of an indi- 
vidual ; but was, as it were, a ſpecies of coin 
with which two thouſand minſtrels or muſicians 
at atime provided themſelves, which they went 
about, circulating in the palaces, caſtles and pub- 
lic places; and which by ſuch means became 
current among the common people in all the 


5 
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ce his chamber, to have leiſure to give him- 
ſee ſelf up to his grief; there he remained, 
ner overwhelmed with a load of ſorrow, and 
ir refuſing every kind of comfort or allevia- 
10t tion. 


1 But while he was in this diſtraction on 
"ur account of his ſeparation from his miſ- 
„ treſs, the Count of Bongars, who wanted to 
put an end at once to the war, had come 
he with his troops, to aſſault the caſtle of 
elf. Beaucaire. The knights and warriors of 


ſelves ; while the citizens from the bat- 
for tlements poured down a ſhower of darts 
en- and pointed ſtakes. But a chief was 
__ wanted to animate and command _ 
combatants. 


The 1 1 ran diſtracted to his ſon's 
chamber. Poltroon as thou art, wilt 
thou quietly ſit by and ſee thy father 
ſtripped of all his poſſeſſions? what will 
Vou, II. N remain 


| the town had taken the alarm, and ran to 
his che gates andtheramparts todefend them 
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remain for thee, after this caſtle is taken? 
My ſon, mount your horſe, go and Join 
my vaſſals in defence of your inheritance, 
If you ſhould-not have even*the courage 
to fight with them, your preſence alone 
will augment their * and will en- 
enable them to conquer.“ My father,” 
anſwered the youth, “ ſpare yourſelf the 
trouble of making remonſtrances that can 
be of no avail. I once more repeat my 
declaration; and I call upon the ven- 
geance of God, if I go into battle either to 
give or 88 a blow, till you grant me 
Nicolette. Son,” replied the Count 
« would rather ſacrifice all.” On fay- 
ing which, he retired. 


7 


"alin ran aan i to call him back. 
« Well,” father, ſaid he, “accept a pro- 
poſal. I will take up arms and go out 
to battle, on condition that you promiſe, 
if I return alive, to let me have another 
interview with Nicolette. I only require 
to en a few words with her, and to ex- 
e : change 


the 
the 


ing 
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change a kiſs.” ! Let it be ſo,” anſwered 
the Count; „I give you my word for 
the performance. Aucaſſin then ordered 
arms to be brought to him, and mount- 
ing a horſe full of mettle, with a helmet 
on his head, and lance in hand, he ad- 
vanced to one of the gates and ſallied out 
of it. | 


The joyful expectation of ſeeing ſoon 
his charming Nicoletie and the idea above 
all of the promiſed kiſs, had ſo filled his 
mind with pleaſure; that he was tranſ- 
ported" beyond himſelf. His thoughts 
ſolely engaged on her, he moved forward 
without conſulting either his ears or eyes, 
and ſpurred his horſe with ſuch anima- 
tion, that he quickly carried him into the 
midſt of the enemy's ſquadrons. It was 
not till he was ſurrounded on all ſides, 
till they cried © that is the young Count 
Aucaſin, and he found his ſhield and his 
lance wreſted from him, that he recover- 
ed his ſenſes. He then made a vigorous 

| N 2 effort 
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effort to diſengage himſelf from his ad- 
verſaries. He unſheathed his ſword, 
which he plied manfully on the right and 
left, cut off the heads and arms of his op- 
ponents, and like a wild boar beſet by 


dogs in the foreſt, opened himſelf a paſ. 


fage covered with blood. At length 
after having killed or wounded ſeventeen 


knights, he made his way through the 


enemies? ranks, and puſhing: on at full 
TO ene Y | 


The 3 n bees cries 


virus A earth; en 


had made hafte to partake of the triumph. 


_ Hucaſſin in his retreat recognized the 


Count, and gave him ſo violent a blow 


with his ſword upon the helmet, that he 


unhorſed him. He then ſeized and 


dragged him into the city, to preſent him 


as à priſoner to his father. “ Sire, 
faid he, * here is the enemy, who for the 
ſpace of ten ar has given you ſo 
— Ah! my ä 
: ed 
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ed the father, © it is thus that at your 
age a youth ſhould. -ignalize himſelf, and, 


not. by filly- amours.” —< Father,” re- 
plied Aucaſſin, no eden I intreat - 


you; I have diſcharged my engagement; 


now think of performing yours. 


What, my dear ſon?” —* What did 
you not make me a ſolemn promiſe, that 


if J would go out to the battle, I ſhould- 
once more ſee and exchange a kiſs with 


Nicolette ? If you do not recollect the en- 
gagement, I, for my part, have not for- 


gotten it. May I die inſtantly, if I 
agree to 1 I would rather, were ſhe in 


my power this moment, throw her before 
your face into the - flames.” —< Father, 
is that your final reſolution ?”'—< Yes, by 
heavens?” — Indeed I am much con- 
cerned to find you capable of ſuch a 
breach of honour.“ Then turning to 
Bongars, © Count of Valence, ſaid he, 
are you not my priſoner ? ?”—< Moſt: aſ- 


. faredly, Sir. Then give me your 


hand, and make a ſolemn oath never to 


N 3 omit 
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Pr an occaſion during life to hurt and 
Priſoner, and you may require for my 
filver, horſes, dogs, furs,“ either white or 


Pray you, to treat me with mockery and 
inſult.—“ I will have no reply, no gain- 
-faying,” anſwered Aucaſſin, © either com- 


_ oaths required; after which his conque- 
. ror conducted him to one of the gates and 


objects of luxury among the great. The ſports of 


; and are here mentioned as things < of value. 


9 


5 ö | 


diſgrace” my father.” —* Sir, I am your 


ranſom what you pleaſe. Demand gold, 


grey, I will engage for all; but ceaſe, 1 


ply with my. pe or die this mo- 
ment "_ wy ſword.” | 


i; Ali terrified at Ye menace, made 
no further reſiſtance: but took all the 


een NE _— all that Aucaſſin 
- acquired 


as. Theſe three laſt 2 were che principal 


the field in particular conſtituted their favourite 
diverſion ;. they conſequently, muſt have held 
trained birds and dogs in great eſtimation ; they 
were indeed often the preſents made - to princes, 


g. C. . e . 000 „ ww 
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| acquired by his atchievement, was the 


Count's order to be arreſted and i e 
ARE toner. 1 


"Nets 8 in her confinement 


ſtrictly watched. One night being unable 
to compoſe her eyes to ſleep, ſhe per- 


gious brightneſs in the firmament, and 
heard the nightingale's plaintive notes 
reſound in the garden :- for it was in that 
pleaſant time of the year, when the days 
are long, and the nights ſerene. Her 
thoughts were then engaged on Au- 
caſſm, her lover, and the perſecution ſhe 
ſuffered from the Count Garins. The 
old woman appointed to guard her was 
at that moment aſleep; and Nzeoletie 


thought the opportunity favourable for 
her eſcape. She roſe without noiſe, put 


her filken mantua upon her ſhoulders, 


and fixing. her ſheets, tied together, to 


the ſaſn of the window, ſhe uſed 


them as a rope, and flipped down 1 into 


the 


(wo). 
the garden. By the light of the moon 
ne diſcerned the garden gate, which ſhe 


opened; and, obliged to croſs the town 
in her flight, ſhe arrived under the very 


tower, in which her lover was confined. 


This tower | was .antient, and had cre- 
vices open in ſeveral places. The maid 


as ſhe paſſed along, fancied ſhe heard a 


perſon complaining ; and applying her 
ear to one of thoſe openings, ſhe knew 
the voice to be that of Aucaſin, who was 


lamenting his hapleſs love. When ſhe 


had liſtened for ſome time, Aucaſſin, 
faid ſhe, “ gallant bachelor,“ why weep 
and lament in vain? I am hateful to your 
father and your family ; we cannot meet 
and live together; adieu! I am going to 
croſs the ſeas, and to hide myſelf in a 
far diſtant country.” On ſaying which 
| the cut off a lock of her hair, and threw 


y > ETC. YALE . it 


0 This expreſſion, as was before obſerved, 
means a ** A 


boſom. But what Nicolette had juſt an- 


it into the tower, The lover received 
the gift with tranſport. He kiſſed it in 
raptures, and then concealed it in his 


nounced to him filled him with defpair. 
« My charmer,” he cried, © you. muſt 
not leave me, unleſs you mean to doom 
N ee 


The: Rune neſted upon: che tower, 


overheard their diſcourſe, and pitted 


them. All at once he deſcried, at the 
further end of the ſtreet, the faldiers ' 
coming their rounds, with drawn fwords 


under their claaks. She will be diſ— 


covered and arreſted, faid he within 
himfelf, (what pity that ſo beautiful a 
damſel ſhould periſh! Alas! Arucaſfn, 
my Prince will alfo ſuffer.” The cha- 
ritable ſentinel would fain have warned 
Nicolette fully of her danger; but that 
the foldiers might not diſcover it, he 
could do it no otherwiſe than by a ſong 
1 to the occaſion. . 
„ 
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The fair one eaſily divined the mean. 

ing of the ſong; and-after breathing out 

___ © anacknowledgmentito the kind centinel, 

| ſhe wrapped (herſelf up in her mantua, 

12 and favoured by the ſhadow of a poſt, 

=. hid herſelf in an angle of the tower, ſo 

. that the ſoldiers paſſed by without per- 

=_ ceiving her. When they had got to a 

—_— diſtance, ſhe bid adieu! to her lover, 

1 and approached the walls of the 8 
i . oy Den for her eſcape. 
1 * * Fi 31 930038 HA 

"Thorens he terrified at firſt ovking 

| over, with the fight of a very deep ditch; 

- but the danger that already threatened 

5, her, from the anger of the count Garins, 

4 drercame all leſſer apprehenſions; o, 

"alk rommending herſelf to God ſhe 

ſlipped down into the moat. Her de- 

_.. licate hands and tender feet, not uſed to 

. * fuch encounters, were wounded in ſeve- 
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ral places. Nevertheleſs her fears made 
her inſenfible of the pain. But to have 


| wached the bottom of the ditch was not 
L enough 
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enough; it was neceſſary to climb the 
other brink; and here lay the difficulty. 
Her good fortune, however, directed her 
to one of thoſe ſharp- pointed ſtakes, that ; 
had been hurled by the defenders of the 
town upon the enemy in the late aſſault. nn” 
This ſhe employed to dig her way, firſt * Y * 
advancing with one foot, and then ano- 
ther; till at length, with much pain and 
labour, ſhe reached the ſummit.“ 
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At twice the diſtance. of a bow-ſhot ' 
ing from the ditch, was the border of the 
ch; foreſt, about one and twenty leagues in 
ned extent each way, and full of all forts of 
ind, venemous and ravenous animals. Nico- 
leute durſt not enter it, through fear of 
being devoured. On the other hand, as 
the Was" in RR danger of being ap- 
ee prehended | 


179 1 8 

bn this proves 3 * of fortified pla- | 
ces were not made with a deſcent almoſt perpen- 
dicular a8 at preſent; but that they had a con- 
ſiderable ſlõpe on each fide, after the' manner of 
the antzent fortreſſes, 
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prehended and carried -backto-priſon, ſhe 
ventured to 'conceal herſelf in a ſmall 


thicket, which made the ſelvage of the 


wood. There, fatigued and exhauſted, 
ſhe lay down and ſlept till the morning, 


when ſome ſhepherds were driving their 
of n e Dr eb 


Wit the animals ſed on the harder 
of the foreſt, the ſhepherds went and fat 


down by a ſtream that winded round it. 
here ſpreading on the earth acloak, they 


put their proviſions down and began their 
breakfaſt.' Nicolette, whom the noiſe 
awakened, approached them, and ſalut- 
ing them courteouſly enquired, if they 
knew" Aucalſſin, fon of Garius, the Count 
of Beaucaire. Theyranſwered-in the at- 
firmative; but the inſtant they. caſt their 
eyes upon her, they were dazzled at her 
charms, and took her for ſome fairy, that 


Ms frequented the wood: © She further ſaid: 
_« My, friends, 1 deſire that) vou will go 
and tell him, that there is s here a white- 
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coloured: bitch, for which he would rea- 
dily give ſive hundred monłs in gold; or 
indeed all the gold in the world, if it was 
in his diſpoſal ; that he is deſired, to 
come and catch her, and that ſhe is en- 
dowed with the virtue to cure him of all. 
evils: but that, unleſs. he comes within 
three days, he will never find'her, and 
may renounce for ever all hopes of cure.” 
She-then opened her purſe, and gave them 
ſome money, which they accepted; not 
undertaking to go to the town on pur- 
poſe to acquaint Aucaſſin, with what ſhe 
deſired, but they promiſed to do it, if 
they ſhould fall in with bin to en 
ſhe aſſented eee 035 i Frogtt a 
5094 HH 1 
Charmed with A Suk, as re- 
ceived, ſhe thought of nothing from that 
moment, but the reception ſhe ſhould 
give her lover. For that purpoſe, ſhe 
conſtructed near the road, a ſmall arbour, 
made of green branches; with which, at 
the ſame time, ſhe was deſirous of trying 
Vor- II. "OF him, 


— 
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him. © If his love is as violent as he 
declares, when he ſees this, it will arreſt 
his attention. When the arbour was 
completed; and garniſhed with flowers 
and odoriferous herbs, the fairone ſtepped 
aſide a few paces, and ſat down under a 
thicket, to vas what een would = on 
19546 aan lr Bryn act 25h 
ere He had Been liberated em his impri- 
= ſonment. The Viſcount was no ſooner 
| — informed of the eſcape of his ward, than 
E- he went, in order to allay any ſuſpicions 
= of the count his ſovereign, to inform him, 
1 that ſne had died in the night; and Ga- 
rins, freed in conſequence of her ſuppoſed 
death from his apprehenfions, reſtored 
Aucaſin to his liberty He even took it 
into his head, for the conſolation of his 
ſon, to give an entertainment to all his 
barons and vaſſals. The court aſſembled 
wus numerous, and there aàbounded a 
variety of amuſernents: hut Aucaſſn could i ** 
taſte no pleaſure in the abſenee c hi: y 
n N 
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8 dne whoſe name was Lutas, © 
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love. Plunged in the deepeſt melan- 
choly, he kept himſelf apart from the 
company, leaning ſorrowſully againſt a 
pilar. A Knight coming up to him, 
ſaid, “ Sire, I have been ſick like you, 
and of the ſame malady : I am therefore 
qualified to offer you my advice upon the 
ſubject... Get on horſeback, and ride 
along the edge of the foreſt; the ſinging 


ol the birds, the freſhneſs of the verdure, 


the beauty of the flowers, or ſomething 
elſe perhaps may afford you relief.” Au- 
caſſin.. thanked him; and immediately 
withdrawing himſelf from the hall, and 
ordering his horſe to be ſaddled, he rode 


n n m, N 1 
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The ſhepherils. ore ding i in * 
ſame place as in the morning, cloſe by the 
margin of the ſtream. They had pur- 
chaſed two large cakes, which they had- 
come to eat, ſpreading their cloke, as 
befoxe, upon the graſs. © Comrades " 


| © 2 preſerve 
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preſerve our gentle Count Aucaſſin, and 
the darmſel of the flaxen locks, to whoſe 
bounty we are indebted for theſe cakes. 
 Aitaſſin, overhearing this, ſuſpected that 
his lovely NMirolrte had been with them. 
He aedcoſted them, and gave them money 
to induee them to a further explanation. 
When he. aſked them the meaning of 
what had juſt been ſpoken, the moſt in- 
telligent of the band recounted the ad- 
venture of the morning, with the meſſage 
they were charged to deliver to him, and 
che ſtory of the white bitch, which he was 
invited to purſue. God grant me to 
find it,“ ſaid he, and entered the wood. 
His cloaths torn at every ſtep by thorns 
and briars, were quickly reduced almoſt vat 
to tatters. His hands, his arms, his boby, 
were ſo lacerated in a ſhort time, that he 
might have been traced by his blood. 
But his mind was ſo occupied with the 
thoughts of Nicolette, that he was not ſen- 
* r * or inconvenience. "= 
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rising + OY Thus 


horſe to a tree. He then e 
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Thus did he paſs the remainder gf the 
day in a fruitleſs ſearch. When the dar- 
neſs of the night came on, he was obliged 
to defift for a while: but ſoon after the 
moon breaking out with ſplendour, he 
continued his progreſs. At. length his 
good ſortune led him to the arbour, which 
eee Ut 


210 110 


At Gahrof he ae | 
arbour was decorated, he ſaid to himſelf: 
« Surely my Nicolette has been here, and 
it muſt be ſhe that with her beauteous 
hands raiſed. that green hut. For her 
fake I will paſs the night in it.. Inſtantly 
he diſmounted from his harſe; but ſuch 
was his eagerneſs and precipitation, chat 
he fell down and diflocated his ſhoulder. 
Notwithſtanding this accident, he con- 
trived, with the other arm, to faſten his 


arbour, and without thinking af his 


hſfrings, he exclaimed! in amorous 


eig ! 'Q 3 1 tranſport: 


77 150 ) 
rrabſports « Happy flowers and branches 
that have been culled by my - 90h 
Neoleite ! How. envy. youre lot * 8 
213 12316 ett 249 : li fo” 

The damiſel was not far off, and over 
_ heard:him.- She ran to him with open 
dms and eimbraced him tenderly. My 
Aucdſſin, have Þ again found you! He 
on his part, locked her in his arms, and 
alnoft ſmothered her with his embraces. 
UA Niederit, hut juſt nou/ my ſuffer- 
\ iris, weile painful; but now that I hold 
you;/Tne longer feel anguiſh !”' Nicolette, 
Alarme at what he ſaid,” aſked him the 
cauſc of his pain; ſne felt his ſhoulder, 
twwlüch ſeemed to her out of order, and 
with the will of heaven ſhe contrived to 
ſet it in its 3 225 cen She then ap- 
-n02 a et ei r 8 plied 
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It was a part of the cation of the girlsto 


520 ſomething of the practice of pbyſic, a little 


"of ſürgery, and particularly'of * that branch of 
ſurgery, that reſpects the treatment of wounds. 
This laſt endo ment rendered them highly uſeful 
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plied to it the juice of certain falutary 
plants and herbs; of which ſhe was ac- 


quainted with the virtues, and bound it 


„ cee * ya i by af 
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His hurt * ties healed, the aſked 


him, what were his intentions. “ Your 


father,” ſaid ſhe, „when informed of 
your flight will, you may be aſſured, by 


break of day, ſend in purſuit of you per- 


ſons who will beat the foreſt. Af you are 
found Iknow not what will be the conſe- 


quence; but, for my own! part, I am 


aware that I ſhall be putto& cruel death. 
—< I ſhall take meaſures to prevent it,” 

anſwered the youth; and mounting his 

horſe, 

10 2 EN fathers theit brothers 2 cheir be huſbands, 

when any of them came wounded or lamed from 

battle or the liſts. Often did they likewiſe do the 

fame x ind office to ſtrange Knights] wha: came 

wounded to their caſtles; and this may in part 


account for the extraordinary n 212 
lue in which 6. ſe E was held in th 5 15 a... of 
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horſe, he took up his miſtreſs in his arms, 


and carried her off, kiſſing ſucceſſively 
her forchead, her eyes and her mouth. 
She aſked whither he was going; 1 
know not,” anſwered he; nor do I think 
it of much import ve Igo, r have 


you along with me.“ 


* after paſſing through ſeveral 
towns and villages,” they arrived at the 
ſea-ſhore. > Auaaiſin perceived ſome mer- 
chants in their veſſels: under fail. He 
made a ſignal; on which they hoifted out 
their boat, and he obtained a paſſage ſor 
bimſelf and his miſtreſs. 


* Tod 


1 A dreadful ſtorm ariſing obliged them 
ſoon take ſhelter in the port of Torlre. 
In this xity Aucaſſin reſided, three years, 
completely happy in the poſſeſſion of his 
"Nicolette; But a i Saracen fleet came to 
diſturb chis "repoſe. They attacked the 
caſtle, took it and pillaged the town and 

150, carried 


Aſter having pk mountains "may 


. 
carried off the inhabitants, taking with 
them the two lovers into captivity; The 
damſel was conveyed into one veſſel, and 
the ry * hands and feet, 1 into on 
other. * 10 50 1315 


Fri a den a freſh gate aroſe, and 
ſeparated the fleet. The veſſel that bore 
Aucaſſin, toſſed about from coaft to coaſt, 
at laſt! was driven into Beaucarre. . The 
inhabitants, running to the ſhore, were 
happily ſurprized in the arrival of their 
young; Count. His father and mother 
had both died during his abſence. They 
therefore acknowledged him as their 
liege lord, and conducted him in pomp 
tothe caſtle, where he took poſſeſſion of 
em I his ſovereignty, and where he had nothing 
lore. 10 _ but the W. of N | 

| 10 * | 
| The veſſel in which 40 was 3 hs | 
longed to the King of Carthage, who had 
come on that expedition with twelve ſons, 
all * as well as himſelf. Raviſhed 
with 


| (07 dE! 3 

with her beauty, the young princes 
treated her with reſpect, and often aſked 
the name of her parents and her country, 
„J am ignorant of it,” anſwered ſhe. 
« All I know is, that I was taken away 
from my parents at a very early age, and 
ſold by Saracens.” But on her entrance 
into Carthage, what was her: ſurpriſe to 
recognize the walls and ſtreets of the place 
in which ſhe had been brought up! that 
-of the King was not inferior, when, by 
ſome circumſtances which ſhe related, he 
found ſhe was his own daughter. He 
threw. his arms around her, and was diſ- 
ſol ved in tears of joy. The princes em- 
braced her, and overwhelmed her with 
careſſes. A few days aſter they pro- 
poſed to her the ſon of a Saracen King 
for her huſband; but ſhe would not 
eſpouſe a Saracen, and thought only of 
the means of recovering her lover, whoſe 

idea occupied her mind perpetually. 


With 
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With this intention, ' ſhe thought of 
earning to play on the violin. As ſoon 
ſhe had acquired it ſufficiently, ſhe 
made her eſcape at night from the palace, 
ind went to the ſea-ſhore, where ſhe took 
up her abode with a poor woman. There, 

n order to diſguiſe herſelf, ſne ſtained her 
hands and face with the juice of an herb: 

ſhe” then put on a youth's apparel, and 
obtained leave of a mariner, who was 
bound for Provence, to go on board his 
veſſel, The voyage was proſperous: Ni- 
wette diſembarked with her violin; and 
in the guiſe of a Minſtrel went playing 9 
through the country, me weed arrived: at „ 
ndr. ien ban % 


4 ' © jt, 


WT" "OR moment of es arrival, 1 
was fitting with his Barons on the ſteps | 
before his palace. He looked towards 

the wood, where ſome years before 'he 
ud füllen in with his beloved Nrcolette, 
and "the recollection drew forth a figh: 
With Ns, and without appearing 


to 


——— — — — 2 —— — — 
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| to know him: * My Lords,“ ſaid. ſhe 
_ « would.you; wiſh to her the amours of 
_ © -” theaccompliſhed Autaſpn and Necolettehis WM * 
«miſtreſs? All having teſtified the mot Ml © 
anxious defire, ſhe took out of a caſe her 
Violin, and accompanying it with her 
voice, recounted how | Nzcolette loved Au- 
caſſm ; how ſhe eſcaped from - priſon; 
how they met in the foreſt, with all the 
= particulars of their joint adventures to the 
1 | timeſof their ſeparation, and of her own, 
| to her arrival at Caribage. During the 


_ - whole of her ſong,” Aucaſſin was almoſt Va 
_. tranſported. His heart was-ſo' oppreſſed, I be 
1 | that it was with difficulty he could draw WW 
| breath. When ſhe had finiſhed, he took WM er 


afide the pretended minſtrel, and aſked if 
he knew this Nicolette, of whom he had 


| | | | been ſinging. . Our minſtrel anſwered, ; 
| dat he had ſeen her at Carthage, and that i mn 


1 ſhe was the moſt faithful. lover, the moſt 
conſtant and loyal that had ever exiſted, 
| __-  Shethenrelated the manner in which N- 

culette was N by the King her fa 


91 | ther; 
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ther; and all the trouble ſhe had uffered- 
on account of the propoſed: marriage. 
I beg. my good friend,” ſaid Aucaſim 
that you will return to her, and tell 
her from me, that if I had known what 
country had the happineſs to contain her, 
I mould quickly have flown to her relief. 
Tell her, that I have been continually in 
the moſt anxious expectation of her and 
that I have ſworn never to eſpouſe any 
other woman. Go; and if you can pre- 
vail on her to come and give me! her 


much gold and ſilver as you ene 


e.“ 
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On the denied 'minſtrel's promiſe to 
uſe his utmoſt efforts to execute his com- 


before-hand with twenty marks of ſilver. 
The damſel withdrew ; but in turning 
her head to take a parting look at her 
lover; ſhe perceived his ' cheeks bedewed 
with tears. Her heart was melted at the 
a. 727 ſight, 
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hand, you ſhall receive in recompenſę, as 


miſſion with effect, Aucaſſin preſented him 
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en She came back to deſire that he 
- would take cburage, and aſſured him that, 
in a very ſhort time, ſooner perhaps than 
he himſelf expected, he * 
ane eee N n 


gin) ole. gc. 
Seen the Count S 8 Nic 
lerie gepaired to that of the Vicount of 
Beaucaine. She found that he had died 
ſome time before, and demanded an au- 
dience of the widow, to whom ſhe made 
herſelf known. This lady, Who had 
brought up, under her own inſpection the 
charming infant, and had conſidered it as 
her own child, was overjoyed to ſee her, 
and provided her with appartments in the 
houſe. NMicoletie, by means of an herb, 
got rid of the artificial black, which ſhe 
had aſſumed to diſguiſe her countenance. 
In leſs than eight days reſt and a few 
batlis reſtored her to her priſtine beauty. 
The Viſcounteſs then decorated her per- 
* wich che alt ſplendig and 206494 ler 
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deli and ſeating her upon a couch, 
covered with a rich ſilk damaſk, ſhe went 
to ſeek iz r «var mY 1972 
1&0: Lbatio} 3111 
Since Wi with, the minſtrel, he 
had paſſed his days and nights in inceſ- 
fant diſquiet. The lady fund him in 
tears, when ſhe entered. Aucaſſin,” 
faid ſhe, you ſeem to be oppreſſed 
by forrow; I am come to diſſipate your 
le grief, and to ſhew you whit will convert 
id it into joy; follow me.” He followed 


44 


de her fullof anxiety and hope, Ihe cham- 
as. ber door was opened, and-preſgnted.to his 
Ty delighted eyes the view of his enchant- 
he ing Nicolette !. He was ſo enrapti tured - 
b. be incapable of .morion., . Mepkft⸗, 
ſpringing from the couch, ran to, his em- 
e. braces. - A thouſand tender endearirients 
1 enſued. The ſummons of the night 
y. could not ſeparate them, and the morn- 
oy ing dawned on their mutual gareſſes. At 
ing length, when a reaſonable apportunity 
ſs ; as * In conducted his miſtreſs to 
1 ERS. P 2 „ 


WT Cue!) 1 
the church, where he eſpouſed her, and 
made her Counteſs of Beaucaie. Thus 

after fo many croſſes and misfortunes, 
they found reparation in a permanent 
union. They preſerved inviolate their 
reciprocal attachment, and paſſed a long 

e eee lin 
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2 „ 1756, this ſtory was ubliſhed by Mr. 
1 Sen lee ede. the title of Les Amours du 


4 8 uieux ken ith © E. alterations, in; verſe, 
ls; indeed in this little Romance a 
Gebiet, 
rit o 


al 3 kdelity, and n fir implicity 

i fu tify the nell ütle which the  Waſtrious ACA- 
*deimician Mas Fiche it: 
br” 15512 Ait 55 Nei 293 2: 


* e 7 75 who has, given a new 


| edition utins de eng, has Fhletted this 
*Abiy; ich The has *onverted f Into a Fairy Tale. Je 
e den he called, Etoilette and Iſuis, . 8 
Ar Fairy: the frientt.of toilette, delivers her from | 
- priſon ;anditis theſame Fairy, that after all their 
A. and POWAY ompliſhes their union. 


| Mr. Stain has founded on this Tale, : 
f : thats Opera, which was ere in 1779 at 
4888 egal and Paris, © HIDA9> x . 555 
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s, THE WIFE OF ORLEANS... 1 
ir | UR ſcholars had — . to mu 
Ng A. finiſh their ſtudies at the univerſity 

of Orleans. One of them concei ved a 

violent inclination for a merchant's wife 

Mr, in the town, and he ſought by every me- 
du 


thod to introduce himſelf to the lady. 
oy He at laſt accompliſhed his- point, and 
was even ſo fortunate as to .pleaſe her; 
aca but his aſſiduity and the repetition of his 

| viſits excited ſomè degree of jealouſy in 

the huſband ; who, to know whether there 

JD Was apy real. ground for his ſuſpicions, | 
role, fer Ende niece, whom he had bog 
mir, P ir his lanvly, to vate hem. 
from vr 5 2 0 4 
their The n was che . Ky PTY 25 
mon. to:the rast alfi ned her, on account of 
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e g vo miſtruſt of her. One day 
79 at ee a bigs . 5 | 


= 
- 
= 
} - 
* - 
o 
\ * — 
7 ** * 
» A , 
6 © 8 "I - 
P 1 | 
N : * 4 
L Fo 3 
"” 3 * Dd oh. 
—_————————— —— II IO Ir Ie aur ng noon eo 
- wv ww, 4 mn» — "> - « LNG - * _ 
—_— | 


R 


{4 x62 ). 

ſent,” ſaid the wife; © but have patience, 
It cannot be long before my huſband ſets 
out upon a journey. We ſhall then have 
opportunities enough to ſee one another; 

and they will be further facilitated by the 
convenience with which 1 ſhall be able 
to let you in, without being ved, 
through the ee _ 111 


$36.4 5 
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— for em this conver- 
am was overheard by the little ſpy, 
who went immediately” with the intel- 
ligence to her uncle. He, on being 
_ acquainted with their deſign, reſolved 
that very day to lay his plot for detecting 
the lovers; and pretending that he was 
obliged to go to ſome fair or other, gave 
notice to his wife, that he ſhould ſer off 


the UN Gay. 
Dares n 


He loi 1 His ce 


Juror night returned to Orleans, and fa- 
voured by the darkneſs, went and took 


ann n 
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but the. Icholar - had-received notice to 
repair to it. His, conjecture, was well 
founded, At the appointed. hour the 


dame went to open the gate. There ſhe 
met with her huſband ; and, in the per- 


ſuaſion that it was her lover, ſhe embraced 


him and took him by the hand to conduct 


bim to her chamber. The other, - leſt he 


ſhould be diſcovered, followed in filence, | 
concealing his Ker with. he We his 


* * - 
meh M1131 
g 1 


But it were 9 0 to deceive twenty 


Arguſes than a ſingle woman. Too 
much precaution in her man inſpired the 
dame with miſtruſt. She ſtopped a little 


to examine him, and found it to be no 


other than her own huſband. Then, 


with an extraordinary preſence of mind, 


ſhe ſaid to him, as if ſhe thought herſelf | 
addreſſing the | gallant: © How'glad I 


am, my dear Sir, that you have obſerved 


punctually our appointment. Neverthe- 


15 cannot cer the pleaſure of your 
4 84. 0 | company 


*, 1 
« 
_ 
_— - — 
> —— — — WE - * 2 
— * — — — — * => "——_ - = + * — 


= —— IC 


th 


% 
* 2 8 
——— . ——— —<u 


\ 
—— mp _— 


= 
b * 
mai ——-„—-—-—-—— — 2 
pr Rs 


: 
4 


(164) 

company, till kf the family are gone to 
bed. But come along with me; 1 will 
in the mean time hide you ſomewhere, 
and, % ſoon 4 1 am diſchgaged, will 
TE nd Are ö | 


* 


=. 11 ſometimes Wb that i en has 
one thing in contemplation, and the Ari. 
ver another ; and that is what the jealous 
huſband experienced on the preſent occa- 
ſion. He reckoned on catching his wife 
in a ſnare, but was himſelf caught in it. hi 

=  - the cunning woman led him to a lower 10 
by room, in which ſhe ſhut him up: and re- i 

turned to the garden güte, where ſhe 


Found the fcholar; who; to ſay the truth, 
* met e e condo 1 & 
pt Vitier. rt $1 ys: non RE 8 


ö 7 . 9 9 * w 
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Atera ter ecke, which it would be { 
55 hard for two lovers, who had ſo long WM *2 

| wiſhed for a meeting to refrain from, the 
dame went down ſtairs to ſpeak to her 
Y mn on "Tow We Ken” Taid 2 
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PST. | 
u one of the ſcholars come frequently to 
my houſe. It is I know not how long chat 
I have been teazed with his importunate 
courtſhip; and till this; moment hade! ů 
been. puzzled, whatever means I have 
tried, to get rid of him. But avlaſtmyy + 
patience being entirely exhauſted I have, 
in order to cure him of his paſſion ap- 
pointed a ſham rende: vous in the abſence 
of my huſband. - He is now actually ſhut 
up in one of the lower chambers. i Here 
is the key. Go and chaſtiſe him as he 
deſeryes; that he may never again be 
vamen of character. If you perform 
Jour huſineſs well, I promiſe that yuũn 
ſhall all have plenty of d e | 
gale an du mur un, 1 | 


bo . This rouſed the whole family 2 
ong ! one in the houſe, footman, cook and 
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ſhe, ſpring up „ and providing themſelves | = 1 | 
N | ES with +208 
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Wich canes; and whips; they ruſh into the 
lower chamber and wrapping up the 
„ -merchant's head in his hood, to prevent 
dim ſfomgiing the alarm, they lay upon co 
him without mercy. The unhappy the 
ba \wretch; after a fevere beating; is driven not 
out of the houſe and thrown upon a 
dung-hill. The wife in recompence, 
treated them all on their return with 
good wine of Auverpnat..' She then went 

© "pllltlyto "I Are "yy n 

Ill 2 IL: 19 11 

- 2d As for the huſband, this Aiſcpline hu 
-brought him into ſo deplorable a condi- 
tion, that the next 2 it was neceſſury for 
bim to he carried into the Houſe. His 
. they brought him, fun, with ter- in 
ror in her looks; and aſked him, what I fide 
misfortune had befallen him. He told Hs! 
her, that he had been attacked onthe road E 
by robbers; and leſt half dead upon the FW +; 
ſpot. She Prepared immediately a me- Win fes 
dicinal bath for his reception. With .W/inc 


he Red nn, he ſoon got well. 
a „„ ae 


„„ Fa 
Amidſt all his ſufferings, he thought int 
ſelf at leaſt fortunate in having acquired, 


though at his own expence, a thorough. 
confidence of his , wife's virtues „ and 
thence- forward preſerved towards her 


not leſs eſteem than love. 2 
a ö 
* 6 nn 
. Wh had at an appointment with. her lover, is ſur- x 
ith prized by the arrival of her huſband. With a d 1 
ent I cerrified air, ſhe runs up to him, and tells him = 
that the officers of juſtice had been in ſearch of I. 
him, and had declared, that they would quickly | | 
had tum. Under the pretext of concealing him, 4 
TY he takes him to the pigeon houſe, and locks him | 2 \ 
- A = 
for r. 231 ; 4 j 
His f 4 
ter- In the Faceiofe "UBS a aloe huſband 'Y 
vhat hides himſelf 1 in a hay-loft to watch his wife. 2 3 | 
told She ſhuts him up | in it, * then ſends for her 7 I 
*P "OR . 3 9 81 8 en | 7 of 2 a 1 
the Theſe two FIT, 5 a tale are to * food. 
me- Win ſeveral novelliſts, as Poggi, Domenichi, Maleſ- — = | 


Vith a, Banetlo, It is alſo i in the Cour de Bourgogne, 
and has been treated by Boccace and La Fontaine. 
THE . 
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s EAD of the fables —— I 
cApmonly retailed, hear the hiſtory 
of a Farſon 1 in the Ar of Antwerp. 


His cure was tolerably good; and 
with a ſpirit of œconomy, that would 


not ſuffer him + to. ſquander away 
his ſubſtance, as many do, in luxurious 
or idle expences, it enabled him in time 
to amaſs a good fortune. But neither 
his prudence, nor his riches could avert 
the ſtroke of death. He became drop- 
ſical; and having no hopes of recovery 
from the phyſicians whom he conſulted, 
he made up his mind; allotted to pious 
and charitable purpoſes all that belonged 
to him, not overlooking the diſpoſal of 
the moſt minute article of furniture in 
his houſe ; andafter he had ſettled all his 
_ affairs and quieted his conſcience, he 


thought.of nothing but dying in peace. 
Ar C414 AST An 
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- Inthis conjuncture, there came brother 
Lewis, and brother Simon, two Domini- 
cans of Antwerp, who preached in the 
neighbourhood, and had been en- 

tertained at the Parſon's houſe.* They 
reckoned, on this occaſion; to find, as 
uſual, good fare and comfortable lodging; 
but for once, they were diſappointed; and 
were obliged to go farther for a dinner. 
Nevertheleſs, they made enquiry con- 
cerning the particular circumſtances of 
the ſick man's diſorder ; ; they felt his 
pulſe, examined his arms, his legs, his 
body; and with a compaſſionate / air, 
agreed that he was too far gone for hope; 
and that the evil had increaſed to ſuch a 
pitch, that it would be E to ow 
the e of it. 


Fee out, it e to 
their reflection, that the parſon, having 
been a ſtrict ceconomiſt all his life, ought 
to have plenty of money in his coffers ; 


„ mal: + project for rid- 
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ding him of à part of it. We want 
twenty livres for our library,” faid they 
to each other; * if we could get them 
out of this bloated divine, we ſhould 
meet With a hearty welcome from the 
Prior of the Convent. This idea ſo 
forcibly impreſſed them, that they re- 
ſolved to follow it up; and, in conſe. 
quence, brother Lewis, as the moſt per- 


Hie returned then to the patient, and 


began with the inſinuaring language of 


devotion to diſcourſe on death and re- 


pentance; he exhorted the ſick man to 


think of the ſalvation of his ſoul, and to 
redeem his paſt offences by. charitable 
donations. © That has already been 
my care, anſwered the dying man. Of 
all my worldly poſſeſſions, there is none 
that I have not given or bequeathed for 
the love of God ; and every thing about 
ey * e bed you e on, 


89 11 has 
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ſüuaſive ſpeaker of the two undertook the 


© m 


nt has its allotment.” —* What, Sir, have 
cy you given away all!“ cried the monk in 
mn aſtoniſhment. * Bur know you not, that 
1d to pleaſe God, it is not enough to do acts 
he of charity; but that we ſhould, accord- 
ſo ing to the expreſſion in the ſcriptures, 
re- examine how we do them?“ “I could 
ſe. not eaſily err in that particular,” replied 
er the Parſon. This village has fed me 
the to the preſent hour; and to it have I be- 
queathed my ſtock of grain, which may 
be worth ten livres. I have in it ſome 
nd ticedy relations, to whom I make the be- 
of queſt of my flocks and my cattle. I have 
re- not forgotten the orphans nor the fick ; 
0 I have left, beſides, the Bepuines a le- b 
| to gacy, and the Cordeliers an hundred 
ble pence.''—* Theſe diſpoſals are indeed 
een extremely meritorious, ſaid the Jaco- 
one . ‚ . 
for The Beguines were a. ſociety of female devots, 
eſtabliſhed in Flanders in the year 1226. They 
Out engaged in no vows; but wore a particular habit 
ON, and worked for their ſubſiſtence. Letuis IX, 
Nas gave them ſome eſtabliſhments in France. 


( 2 ) 
bine; * but it ſeems you have overlooked 
our brotherhood ? a convent full of ſo 
many religious and holy perſons, who 
faſt inceflantly, wear no linen, and every 
day offer up their prayers for you! Ah, 
ane, God will not have mercy on 
you.“ 


The prieſt, ſomewhat aſtoniſhed at 
this language, anſwered that he was very 
unfortunate in having been ſo precipitate; 
but that it was now, to his great regret, 
too late to repair his deficiency ; ; that he 
had now nothing left to glve ; not a far- 
thing, not. a fingle grain. The two 
monks would not ſo eaſily give up their 

. it : Point; 

Fhey are called Jacobiner, as well Dominicans 
in the original. They took the former ſurname 
from their reſidence in the ſtreet of Saint-Facques 
at Paris. Other contemporary poets repreſent 
them to have been actuated by the ſame principle 
of bigotry, in ſhutting the gates of Heaven indif- 
criminately againſt all, who did not oo ſome 
gift or youu to their vnn, | | 
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point; but returned to the attack. They 
propoſed to have the will cancelled, and 
to have the diſpoſal of ſome of the lega- 
cies altered, that they might come in for 
a ſhare. If they might be believed, this 
was the moſt adviſable bequeſt for one in 
his ſituation and in ſuggeſting it to him, 
they avowed, that they had leſs regard to 
the diſtreſs of their monaſtery, however 
preffing/it- might be, than to the tender 
ſolicitude they felt for the ſalvation of his 
ſoul. 


w 


This ſhameful and  un-chriſtian-like 
avidity raiſed the indignation of the par- 
fon. He reſolved on puniſhing the two 
eant ing hypocrites, and before his death, 
to diverty at their expence, the townſmen 
of Antwerp. My good brethren,” ſaid 
he, aſter appearing to have been for a few 
moments abſorbed in reflection, © I con- 
feſs that I have ſtill remaining a precious 
jewel, of which 1 did not take notice; but 
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| „ 
it is an article that I cannot poſſibly part 
with before I die: and deſperate as my 


; condition appears, I could not think of 


giving it up for an hundred marks in 
gold, if they were offered for it. I will, 
however, leave it to you, after I am gone; 
and thank God for having ſent you here, 
while I am yet alive, to urge me to 
the accompliſhment of ſo good a 
work. Let your Prior come to- morrow, 
and I will make him a formal aſſign- 
ment of it. 


The monks, delighted at this promiſe, 


took their departure. On their arrival at 
the monaſtery, they had a chapter aſ- 
ſembled, there gave a relation of the 
happy effects their zeal had operated; 
and required, to celebrate their good 
fortune, a feaſt that very night in the hall. 
This demand was ſeconded with great 
ardour, and unanimouſly aſſented to. 
The prior ſent out for all kinds of deli- 
cacies. Inſtead of the wines in common 
; conſumption, 


( #75 ) et 
conſumption, he ordered the very beſt 


and oldeſt the town could ſupply. They 


carouſed and ſang, and drank to their 


dropfical benefactor, as well as to bro- 
ther Lewis, who, puffed up with the 
ſucceſs of his eloquence, made an effort 


to preſerve an air of modeſt diff 
den | P4331 


chin while ah ee e chunch 
were ringing in peals, as if the body of a 
faint had arrived. The neighbours, - 


| ſtunned with the noiſe, enquired what 
feſtival, they were celebrating. 
midſt, however, of their holy orgies, bro- 
ther Lewis, in the true ſpirit of a con- 


In the 


ſummate politician, whom neither glory 
nor pleaſure can divert from the ſteady 


proſecution. of his deſign, brought back 
the conſideration of his brethren to the 


jewel, and recommended that the neceſ- 
lary proviſions: ſhould be made for the 
next day's journey. For his own part, 


N 85 ger to have the honour of ac- 


compliſhing 


A 
 compliſhing the work himſelf, he was of 
opinion that it was.needleſs for the Prior 
to give himſelf the trouble of going to 
the village; and offered himſelf to return 
there with brothers Giles, Nicholas, Wil. 
liam, and Robert. Full power was given 
him to ſettle this matter as he pleaſed. 
Mirth and wine united had rendered 
them ſo giddy, that whatever he had 
thought proper to recommend would 


have been honoured be .r-afg 


* e N 
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is morning, the five aſſociates ſet out, 
and never ſtopped till they arrived at the 
village; fo apprehenſtive were they of 
coming too late and finding the Parſon 
dead. They ſaluted him devoutly in 
the Lord's name, and aſked him if he did 
not find himſelf a little eaſter. Alas! 
my worthy brothers, he anſwered % my 
hour approaches ; nevertheleſs you are 
welcome: * have not forgot the pro- 
* ; miſe 


* 


= 3. 
miſe-which I made yeſterday to brother 
N25 J Let one go to the town; it will 
be proper to bring the Mayor and the 
Sheriffs, that they may witneſs the grant, 
and thus prevent any one from eee 
E 0 TH e 
Thin was a freſh ally of tha carſon $ 
' roguiſhneſs to give them the trouble of 
another march. The five monks all 
ſmoaking with perſpiration, with their 
mouths open: and tongues hanging out, 
F looked like greyhounds that had been all 
af day on the chace. Brother Giles and bro- 
ther Robert, nevertheleſs, offered to return 
ne % Au⁰ p; and, notwithſtanding their 
of I fatigue, ſet out again upon the expe- 
dition. At length, after a few hours 


ſon . 
in had elapſed, they arrived with the ma- 
as! 


my The parſon, after paying his reſpects. Y 
are 0 theſe officers, and deſiring them to ſit 
8 addreſſed them in the following 


words: 


C.J 
words: ©:I was yeſterday, gentlemen, as 
you now behold me, lying on this painful 
couch, when brother Lewis, whom you 
ſee before you, came with one of his aſſo. 
 ciates to take up his lodging in my houſe, 
Like a worthy preacher of God's word, he 
exhorted me to death and repentance; 
and, above all, to redeem my ſins by a 
legacy to his convent. He repreſentcd 
to me, through zeal for my: ſalvation, 
that if I did not bequeath them ſome- 
thing, God would have no mercy on me; 
when I, on my part, like a true Chriſtian, 
who is anxious for the future welfare of 
his foul, recollected that E had ſtill left 
ſomething very valuable, which I might 
preſent to them. I declare then, in 
your preſence, gentlemen, that from 
this moment I bequeath it to them in 
full right to have and hold it after my 
deceaſe,” 


The nionks hardly: knew what to think 
of this a half ſerious and half iro- 
nical. 


Ctwy ) 
$ nical. They pretended, however, not to 
| WH underſtand the reproof, which the par- 
u ſon's ſneer had conveyed; and brother 
Lewis, the orator of the embaſſy, preſſed 
the dying man to declare at once to the 
Magiſtrates, what this valuable bequeſt 
was: „ My good Sirs,” ſaid he, © it 
is my bladder, of which I deſire them to 
make a purſe to go about and receive 
their legacies in. My diſorder muſt 
have made it large; it will hold a 
good om and I wiſh em ſucceſs in 
— it. 


At theſe words, all why were preſent 
magiſtrates, attendants, and others, ſet 
up ſo loud and hearty a laugh, that the 
monks withdrew in confuſion, curſing 
brother Lewis and his eloquence. What 
happened at their return tothe monaſtety, 
I cannot ſay; but know that the affair 
was ſoon circulated through the town of 
Antwerp, and had ſuch an effect, that for 


along 
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along time no Jacobine could mew his 
% hauler ons Eons 
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2 — of \Novels; a parſon has a 
trick played on him ſimilar to that impoſed on 
the Monks in this tale, Our author tells us, 
that this piece of humour ieeroncogily attributed 
by Fanchte to Jean de Meng. rn 
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| t CITIZEN OF ABBEVILLE. 


* RI c H trader of Abbeville ties 
got entangled in diſputes and law- 


ſuits with a very powerful family, formed 

the reſolution, in order to prevent his 
utter ruin, of emigrating from his native 
place, and ſettling with his wife and fa- 
mily at Paris. There he rendered ho- 
mage to the king, and became his ſub- 
jet. + The knowledge that he had 
acquired of buſineſs, of which he took 
the advantage to carry on a little traffic, 
afforded him the means of adding fome- 
thing to his property. He was much 
beloved in the neighbourhood for his 
civility and plain dealing. How eaſy is 
it, when one wiſhes it, to gain the good 
c HE BY opinion of the world ! all that is requiſite, 
b is a ſincere intention; in en it does 
not 8 a farthing.. 


= 


182 J. | 

"Thus did our Re. citizen paſs ſeven 
years in his new reſidence, at the expira- 
tion of which, Cod was pleaſed to take 
away his wife. For thirty years they had 
been united, without ever having the 
leaſt difference. The ſon for ſeveral 
days was ſo greatly afflicted at the loſs, 
that his father was obliged to try all in 
his power to conſole the youth. Your 
mother is gone, ſaid he; “it is a misfor- 
tune that can not be remedied. Let us 
only pray God to have mercy on her: our 
tears will not reſtore her to us. For my 
own part, all I can expect, is very ſoon to 
go and join her. At my age we muſt not 
look far forward. It is in you, my ſon, 
that all my hopes centre. All. my rela- 
tions and friends are left behind me in 
Ponthieu ; and I ſhall never expect to ſee 
any of them more. Strive to improve 


- yourſelf, and to become an accompliſhed 


youth. If I can find a young lady, of 
good birth and character, whoſe family 


5 may furniſh us with an Wi — 
att 7 Iwill 


＋ — 
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1 will give her whatever portion may 
be demanded, and will end my old wy , 


een, een. f 


+ 3. 11 


a Now in elne ſtreet with our citi- 
zen, and almoſt directly oppoſite, lived 
three brothers, knights and gentlemen, 


both by the father's and the mother's 
fide, and all three eſteemed for their va- 


lour. The eldeſt was a widower, and 


hada daughter. The whole family was 
poor: not that they were originally with- 
out ſortune; but, in a moment of diffi- 
culty, having been obliged to have re- 
courſe to uſurers, their debt by the 

* R 2 — rapid 
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| . Diary Was among the epidemic 1 LR of 
the age. It-was chiefly exerciſed by the Lombards, 
who lent on pledges, at-the rate of twenty per 


cent intereſt; the pledge, if not redeemed within 
fix 'months,. was forfeited. In England they had : 


got ſuch footing, . that according to Mathew Paris, 
there was ſcarcely an individual who was not in- 
debed to * not even excepting the King. 
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ms) 
rapid 1 of intereſt,” had 15 
amounted to three thouſand livres, for MW fir 
which their property was either pledged 4 
or taken in execution; very little remain- 


ing with the father, beſides the houſe in 
which he reſided. This was ſo good, that . 
he might -eafily have let it for twenty 
 livies. He would rather have ſold it, 
had it been in his power; but it had 


been dis wite's Property, oe Lays to 
The citizen went to e the gitl 5 


in ar. of the three brothers. They, 
| a l Van 7 


They were not indeed” authorized by 2 laws; 
but well timed preſents to Sovereigns and Magi/- 
trates generally placed theſe monied men re 


the cœrcion of them, pro 
But the greateſt extortioners in this way, were 1 

the ems ; of whom Philip de Valois having bor- for 
rowed four hundred thouſand livres, the intereſt add; 
TEN 


in a few years accumulated to no leſs than two 
millions! 


Et 185 ) 
before they gave him their, anſwer, de- 


ſired to know what was his fortune. In 
money and effects, ſaid he, I am worth 


fifteen hundred livres; all which I have 
honeſtly acquired. Half of it I will give 
immediately to my ſon; and the other 


| half ſhall go to him after my death. 


— Honeſt friend,” replied the brothers, 
that will not do. Vou now promiſe, 
that you will leave your ſon half of your 
property after your deceaſe; and you pro- 


miſe it in ſo ingenuous a manner, that we 
have no reaſon to doubt your ſincerity. 
But between that and the preſent time, 


you may take it into your head to be made 
a * * of a . e and then all 
R 3 e eee muſt 


* The v veneration \ of the ve ſor. the monaſtic 
W cauſed many perſons, even of princely 
rank; to be ambitious of terminating their lives in 
a convent. Louis IX. wanted to reſign his crown 
for the cowl; and' nothing but the ſpirit and 
addreſs of his Queen could have induced him to 
renounce the projett, | 
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muſt go to the Convent your grand. , 
childrens "AY not come in for a doit. 

The thank 8 ws ea that 
before the contract was concluded, the 
citizen ſhould make an entire grant of 
all his property; otherwiſe they would 
not agree to the marriage. The good 
man did not at firſt fully approve theſe 
conditions; but paternal affection getting 
the better at length of his ſcruples, he 
conſented; and in the preſence of ſome 
witneſſes, who were convoked on the 
occaſion, he relinquiſhed and renounced 
ſolemnly all his effects, not leaving him- 
ſelf wherewithal to purchaſe a dinner. 
Thus did he pave the way to his own mi- 
ſery, by throwing himſelf into an entire 
dependance on his children. Alas! if 


4 


8 6 '* Another uſage of thoſe remote times, when 
very few being able to read, it was neceſlary to 
Yave oral evidence of the validity of bargains and 


contracts. — 
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he had been aware of what awaited- . 
he would. have been careful how / he de- 
voted — to ſuch Ugo lore ar 


The young couple ſoon had a ſon; . 
who; as he grew up, gave the moſt flat 
ald tering teſtimonies of a great fund of good 
0d fenſe, and many amiable qualities. In the 
eſe mean while, the old man lived, ſome. 
ing times better and ſometimes worſe, at his 

he ſon's Houſe. He was juſt tolerated be- 
me cauſe he ſtill gained ſomething by his 
the induſtry. But with years, his infirmities _ 
ced encreaſed ; and, when he was no longer 
üm- able to work, they found him an encum- 
ner. brance. The wife eſpecially, being of 
mi- a proud, haughty diſpoſition, could not | 
tire bear him. Every day ſhe threatened to 
if leave the houſe, unleſs he was removed; 
he and ſhe became fo importunate with her 

7 huſband upon this head, that he, like an 
when ungrateful monſter, forgetting the debt * 
gratitude and W natu re, went to inti- 


* VE F 1 1 | 7 1 . % mare 


"4 188 ) 


mate to his unhappy father, that it was 


neceſſary for him de ſeek ien in 
ſome r t 0-H: 


What is it you tell; me, ſon?” cried 


the old man. What, have I given you 


the produce of, ſixty, years labour, and 
eſtabliſhed you in affluence, to be turned 
out of my own houſe! Will you puniſh 
me then for the exceſs of my. paternal 
love? In the name of God, my dear ſon, 


I conjure you not to let me die of want. 


Lou know that I am unable to walk; 

grant me at leaſt ſome uſeleſs corner G 
your houſe. I aſk neither for a bed, nor 
for the proviſions of the table. A little 
ſtraw thrown under a ſhed, with ſome 
bread and water will ſatisfy me. At my 
age life requires: ſo little! and, beſides, 


Vith all my infirmities and cares, I cannot 
| Poſſibly be long a burthen to you. If 


you are diſpoſed to give alms in expiation 
of your ſins, let it be to your father; can 
any charity be more praiſeworthy? recol- 

e lect, 
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in the courſe of thirty years coſt me; 
think of the bleſſings that God has 


his eternal anger, if you ſhould venture 
to be n the e your fa- 


the averſion and diſcontent of his wife: 
and, for the ſake of family quiet, required 
the old man's departure. Where 
e would you have me go, replied the fa- 


- my own ſon turns me out of doors? With- 
4 out money, without reſource, I muſt then 
4 o beg the hread neceſſary for ſubſiſtence.” 


1 i he ſpoke, the old man's face was 
1 bathed with tears. He took, however, 
the ſtiek that helped him to keep himfelf 
erect ; and, riſing, prayed God to forgive 
Li. mand But before he went out, he 


„ 


led, my dear ſon, what bringing you up | 


promiſed to thoſe that have regard to 
their parents here on earth; and dread 


E l ſpeech. 3 
ee he nevertheleſs alledged 


ther? & will ſtrangers receive me, when 


alked 
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tad: a \ laſt favour. © The winter,” ſaid 
he; „ is approaching; and if Lam con- 
- demned to exiſt till then, I ſhall have no- 


d 
thing to defend me from the cold. My By 
many that I have been obliged to provide fo 

-you with during your life, grant me one g 
of yours. I require only one of the worſt, os 
one that you have entirely caſt off. This yo 

ſlender boon was alfo denied "IHE The il +» 
wife anſwered; that there was no coat in I 
the houſe that would ſuit him. He then WW 4 
intreated that they would at leaſt give * 
him one of the horſe's body<cloths; when it 

the ſon finding that he could object no 
longer, made the e [9h | 
. eee e fec 


* This youth could not ſee, without being IM nis 
deeply affected, the diſtreſs of his grand- WW ho- 
father. He was now ten years old, and 
was endowed, as was ſaid before, with pat 
many amiable qualities. He went and 
took out of the ſtable the beſt of the hou- 


(1901) | 
ſings, which he cut into two parts, and 
brought one of them to the old man. 
« All then are conſpired to ſeek my 
death,” ſaid he ſobbing. I had ob- 
tained the promiſe of that poor ſolace, 
and yet I am envied the whole of it!” The 
ſon could not avoid reproving his boy for 
going beyond the directions he had re- 
ceived. Pardon me, Sir,” ſaid the 
youth; but I thought that you wanted 
to kill your father as ſoon as poſſible, and 
I wiſhed to ſecond your deſign. As for 
the other half of the horſe-cloth, it ſhall 


Ive not be loſt: I intend keeping it to give 
Ven it to you, when you are old.” 

n 0 * { Tx 4 3&7 | 
| to So well contrived a rebuke had its ef- 


fect on the ungrateful ſon. He per- 
ceived his fault; and aſking pardon of 
his father, led him once more into the 
houſe, put him in poſſeſſion of his for- 
mer property, and thenceforward be- 
haved towards him with the reſpect and 
Tgard « due to his age and condition.” 


Remember 


& = 
Remember this ſtory, ye fathers, who 
have children to marryn Be wiſer than 

this old man | and do not like him pre- 
cipitate' yourſelves into à gulph, from 
which you may find it impoſſible to be 
extricated. Four children, no doubt, 
will have à regard for you and yon 
ought to be perſuaded of it: but the 
ſureſt method is not to truſt to it. Who- 
ever reduces himſelf to a dependence on 
h enge himlelf to a ＋ deal a; 

as orb Why | 5 von 


? . 


Segen dg 


nnn 


. 5 "This ale i in che Nevelliero Italians 
Voly. 5 £ 


In the Fables of the Abbe le 8 p. 68, the | 
ſon puts his father in the hoſpital, and ſends him : 
occaſionally ſome. ſoup in a pewter pot. The old 
man dying, they want to part with the Pot, but 
the child declares he will keep it, fill- the time, 
when he ſhall alſo put his father into the hoſpi- 

tal. This harſh and diſreſpectful anſwer of the 
boy is offenſive, becauſe: no_gogd reſults from it; 
whereas in the Tale it is a ſally of wit and ſenti- 
ment, which e anke it l a Wicked 
Lang 1. 4 £111 07 99D L 
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In the Hiſtoires, Plaiſantes, S 8 


146, the father, when he perceives that thexe is 


no longer any reſpe& ſhewn for him, deſires a 
coffer to be brought, in which he pretends there 
isa large ſum of money, which he had till then 
reſerved without diſcovering it. This makes an 
alteration in his children's conduct: but at His 
death they find nothing in the coffer but a blud- 


geon, with a label which deſtines it to be em- 


ployed in breaking the head of any father, that is 
mad enough to lay himſelf at the mercy of his 


1 


This fist) bas 3 
afforded the ſudject for a theatrical piece in 1340, 
called the Miror, or Example for ungrateful Children, 
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P 
'& / 


35 
X 


i blind, make very firm ſteps. 
vour to find them out, and ſee if they 
are impoſtors. | 


in a line to aſk for charity, he called 


t wy J 
7 A Lars 4 9 8 A 4s . »& 3 * { BY 9 } 121 ne 
"THE THREE BEGGARS OF COMPIEGNE, in 


—-- vv» 


\HREE blind 1 — 5 were on ne 

their way from - Compiegne, to ſeck fo 
£410 in the neighbourhood: They kept ce 
the high road to Seni, and "walked at a de 
great pace, each holding a cup and ſtick m 
in his hand. A young eccleſiaſtic, well W he 
mounted, who. was riding towards Con- fu 
Pregne, and attended by a valet on horſe- ſl 
back, was ſtruck at a diſtance with their 


ſteady. and rapid ſtrides. 4 Thoſe queer 


fellows,” faid he, * for men, who appear ot 
I' endea- | 


Accordingly as he came near them, 
and as the beggars, hearing the tramping 
of the horſes feet, had ranged themſelves 


to them, and pretending to give them of 
ſome money, but in realiq giving them hi 
THT -- 88 © TRAPS. 
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nothing, ſaid: There is a Beſant; it is 
intended for you all three; and you will 
divide it between you.” —* Yes, your ho- 
nour; and may God bleſs you in return 
forit.” Although not one of them re- 
ceived the money, yet each was confi- 

dent his comrade had got it. Thus, after 
many thanks and good wiſhes to the 


horſeman, they reſumed their march, 


full of ſpirits; but at the ſame time, 
W i their Pe 
The ende ſigned alſo to pit 
reed on his journey: but at ſome diſ- 
tance he alighted, and delivering his 
horſe to the care of the valet, directed 
him to wait his arrival at the gates of 
Compiegne ; then gently approached the 
beggars, and followed them to watch the | 
iſſue of the adventure. 


"MM 


| When TOM no aer heard the noiſe 


© horſes, the leader of the little band 


halted: „ Comrades,” ſaid he, « we 
an D652: have 


0 r 
have made a good day's work; and I 
think we had beſt return to Compiegne ; 
and ſpend the money this good chriſtian 
has given us. It is a long time ſince we 
have had a carouſal ; and now we have 

enough to enjoy ourſelves completely: let 
us * of e but pleaſure. 


Ont atcie arrival e rain , they heard 

a cxy of, good wine; wine of Sorfſoms, wine of 
Auxerre, fiſh. and good fare, walk ir gentle- 
men, pray walk in.“ They would not go 
any faxther, but entered the houſe; and 
after having cautioned the people not to 
judge of their means by their outward 
appearance, in the tone of men who derive 
confidence from the weight of their | 
purſe, they deſired that they might MW © 
2 | "+ | „ be tue 
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* The inns having no figns, it was neceſſary nel 
to diſtinguiſh them ſome other way. A ſervant beg 
thereſore was poſted at the door, who, when he dri 

ſaw travellers paſs, invited them in, as we ſee in 
this ſtory, Some times thoſe who had wine to. 
fell; ſent perſons to cry it thraugh the towns +. 
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be ſerved quickly, and well. Nicholas; 
(for that was the name of the landlord) 


being uſed ſometimes to ſee perſons of 


their vocation ſpend more than ſuch as 
appear to be in much more affluent cir- 
cumſtances, received them reſpectfully.” 
He ſhewed them into his beſt dining 
room ; begged they would be ſeated and 
order what they liked beſt, aſſuring them, 
that there was nothing in Compiegne but 
what he could ſet before them, and in a 
ſtyle that would give them perfect ſatis- 
faction. They deſired that plenty of 
good things might be got ready; and 
inſtantly maſter, waiter, maid; all in the 
houſe ſet about it. A neighbour was 
even ſent for to aſſiſt. At length by vir- 
tue of ſeveral hands and good ſpeed, they 
contrived to ſet upon table a good din- 
ner of five diſnes: and immediately the 
beggars ſat down to it, laughing, ſinging, 
* to each other, and diverting | 

n 3 = | themſelves 
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eee with clumſy jokes on the ſim- 
ple traveller who was at the cc of 
the feaſt. 


- He had followed them with his valet, 
to the inn, and was within hearing of 
their merriment. He even reſolved, that 
he might not loſe any part of it, to dine 
and ſup ina ſnug manner with the land- 
lord. The beggars all this time occu- 
pied the beſt room, and were waited on 
like noblemen. Their mirth was thus 
_ - prolonged till the night was pretty far 
advanced, when to make a ſuitable cloſe 

to ſo jovial a day, they each called for a 
bed, and went to reſt. 


The next morning the landlord; who 
wanted to get rid of them, ſent his ſer- 
vant to call them up. When they were 
come down ſtairs, he made out their bill, 
which amounted to ten pence, That 


Was the moment the miſchievous church- 


man ſo impatiently expected. T o en- 
e GP Joy 
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joy the tranſaction more at his caſe, he 
came and poſted himſelf in a corner of 


the room, but without ſhewing himſelf, 


leſt his preſence might be a reſtraint on 


the gueſts. Maſter, ſaid the blind men 


to the landlord, we have a befant; take 
your account and give us our change.“ 


He holds out his hand to receive it, andas 


no one offers it to him, he aſks which of 


the three is the paymaſter. At firſt all 


are filent ; he aſks them again, when each 
The landlord then 


fays, It is not I.“ 
gets into a paſſion “ So, gentlemen va- 


laughing: ſtock for your diverſion. Be 
ſo good as to end all this mockery, and 


pay me immediately my ten pence, other- 


wiſe I'll give you all three a drubbing.” 
They then began to enquire of each other 
Si : W 


* Qur author cant give us any certain in- 


formation reſpecting the value of the bet. At 


one time it paſſed for ſeven pence, at another for 


nine; and again for ten; but here as they re · 
Boe — its value muſt 2 greater. 


4 


grants, you think Iam to ſerve here as a 


11 1 0 20⁰ 7 | 
= tor the piece of money; to ſuſpe& cach 
other's honeſty, to call names,” to quarrel ; 
till at length ſuch an uproar and confuſion 
enſues, that the landlord, aftergiving each 
of them a box on the ear, calls to his ſer- 


vant to come down with two good 
__ W's 41-48 "4 
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| | be eccleſiaſtic all this white laughs in 
_ his hiding place, till he is ready to fall 
into convulſions. But when he found the 
affair was becoming ſerious, and heard 
them talk of ſticks, he came forward and 
withan air of ſurprize aſked' the cauſe of 
the tumult=——* Sire, here are three 
knaves, who came yeſterday to conſume 
my proviſions; and now that I aſk them 
for my due, they have the inſolence to 
mock. me. n all that s ſacred, they 
1 ſhall 
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This f6-#t part of the Tale is attributed to the 
bouffon Gounella, and is recorded in the Sceita di 
atenie, in th; Arcadia di Brenta, the Hiſloriettes ou 
Nouvelles en vers by Mr. Imbert, the Si rces de Bou- 
aulit, and in the Contes du Sicur d Oubillae. 
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amount to? “ Ten pence.” — 


Five pence, Sir.“ — 


„„ | 
ſhall not get off in that manner, and 
before they go out « Softly, ſoftly; 


maſter Nicholas,” ſaid the churchman; * 
*« theſe poor men perhaps have not where- 
' withal to pay you; and in that caſe they 
demand rather your pity than your re- 


fentment. How much does their bill 
« What! 
is it for ſo poor a ſum that you raiſe all 


this diſturbance ? Come, make yourſelves 


eaſy ; I will take it upon myſelf. And, 
for my part, what am I to pay you?“ 

That's enough. 
1 ſhall pay you fifteen pence; now let 
theſe unfortunate men go, and know that 
to afflict the poor is a W e 


nitude. 


The blind men who were terrified at | 


the apprehenſion of the baſtinado, made 
their eſcape with all poſſible haſte; while 
Nicholas, who had reckoned on loſing 
his ten pence, being delighted to find one 
© * it. launched out into the moſt 
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flattering encomiums on the churchman. 
What a good man,” cried he! © Thar 

is the kind of prieſts we. ſhould have; 
and then they would be reſpected. But 
unfortunately, there are but few like him. 
Be aſſured, Sir, ſo handſome an action 
will not go unrewarded. You will prof. 
per in the world, take my word for it; 
and will find che good effects of your ge- 


All that the crafty traveller had been 
ſaying to his hoſt, was but a freſh piece 
of roguery on his part; for in luring the 
inn-keeper with ſuch oſtentation of ge- 
neroſity, he only meant to trick him 
as he had already done the beggars. 


Pr 


— 
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-- Juſt at that moment the pariſh bell 
was ringing to prayers. He aſked who 
was to perform the ſervice; they told 
him, it was their parſon. As he is 
your paſtor, Maſter Nicholas,” he further 
ſaid, «you are moſt probably acquaint- 

$4 2-$4 | : ed | 
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ed with him? “ Yes, Sir. —“ And if 
he would engage to pay the fifteen pence 
that I owe you, wel not you acknow- 
ledge us quits? — Undoubtedly, Bir, 
if it were thirty fd you deſired it,” — 
« Well then come along with me to the 
church, and we will ſpeak to him.“ They 
went out together; but firſt the eccle- 
ſiaſtic directed his valet to ſaddle mp 
bone, amn 
| The CPs as 8-8 a this church, 
had juſt put on his ſacerdotal habit, and 
was going to read prayers. This will 
e- keep us very long, ſaid the traveller to 
m his hoſt J have not time to wait, but 
muſt proceed immediately upon my 
journey. It will fatisfy you, I ſhould 
ell imagine, to have the parſon's. word for 
ho che money?” Nicholas; having nodded 
d aſſent, che other went up to che parſon, 
is and dextrouſly ſlipping into his hand 
er twelve deniers, ſaid: „ Sir, you will par- 
M don my coming} ſo near the pulpit to 
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peak to you ; but much ceremony need 
not be obſerved between perſons of the 
fame condition. I am travelling through 
your town; and lodged laſt night at one 

of your pariſhioner's, whom in all pro- 


bability you know, and whom you may 


no ſee hard by. He is a well-meaning 
man, honeſt, and entirely exempt from 
| ves unfortunately his head is not 
ſo found as his heart; his brain is ſome- 
_" what. cracked: laſt night a fit of his 


madneſs/prevented us all from ſleeping. 


He is a good deal better, thank Bod, this 
morning ; nevertheleſs, as his head is 
ſtill affected, and full of religion, he 


begged we would conduct him to 


church, and that he might hear you ſay 
na goſpel: chat the Lord mayin his good- 
neſs reſtore him to perfect health. 

_ « Moft chearfully, anfweredthe parſon. 
He then turned to his pariſhioner and 
ſaid to him: * Friend, wait till I have 
done prayers, when Fl take care that you 
ſhall have what you deſire.“ Nicholas, 


of ( 


205 ) 
who thought ky an ample aſſurance of 


| what he went for, made no more ado; 


but attended the churchman back to his 
inn, wiſhed him a good journey: and 


then returned to the church to receive 


his |» a from the Parſon. a 


| The latter as ſoon as he had Pele 
the ſervice, came with his ſtole and book 


towards the inn-keeper * Friend,“ faid 


he, “ go down upon your knees.” The 
other, ſurpriſed at this preamble, ob- 
ſerved, that there was no occaſion for ſuch 
ceremony in receiving fifteen pence. 
« Truly, they are not miſtaken,” ſaid the 
parſon to himſelf; © this man can not be 
in his right ſenſes.” Then aſſuming a 


tone of ſoft inſinuation, Come, my 


good friend, faid he, © place your 


truſt in God; he will have pity on your j 


condition.” At the fame time he puts 
the bible on the other's head and begins 
his goſpel. Nicholas in anger puſhes 
away the book ; declares that he can 


"For... II. 1 not 
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not. ſtay to be trifled with, gueſts being 
Waiting for him at his houſe; that he 
wants his fifteen pence, and has no occa- 
ſion for prayers. . The prieſt irritated at 
this, calls to his congregation, as they 
were going out of church, and defires 
them to ſeize the man, who was raving. 
* No, no! I am not mad; and by St. 
Corneille, you ſhall not trick me in this 
manner: you engaged to pay me, and I 
will not leave this place, till I ger my 
money. —“ Seize him, ſeize him,” cried 
the prieſt. They accordingly faſtened 
on the poor devil ; one taking hold of 


his arms, another of his legs, a third 


claſping him. by the middle, while a 
fourth exhorted him to be compoſed. 
He makes violent efforts to get out of 
their clutches, ſwears and foams with 
rage like one poſſeſſed ; but all in vain : 
for the parſon puts the ſtole round his 
neck, and reads quickly-his goſpel from 
beginning to end, without excuſing him 
5 word. After which, he ſprinkles 

him 


fo SOR 
him copiouſly with holy water, beftows- 
on him a few benedictions and then lets 
. him looſe. 
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me unlucky wightfoy clearly that je 
had been made a dupe. He went home, 3 
| overwhelmed with ſhame and vexation ; | 


and with the loſs of his fifteen pence ; but 


then he had in lieu of them n a goſ- 
pel _ benedictions. 


oe This laſt incident i in the Tale has been 
—_ over and over again. Arlotto, in the Fa- 
cetieuſes Journees, makes a troubleſome creditor 
meet with ſimilar treatment, he being ſent to an 
Abbey ſor payment of the debt he demands. 


d. Villou, in his Repues Franches, plays the ſame 

of Nick ona fiſhmonger, of whom a-perſon has 
ich bought a baſket of fiſn. He is taken to the con- 
ſeſſor to be paid, when the ſame incidents occur 
as in our ſtory. 


It is much the ſame in the Facetie di Poncins. - 
im In the Arcedia di Brenta, it is a butcher who is 


cles Fete Be Sh enſnared. 


* % ann 
enſnared. In the Nouveaux Contes & rire, it is 2 
cook, and the lame in the Contes du Sieur D' Ouville. 
In the Courier Facetieuæ, it is a country trader, of 
"WO rogue buys a piece of linen. | 


late Hiſtoire generale FR Lavrons, the rogue 
buys ſome linen, and taking the ſhop-keeper 


with him, leaves him in the care of a ſurgeon, 


| under pretext of receiving payment, the ſurgeon 

having been previouſly informed that he was out 
of his mind. This ſtory might have furniſhed 
Moliere with the idea of Paurceaugnac, delivered 
as a madman to the phyſicians, if it be not rather 


conjettured that he derived it from Plautus, in 
n works there is AY like it. 


100 the © Bibliothequzide on, a woman buys the 
Ruff; and takes the ſhop- boy to St. Laxare, where 
ſhe leaves him as one of her children, whoſe mil- 
conduR requires correction. 
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THE CORDELTER's BREECHES. 


DAME, in . city of G 
had an eccleſiaſtic for her gallant. 
Whenever a woman undertakes toamuſe 
herſelf in that manner, ſhe ſhould have a 
great deal of art and addreſs ; ſhe ſhould 
know how to tell a falſhood with a good 
grace ; ſhould have an imagination fer- 
tile in expedients; and, above all, ſne 

ſhould have ſuch command of herſelf, as 
never to be diſconcerted. Now, ſuch 
was to an exquiſite-degree the dame we 
are ſpeaking of; never was there a more 
cunning baggage. Her huſband, on the 
other hand, Micbael by name, and a tra- 
der by profeſſion, was of a very different 
character, being a plain, downright fort 
of man. 


His bufineſs calling him frequently to 
the neighbouring fairs and markets, he 
1 had 


(20 * I» F 
had occaſion to go to that of Meu, A 
couſin of his, named William, had like- 
wile ſome affairs that required his 


| attendance there, and they agreed. to 
travel together. The huſband had pro- 


miſed to take him in his road; and going 
early to bed, he deſired his wife would 
give him a call at break of day. She, not 
alittle pleaſed, as you may think, at the 
- proſpect of his departure, reſolved to 
- take the advantage of his abſence from 
home, and was in great haſte to rid her- 
ſelf of him. Scarcely had he got into 
his firſt dream, when ſhe rouſed him 
ſuddenly: * Make haſte, Sir, and get up; 

you have over-ſlept yourſelf, and will 
never get in time to the end of your 
journey.“ The good man, though he 
would fain have lain a little longer, and 
found that he wanted a few hours of his 
uſual reſt, nevertheleſs, aroſe immediately 
and ſet out. ; 


It 


It 
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It is quite needleſs to inform you that 
the churchman had notice of his depar- 
ture, and you may reſt aſſured he was 
upon the watch, to ſucceed the huſband. 
As ſoon as the appointed ſignal w given, 


he ſlipped privately into the houſe ; and 


in an inſtant received more careſſes than 
poor Michael had the luck to get in the 
whole courſe of his marriage 

+ + . Meanwhile the huſband 


had SOREN at his couſin's door. Ht 


knocked again and.again to awake his 
intended fellow-traveller, cried out to 
him by name, and curſed him heartily 
within himſelf for making him wait in 
that manner. Why, ſurely you are 


mad, ſaid his couſin from the window, 


* to begin your journey-at ſuch an hour. 
What, are you dreaming, friend? it is 
not yet midnight. Not mldnkabr,” 


. ſaid the other l. and my wife told me it 


was ſo late, that we ſhould not be able to 
arrive in time.” —Your wife was making 


* | 


e 
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19 of you, coufin, believe me; go to 
bed-again, and repoſe yourfelf quietly for 
a few hours longer. ; 


a” 


Mirbael then returned home, and called 
to have the door opened to him. © Hea- 
vens ! It is my huſband,” cried the dame; 
“get out quickly and hide yourſelf in 
ſome corner. I will afterwards contrive 
your eſcape.” The gallant, in haſte, 
| bundled up his cloaths, and took refuge 
in an adjoining chamber; bur in the dark 
did not perceive that he left his breeches 
behind him. The huſband was all im- 
patience at the door, and kept knocking 
with his whole force : the maid ſervant 
at laſt awakened at the noiſe, and went 
io open che door. my 


. The wiſe; on his ERS in, Ce 
/ 1 w be faſt aſleep, and- he, unwilling to 
EE: diſturb her, undreſſed - himſelf quietly 
| and lay down. She then pretended to 
| awake in a e fright, and jumping 
OR out 
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. bed, began crying out for help, 
like a mad woman. In vain did the huſ- 


band endeavour to pacify her, aſſuring 


her that it was only he. Who are 


you,“ ſaid ſhe, „I know none here but 


my huſband ; and he is at preſent on the 


road. Vou are a villain, and have wicked 
deſigns againſt me. Know that I am a 


modeſt woman, and if you do not leave 


me inſtantly, I ſhall alarm all the neigh- 


 bours.” Michael, on hearing this, was 


tranſported with joy. © Yes,” ſaid he, 


with triumphant ſatisfaction; yes, 1 


ſee clearly you are a woman of virtue; 


and the more I know you, the ſtronger 


is my affection. But my good wife, you 
rouſed me rather too ſoon; it is not yet 
midnight; and I am come back to ale 


* reſt a lee longer.“ 


She e with an engaging ſoftneſs: 


„Ah, Sir, pardon my wildneſs. Tought 


to have known your voice, as no other 


man's is familiar to me; but I did not 


expeck 


, 
expect you; and I was really fo alarmed 
to find one by my ſide - = -; on 
which the approached to embrace him. 
It is impoſſible to deſcribe the fondneſs of 
the ſimple huſband, or to give an account 
of their careſſes. He at length, however, 


fell aſleep, and continued ſo till the morn- 


ing rounds announced the day; when 
he awoke and got up to take his depar- 
ture. But obliged to feel for his cloaths, 
he made a curious miſtake ; for he took 
the monk's MAN RES, TEE n 
it, l went away. 25 : 


; be oe, wha by his bee 
find himſelf at liberty to withdraw, and 
| 7.398 feared 


„The almoſt continual ſtate of war cauſed the 


inhabitants of townsſto place in their belfries, or 
on their watch towers, a ſentinel, who was 
charged to go the rounds, and to give the alarm on 
the appearance of an enemy. Another of his 


-duties, was to.give notice, by ſounding a horn, 


of the break of day and ſun fet. They are often 


mentioned in theſe Tales; and are in exiſtence - 


at his hour in ſome towns of France. 


8 


e e A 288 ft — wo — toy FEI Re IT, 


8 8 2 8 


„ Tr. 
feared, if he ſhould ſtay longer to be per- 
_ ceived in his retreat by his neighbours, 
came to take leave of the dame; and after 
a tender farewell, ſearched about for his 
breeches. What i is this I ſee,” cried 
he? © all is loſt; we are diſcovered: for 
here are your huſband's breeches.” The 
wife at this intelligence, was at firſt in 
great conſternation ; but a moment's re- 
flection reſtored her to herſelf; and ſhe 
aſſured her lover that he might make 
his mind eaſy reſpecting the event. She 
only defired him to give her what he had 
at his girdle,* then fetched him other 


' breeches, embraced him affectionately, 
and ſent him away. 


Soon 
* We ſhould ſay what he had in his fob. The 
breeches had, at that time, no pocket ; and ſome- 
times the girdle or waiſtband was not of a piece 
. with them, but paſſed through holes made for the 
purpoſe. Beſides this waiſtband, both ſexes, who 
wore alike long habits, had another over the 
| 0g to Po = hung their purſe, their keys, 
| their 


_ 


© was generally attached to on exterior girdle, 


Soon after ſhe repaired to the monaſ- | 
tery of the Franciſcans,' and with an ap- 


pearance of candour and ingenuous mo- 


deſty, that might have impoſed on the 
moſt knowing, told the Monk, who had 
charge of the gate, that, having been 
ſome years married, and notwithſtanding 
Her ardent wiſhes not having hitherto 


had children, ſhe had been aſſured that 
by a peculiar gift of heaven, the breeches 


of their holy order were endowed with 
the virtue of rendering her pregnant, if 


a pair of them were placed only for a 


ſingle night at the head of her bed; ſhe 


had in conſequence come to beg the 
Nane that either he or one of the 
5 8 


; their kniſ, and a Hay his ink Rand. This was 


a curious article of dreſt among the women. They 
had it made of filk, of gold and ſilver thread, &c. 


"Fo which gave riſe to the proverb: © A good wo- 


man is better than a girdle of gold.“ Neverthe- 
leſs, it appears by this tale, that ſome carried in 
the waiſtband of their breeches, as in a fob, what 
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62 
worthy brethren, would for charity fake 

lend her a pair. This requeſt, in ſpite 
of the ſerious air with which ſhe made it, 
appeared fo ludicrous to the eccleſiaſtic, 

that he imagined ſhe was laughing at 
him. However, on the application of a 


ſmall ſum of money, he ſuffered himſelf - - 
to be perſuaded, and went for a pair of * 


his own breeches, 


Mcanwhile Michael was at Meun, and 
was buſily employed there in driving his 
bargains. The market being over, he 
went to dine in company with other 
traders and - merchants of his *acquaint- 
ance ; but the misfortune was, that when 
the accounts were to be ſettled, and 


Michael ſought his purſe for that purpoſe, 


he could diſcover nothing at his girdle, 
but an ink-horn ; in which he found a 
pen-knife, a quill, and a piece of parch- 
ment. He fell, on this diſcovery, into an 
ungovernable fury. An hundred times 

_ 12.5 -* 1. 209008 


S 


Rs 0 218 * 
over did he call his wife an abandoned 
_ trumpet; and returned in haſte to Or- 
| leans to have his revenge. 


oF 8 he entered his houſe with eyes full , 


of fury, „ So, faid be, „ my very 
ſcrupulous and chaſte wife, you are not at 
a loſs to know the reaſon of my returning 
ſo quickly! She did not appear at all 
terrified at this addreſs, but anſwered 
with a ſmile: O, 1 ſuſpect what it is: 
but ſince you have made ſo curious a 
blunder as to take them with you to Meun, 
I beg you will take the trouble of carrying 


them to the Cordeliers, Then ſhe re- 


counted to him the ſtory ſhe had fabri- 
cated, her extreme defire to have a child, 
and the cauſe of her veneration for the 
breeches of the order of St. Francis ; in 
hort all that ſhe had e to the 
Monk at the convent. 

| Michael's firſt Fung was to place no re- 
| 8 on chis ai apology, framed 
evidently 
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' evidently for the purpoſe. He thought 
it would be a maſter-ſtroke of policy to 
detect the whole ſtory, by going inſtantly 
Il. to the convent, and enquiring into the 
fact. It is eaſy to conceive what hap- 


pened. The monk, who was firſt de- 

8 ceived, acknowledged that a woman of 

1 [© c<rcditableappearance, dreſſed in ſuch and 

ſuch manner, with much ſeeming de- 

0 votion towards St. Francis and his holy 

4 order, had come with faith to require a 

5 pair of breeches ſrom one of the fathers, 

1 and that he, unworthy as he was, had 

= lent her a pair of his. Ah, brother, 

1. cried the huſband, “how fignal a ſer- 1 

1 vice have you rendered me ! But for you {| 

A it had been all over with my bi, I | 

A I ſhould have killed her.” | 

A He returned home then full of rap- _— 
tures, made a thouſand apologies to his 1 

'; wife for the ſuſpicions he had raſhly } | 

4 | conceived, and promiſed by his attention 


| and good treatment to make her forget 
* ==. U 2 | his 
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his unjuſt anger. Poſſeſſed at length of 
the entire confidence of her huſband, ſhe 
enjoyed for a long time the liberty it 
procured her. She went and came; vi- 
fited abroad or ſaw at home whomſoever 
ſhe thought proper; whilſt the outwitted 
huſband never imagined, that he had 
any reaſon to complain of her conduct. 


» This Tale is in the Novels of Sarchetti, in 
thoſe of Sabadino, and in the Inſtruction of the 
Chevalier de la Tour to his daughters. 


In the Apologie pour Herodote, there is the ſtory 
of a Cordelier, who in, like -manner left behind 
him his breeches, which the wife made her huſ- 
band Neve & to be reliques. 


The Nouveaux contes & rire give an account of a 
man, who not only gets away his breeches, which 
he had forgotten, but even makes the — 


Kils them. 


© In! Maſuteio, the Monk comes to take them in 
ſolemn proceſſion, In Grecourt, the huſband, on 
taking the Monk's breeches, finds a ſum of money 


: in 


Tale. 
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in them, which the wife had given him as an in- 


ducement to viſit her. In Vergier, the gallant is a 


rich Engliſhman, who has likewiſe a good deal of 


money in his pocket; and that ſerves as a conſo- 
lation to the dul. 


In Apulet, a huſband obliged to ſet out upon a 
journey, enjoins his ſlave Myrmex to watch; during 
his abſence, the conduct of his wife. - Young 
Phalethiſere gains over the ſlave with a bribe, and 
obtains an appointment with the lady, Whilſt 


they are in bed together, the huſband arrives. 


The lover in haſte ſnatches up his cloaths and 


runs of; but leaves his ſandals behind him, Ihe 


huſband, finding them, judges himſelf betrayed 
and diſhonoured; and ſuſpetting the ſlave to be 
an accomplice, he takes him bound towards the 
market-place, Philethiſere meets them on the 
road; and immediately ftops the flave, accufing 


him of having ſtolen his ſandals the day before at 


the public baths; and by this cunning artifice he 
calms the indignation of the huſband, who returns 
home fully perſuaded. of his wife's innocence, 
This 5 ſerved as the Nr of « our 
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5 THE PHYSICIAN OF Ra. 

1 * former times a labouring man, by 
means of parſimony and hard work, 

had contrived to ſcrape together a ſmall 

property. Beſides plenty of corn and 

wine, with ſome well hoarded filver, he 


had in his ſtable four horſes, and eight 


oxen. Notwithſtanding this comfort- 
able proviſion, he had not turned his 
thoughts to matrimony. His friends 
and neighbours often upbraided him on 


that head. But his excuſe was, that if 


he could fall in with a woman to his 
liking, he would add a wife to the appen- 
dages of his houſhold ; but that till then 
he ſhould beg to decline it. They on their 


part, engaged to bring him the very beſt 


that could be found; and accordingly 
they ſet on foot their enquiries. 

At ſome diſtance lived an old kni ght, 
ey * Who was 1 now become a 
widower, 


> 
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widower, and had a well educated _ 1 
handſome daughter. The damſel was 
ripe for marriage; but as the father could 


give her nothing, ſhe was in danger of 
loſing her market. At length the friends 
of our country boor, having demanded 


her in his name, the father readily aſſent- 


ed; and the daughter, who had pru- 


dence, and durſt not offend her ſire, 


found herſelf, though with reluctance, 
under the neceſſity of complying. The 


clown, flattered with the alliance, had the 
contra& immediately concluded, and the 
marriage celebrated as haſtily as could 


Be: - 


— 


But it was no ſooner accompliſhed, 


than diſagreeable and vexatious reflec= * | | 
tions took poſſeſſion of his mind; when 
he conſidered how unfit a knight's | 


daughter was for one of his profeſſion. 
Whilſt he ſhould be out of doors, attend 


ing his affairs either with the cart, the _ + 
| _ Wat e what was to 
. | become 


9 C 
decome of his wife, whoſe education had 
not enabled her to ſet about any uſeful 
work, and whoſe condition would oblige 
her to ſtay at home? The parſon, with 
whom every day is Sunday, will not fail, 
thought he, being aſſiduous in his attend- 


. _ ance, to prevent her feeling the inconve- 
nience of ſolitude :: he will come one day, 


and return again the next; and then 
good bye to the huſband's honour. 
What is to be thought of then, ſince 
the marriage cannot be undone. Sup- 
poſe,” ſaid he to himſelf, « I were to 
beat her before I went out in the morn- 
ing, ſhe would then cry all day;' and, 


while occupied in that manner, ſhe cer- 


tainly would not be inclined to liſten 
or give encouragement to gallants. On 
my return at night, we ſhall' be quits on 
my aſking pardon; and I ſurely know the 
right method to obtain it. 


In mind fully engaged with this fine 
plan, he aſked for his dinner. After the 
; 4 s IA. et” | repaſt, 


the 


\ 
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repaſt, he went up to the lady, and with 
his hard, clumſy fiſt, gave her ſo ſmart | 
a blow upon the the cheek, that the im- 


preſſion of his four fingers was left upon 
it. But that was not all. As if ſhe had 


made ſome egregious fail re in her 


duty, he repeated his blow ſeveral times, 
and then went out into the fields. The 
unfortunate _wife began to weep and to 
give herſelf up to affliction. © Why 
would my father make me a facrafice to 
this ſavage? Were. we then in want of 


bread? and why was I ſhort-fighted 


enough to conſent to the marriage ? Alas! 


if my poor mother had been alive, I 


ſhould not have been doomed to this 
wretchedneſs. What will become of 
me?” She was ſo diſtracted, that ſhe 
would not admit of conſolation from any ; 
and, as the huſband had anticipated, | 
paſſed the whole day in tears. 


When he came in at night. his firſt care 
was to endeavour to appeaſe her. It was 
3 the 
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the devil, he ſaid, that tempted him. He 
vowed never again to lay hands upon 
her, threw himſelf at her feet, and with 
; ſuch: appearance of contrition craved 
pardon, that the wite promiſed to forget 
all. They accordingly made their peace, 
and ſupped together in a friendly man- 
ner. But the boor, ſeeing how well his 
ſtratagem had ſucceeded, reſolved on a 
| repetition of it. The next morning then 
at riſing, he found pretence to quarrel 


again with his wife, ſtruck her and went 


out, as he had done the day before. She 
thought herſelf now for a certainty con- 
demned to ſuffer without reſource, and 
gave herſelf up to her ſorrows. | 


Whilſt ſhe was thus indulging her af- 
fliction, two King's Meſſengers came to 


the door, mounted on white horſes. 


They ſaluted her in the name of the 
monarch i and aſked her for ſome 
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with hunger. She immediately prepared 


for them what ſhe had in the houſe, and 
_ aſked whither they were going equipped 


in that manner. We do not exactly 
know,” ſaid they; © but are in queſt of 
ſome able-phyſician - and will croſs over 
to England, if we cannot otherwiſe find 
one.” The King's daughter · is in great 
danger. About eight days ago, as ſhe 


. refreſhment,* as they were ready to expire 


was eating | fiſh, a bone ſtuck in her 


throat. All the attempts that have been 


 lince 


The Kings of France, when hos nailed 
took up their reſidence for the time they halted, 
at the houſe of a vaſſal, if they had not a caſtle or 


farm of their own in the neighbourhood, think- 


ing it beneath their dignity to lodge in a public 
hotel. This was called the droit de gite. Con- 
vents. and other religious eſtabliſhments were ſub- 
Jett to it. And this privilege was conveyed by 


the Prince to his Meſſengers or Delegates, who 


could exact it on the road, in the ſame manner 
with the King himſelf. The white horſes an- 
nounced theſe people in the Tale to be ſervants of 
the King. 
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„ 
ſince made to relieve her, and extricate 
the bone, have been ineffectual. She can 
neither ſleep, nor eat; and ſuffers. the 
moſt intolerable anguiſh. His Majeſty, 
who is wonderfully afflicted on the occa- 
ſion, diſpatched us to bring ſome one that 

is able to cure his daughter. If he ſhould 
loſe her, he will die with grief. — Go 
no further,” anſwered the lady : © J have 
a man for your purpoſe ; an extraordi- 


nary phyſician, whoſe {kill exceeds that 


of . Hippocrates.” 4 O heavens! is it 
poſſible? or do you mean only to 108 
us?“ —“ No; I tell you the real truth. 
But the phyſician I I am ſpeaking of has a 
peculiar whim of his own; he is ſo per- 
vefſe that he will not exert his talent, 


.., Until he is ſoundly beaten.” —* Oh! if 
that be all, we'll take care that he do not 
want a handſome drubbing. He is in 
| 899d b NOS; Only letus know where he s 
reſide 


- A 
- 
. 
— * 
4 - — 
. = 
- 
% 
1 
* "= 
&. 4 


Tg HO D© 


* 


6 
F 


« 229 » | 
The wife then directed them to the 


geld, in which her huſband was at work, 5 
and cautioned them particularly not to 
forget what ſhe had told them reſpecting 


his ſtrange perverſeneſs, and the method 


of curing it. They thanked het, and | 


each providing himſelf with a ſtick, 
ſpurred their horſes up towards the 
countryman; whom they addreſſed in the 


King's name, deſiring him to follow them. 
For what purpoſe, he enquired. — * 'To a 


cure his daughter. We haye been, i in- 
formed of your {kill in phyſic, and are 
come to order you to come in his name.” 
The clown replied, that he was a tolerably 
good labourer, and that if his Majeſty 
wanted any thing done in that way, he 


ſhould be happy to offer him his ſervice; 


but as for medicine, he proteſted that he 
knew nothing of it. I, ſee plainly,” 
ſaid one of the horſemen to his com- 
panian, „ chat he wants a beating, and 
that civil words will haye no effect with 
him. e inſtantly then diſmounted 
„Rer. II. 22 rom 
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from their horfes; and belaboured him in 
ſuch a manner, as if they ſtrove which 
ſhould do it better than the other. At 
firſt he was going to remonſtrate againſt 
the injuſtice” of their treatment; but he 
found reaſoning would not do againſt the 
argument of ſuperior force; ſo that he 
was conſtrained * to ſubtnit, and to pro- 
miſe an implicit obedience to Whatever 
they might require. They ordered him 
then to get upon one of the mares that 
drew his cart, and thus conducted him to 


fits) f If ve” $5.4 
the * is: & 


+ A 33: 1. ix I W | 0 
I 4 Zea * * ESI SA. a 122 8. 2 


9 > 
— „%% SS +4 + +4 


The monarch was in the greateſt un- 
caſineſs on account of his daughter's con- 
dition. The return of the two meſſen- 
ger's reſtored in ſome degree his hopes ; 


and they were inſtantly ordered in, to 


acquaint him with the ſucceſs of their re- 
ſearches. "Theſe men, after an extrava- 
gant encomium on the wonderful and 
whimfical man, whom they had brought 
3 the King of all the 


partic ulars 
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Particulars of their adyenture, «I never,” 


ſaid the prince, „ heard of ſo extraordi- 
nary a phyſician: but if it is his humour, 
and he likes a beating; if nothing elſe 
will induce him to cure my nn. 


ren kexicbe n 


3 3 ordered down the 
Princeſs, and deſiring the countryman to 
approach, told him, there was the patient 
whom he was to cure. The poor devil 


fell upon his knees, crying out for mercy 


and ſwearing by all the ſaints in heaven, 
that he knew nothing, not a ſingle word of 


made, was a ſignal to two robuſt ſerjeants, 
who attended there in readineſs, Theſe 


men, with good ſticks, poured upon his 
ſhoulders ſuch a heavy ſhower of blows, 


that he ſoon cried out, Mercy, ex 


Iwill cure her.“ * 


's There is likewiſe in the Belphegor of Mackiavel 


and La Fontaine, a countryman, ' ſent for by the 
GT cure his Daughter; who is n 
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The young princeſs was brought: be- 
Se pale and almoſt expiring; ſhe 

opened ber mouth and with her finger 
pointed out the ſeat and cauſe of her 
anguiſh. - He conſidered; within himſelf 
how it were poſſible to effect the cure; 
for he ſaw clearly that. there was no re- 
tracting, and that he had only the choice 
of the alternative, either to accompliſh 
the. dee or ſubmit to be beaten to 
death. The evil extends no further 
than the throat, faid he to himſelf ; now 


if I could but contriye to make her laugh, 
' perhaps ſhe would throw out the ſplin- 


ter.” This ſtruck him as a feaſible expe- 
Ion he requeſted therefore of the King 
a large fire might be made in the 


— 95 chamber, and that the: princeſs 
and he might beileft eg yang for a 


few minutes. A- * „ e 2165; 49 
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unleſs he faves the princeſs} and, like the clone 


= this tale, eſcapes * an artiſce. 
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This done agreeable to his wiſhes, and 
F none in the room befides the princeſs and 
* himſelf, he throws off his cloaths and lies 
r down before the fire; then with his long 
if marp nails begins to ſcratch and curry his 
3 hide, making at the fame time ſuch con- 
tortions and grimaces, that the princeſs, 
E in ſpite of all her pain, could not contain 
N herſelf; but at once broke out into a burſt 
o of laughter. The ſudden efforts of nature 
threw out the bone.” The countrymantook 
it up, and ran to the door, crying out to 
, the King, here it is, Sire, here it is 1 
4 * You reſtore my life,” ſaid the overjoyed 
monarch ; and in recompence | promiſed 
him ſome cloaths and robes. * The cor 


9 Wa ee La nen 
Princes was to make preſents, eſpecially at Eaſter 
and Chriſtmas, of robes, mantles and other cloaths, 
* to thoſe in their ſervice, and to the Lords in high 
2 offices at court. Theſe were called kvrees, from 
kurer, (to deliver or diſtribute) a name ſtill attach- 
ed 10 thoſe habits which are given to ſervants. 1 
was in one of theſe diſtributions, that Se, Louis, 
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 tryman' thanked bim; but required 
p29. except et eee uM home, 
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without their knowledge, in ms crulade along 
with him, The liveries were given to them i in the 
dark. When the light appeared, they found that 
each had a croſs ſewell upon his ſhoulder; and 
they thought the engagement as obligatory as if it 
had been voluntarily taken. The hiſtorians tells 
us, that Eduard III. having at his court in the 
Chriſtmas _ holidays, ſome F rench gentlemen, 
whom he had made Priſoners at the unſucceſsful 
Attack on Calais, to ſhew His courteſy and eſteem 
for their valour, cauſed them to be comprehended 
in the number of heb lfte epd * 


wag Were an 


8 " 2 accepting of this livery was the 
- fontratt of an engagement to ſerve the ſovereign 
Who, furniſhed it, for a year. Thus when the 
King, in this tale, promiſes robes to the phyſician, 
| he declares that he conſiders him from that inſtant 
as epgaged in his ſervice, or that he wiſhes him to 
engage in it. We muſt not confound theſe live- 
Res my Rated times, with the accidental pre- 


Tents of, ſcat nn by Lords and WF 
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where his family affairs called for his re- 
turn. In vain did the King offer him 
his royal protection, and the appointment 
of his phyſician; he perſiſted in the re- 
fuſal, and urged, that it was abſolutely 


neceſſary for him to return home; for 
when he came away there was no bread 


in the houſe; and corn was wanted at the 


mill. 


* 
eren 
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King, the two ſerjeants re-commenced the 


diſcipline they had before inflicted: when 
he felt the blows, he implored mercy 
and forbearance, and promiſed to con- 


tinue there all his life, if they required it. 


He was then conducted into an adjoining 
chamber, where after they had ſtripped 


off his ruſtic habit, and ſhaved and ſhorn 


him, he was dreſſed in a rich ſcarlet 


wen 10 5 Minſtrels 5 Fabel . Theſs » were e ge- 
nerally his own cloths Which the Lord gave as a 
teward, and commonly thaſe which he wore the 
very day on which he made the preſent, 


* 


{0 
robe. During all this, he thought of 
nothing but the means of making his 


eſcape; and he reckoned, that it being 


difficult for them always to keep eyes 


upon him, RE OUR ſoon find an per- | 


tuhity. 


* the mean «inks; the m 
cure he had operated was reported abroad; 
and at the news more than eighty diſeaſed 
perſons, in hopes of the ſame relief, had 
flocked to the palace, and entreated the 
good offices of the Sovereign with his 
phyſician in their favour. The King 
ſending for him, ſaid: * Friend, I com- 


mend theſe poor people to your care; 


cure them immediately, that 1 ray ſend 
them to their ſeveral homes.” —* Sire,” 
anſwered the countryman, te unleſs God 
will take them in hand along with me, 
it is impoſſible ; they are too numerous.” 
— Let the ſer) cants be ſent for,” ex- 
claimed the prince. At the fight of 


* 


theſe * che unfortunate boor F 


| 
"| 
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_ - again apologized, and promiſed to cure 
all ee down _ 1 "1 
lions. ot ** „ 4 
"He cpo Sk chat. FS 1 an ; 
all his attendants, who were in good 
health; would leave him in the audience 
chamber with his patients. When the 
monarch and his ſuite. had retired; he 
ranged the ſick people all round the 
hearth, where he had made a rouſing fire, 
and addreſſed them thus: My friends, 
it is no trifling job to reſtore health to ſo 
many affiicted perſons, and above all ſo 
expeditiouſly as you require it. I'know 
only of one method; it is to ſingle out the 
patient, that is in the worſt condition, to 
throw him into the fire, and then to make 
up his aſhes into powders, to be ſwallowed 
by the reſt. The remedy is a rough one, 
J allow ; but it is certain, and I will 
anſwer with my life for its efficacy. At 
theſe words of the phyſician, they looked 
ound at cach other, as if to examine 
| their 
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| their reſpective conditions; but in the 

_ _ Whole company was not one, whe- 
ther hectic, or dropſical, that for the 
world would e his * 


| The dodtor then addreſſed himſelf to 

the neareſt in the circle; * you: appear 

to me very pale and languid; I imagine 

you are in the worſt way. Who, 1, 

Sir?“ anſwered the other, © not at all; 1 

feel myſelf at this momerit greatly re- 

lieved, and indeed was never better in the 

courſe of my life.. How's this, im- 
poſtor! you are in good health! Then | 

| - what buſineſs had you here?” When in- 

A _ Rantly the patient flies to the door and 
makes his eſcape. The King was with- 

dut waiting the iſſue, and reſolved to have 

the Doctor once more cudgeled, unleſs he 

acquitted himfelf well without it. Secing ' 
à ſick man come out, © are: you cured,” 
faidhe?—*< Yes, Sire.” A moment after 
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rn and you?”-=* And 
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I Ado In ſhort, there was not one per- 


ing Wade cured. 


JJ. the. Ara tbe odd 
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ſon, whether. young gr old, married or 
ſingle, that would agree to be made into 
powders; ſo. that all went out, N | 


The King, nn with his ſkill came 
in to congratulate the Doctor; and de- 


clared himſelf loſt in wonder at the mi- 


racle that had been worked. in ſo ſhort a 


time. Sire, anſwered the country- 
man, I am poſſeſſed of a ſecret charm 
of unparalleled virtues, by means of which 


I effect my cures.” The monarch loaded 
him with preſents ; gave him filver and 
horſes ; aſſured him of his friendſhip, and 
permitted him to return home to his 
wife; but on condition, that in caſe his 


advice was wanted, he ſhould return with- 
out obliging them to cudgel him. The 


boor then took leave of the King. When 
he got home he had no further occaſion 


to aba, never thought again of _— 
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iin wine but loved her, and was beloved 
by her. Thus, in dubbing him phyſician, 


15 1 his fortune without intending it. it. 


9 a 
from this ſtory, Moliere has taken his Medecin Mal- 
gre lui. The firſt part, on which Moliere's fable 
is founded, is alſo to be Teen in the Enfant fans fouci, 
opti in the Serees de rg 


- Theſecond wart has alſo been copied as well as 

the firſt We read in the Pogziana, that the Car- 

dinal de Bar, a Neapolitan, having at Verceil an hoſ- 

pital, from which he drew very little profit, becauſe 

there were ſo many patients ; his intendant to get 
rid of thoſe importunate perſons, who confumed his 

| maſter's revenue, took it into his head to diſguiſe 
himſelf as a phyſician, and declared to them that 

they could not be e d without an ointment made 

of Human fal. When he accordingly propoſed 

”® they ſhout © its, which was to be put into the 

| kettle, "they 21. left the hoſpital.— This part is 

5 Mkewile to be found in the Courier Faceticux, in 
8 the Hiftoires plaiſentes ES Recreatives, the Guectere de 

| ers inthe Sercede Bouchet, 


3 55 oh FINES. 


2 
4 


4 | 
F . 


4 
* 
= 


FF 
3 
4 
= ” . 
* 10 * 1 


o : 
% 
& % * 


* 
. 


